Styling, dependability
and lively perforlg:mce
--all longtime features

are once more helpin

Oldsmobile dominate th
medium price bracket.

w;:'\'i'é'had a soft spot i our heart for Olds-

cqqui:ry at high speed.
we walc

mobile ever since we bought one back ! xgs.(s

parts car for the 54 Mexican road race, }.gwed
IRM’s Chrysler-engined Plymouth, "Stlddmly"
] ﬁaytonq and Bonneville and had nearly 100.000
miles on the odometer when it was sold in 1958.
When it_was in its pnme, zwenty ‘miles per gallbn
~ was a cinch whether in town or traveling cross-

LecPeusyma 5901dse&e
}Qh& a Lincoln-engined T-Bird for first place in

the s00-mile stock car race at Daytona Beach.

Florida. last February at an average speed above
it sort of brought back fond old
memories and we decided that we had better
test one of the new models to sce how the ‘59
compared with our tireless '54. Oldsmobile’s Public
Relations department gave a go-ahead on our
request for a test car but the only meode!s they
had available at the time were the heavier four-
door sedans. We wanted the hottest version pro-
duced so thanked Olds PR and went to see our
friends at the Yeuakel Oldsmobile Agency in Los
We checked through all the demon-
strators and finally ended up borrowing the cat

135 mph,

Angeles.

assigned to General Manager Phil Yeakel.

This car was a4 Super 88 hardtop coupe with
the big engine. Hydra-Matic transmission. power

BY RAY BROCK

steering. power brakes and nearly every
extra made by Oldsmobile except air con-
ditioning and air suspension. Phil had
registered 7500 miles on the odometer
which meant that the car was well broken-
in. The car was also well tuned and ran
smoothly.

Oldsmobiles are made under three dif-
ferent model names. The cheapest model
is called Dynamic 88. next is the Super
88 and the top model of the three is the
98. The Dynamic 88 and Super 88 are
the same basic car but with differences in
engine and quality of trim, The ¢8 is also
very nearly the same car but with a
stretched wheelbase, more overall length
and still higher trim quality. The 83 and
Super 88 have a 123-inch wheelbase and
an overall length of 218} inches. The ¢8
has a 126.3-inch wheelbase and a 223-inch
overall length. All three models use the
same suspension components and have
identical tread. 61 inches both front and
rear. The '59 wide body shell that is used
throughout the General Motors line of
cars is shared by the three Olds models
and gives an overall width of 30.8 inches
across the bumper tips. The measurement
through the center of the body at the door

openings is only slightly less at 7¢ inches.

Our first experience with the wide GM
body shell was last fall when we went to
Detroit. picked up a new Pontiac and
drove it home to California. The broad,
flat hood was so large that we never did
get used to it. Later. we tested the ‘59
Buick and Chevy's El Camino. two more
cars using the same wide body and expan-
sive hood. Same story—the hood on each
car is too wide. Although the Olds uses
the same body shell as the cars just men-
tioned. they have lowered the center por-
tion of the hood to break up the monotony
of so much flat sheet metal and we im-
mediately noticed that the Olds hood does
not seem quite so wide as the other cars
although it certainly is.

Although we personally considered the
hood design better than other GM cars.
the front seat used in the Oldsmobile is
no better than the others. Seating position
is very low and to provide support be-
nieath the thighs, the iront edge of the
seat cushion is raised much higher than
the rear portion. resulting in a sharp angle
between cushion and back. Once vou get
wedged into this angle between seat and
hack. vou are there to stay. 1t's a‘most

impossible te squirm around while driving
to relieve the tensions of long rides. This
is the price the passenger pays to permit
the low body height of todays cars and
it isn't restricted just to the GM line.

Interior finish of the Oldsmobile test
car we used was excellent. Olds always
managed to come up with an interesting.
yvet uncluttered instrument panel layout
in the past and this year is no exception.
A drum type speedometer is used for the
first time by Olds and although we are
unaccustomed to this tvpe and have heard
a number of people register disfavor to-
ward it. we had absolutely no trouble
reading the speed. Speeds registered on
our test car were as nearly accurate as any
car we have tested this year but this
doesn’t necessarily mean all Olds speedom-
eters will be accurate.

Unlike so many of the late model cars.
Olds has a king-sized glove compartment
on the right side of the panel. one which
will hold a number of miscellaneous items.
Sure, we know that the glove compartment
shouldn't be used as a catchall but we
store all sorts of stuff in our own and
know that a lot of other people do too.

(Continwed on following puge )

CLASS LEADER

RIGHT —Super 88 test-
ed by Ray Brock was
lardtop coupe model that
was only 56 inches high.
The deck lid handle and
gas fill in the center of
the humper were liked.

LEFT-—Natural labitat
of the 's9 Olds is crnis-

1t i 1€ 1

ing effortlessly along the
turnpikes and  freeways.
The ride is smooth and
the wind noise level low.

PHOTOS BY ERIC RICKMAN
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LEFT—Spacing of quad headlights across the front of the O!dsmobile emphasizes the Zo-inch width from bumper tip to tip.
Indentation in the center of the hood extends all the way to the base of the windshield to break up the wide expanse of metal.
RIGHT—For ’59, two engine displacements are used, 371 and 304 cubic inches. Top power rating is 315 hp for the 394-inch V8,
the standard engine for Super 88 and 98’s. Only physical difference inside the two engines is an eighth-inch in cylinder bore.

'59 OLDS continued

so why not a glove compartment of decent
proportions? One of the optional items
with which our test car was equipped was
a combination courtesy light and reading
light in the top of the car. The courtesy
light operates when the doors are opened
and the reading light can be switched on
at any time and adjusted a full 360° to
read a map or let the wife check her knit-
ting. The light is a spot type and keeps
glare from the windshield when being used
by passengers.

There were no complaints on the
amount of door opening for entry and exit
on our two-door test car although the ex-
perience we had when testing a four-door
Buick a few months ago makes us certain
that impossible conditions will exist when
trying to get in and out of the rear seat of
an Olds hardtop sedan. Both cars use the
same body and the combination of narrow
rear door plus deep seating arrangement
requires a lot of straining to get out.

Luggage compartment room is ample for
the average family off on a two-week va-
cation if properly packed, and the spare
tire is mounted at a 45° angle on the right
side where it is easy to get out. The lock
for the trunk lid is located beneath the lip
of the lid and requires a bit of stooping
to get the key in place. A practical handle
on the rear edge does help open or close the
lid, something we have often wished for.
The filler neck for the gas tank is located
in the center of the rear bumper so that it
is accessible from either side of the car.
Also, being located in the bumper prevents
body paint from being chipped by careless
service station attendants who often jab
the fuel nozzle into the fender.

The undercarriage of the 59 Olds is
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quite similar in appearance to that of re-
cent years but there have been a number
of changes made to adapt the larger '59
body. The frame is a combination ladder
type and X type and has been widened
nine inches, lengthened ten inches over the
same type frame used in 1958, Side rails
are channel shaped with a husky X-mem-
ber of I-beams anchored solidly through
the center of the car as shown in the photo
on page 25. The tubular center section of
the X-member not only resists frame twist
but also provides a sturdy mounting lo-
cation for the bearing that supports the
middle of the two-piece driveshaft.

The front suspension is, like all of our
other American automobiles, of indepen-
dent design with unequal control arms sup-
porting the front wheel spindles. Coil
springs are used as standard equipment
but air springs are available as an option.
We'll go into the air suspension system in
just a few more paragraphs. The Olds
front coils are definitely intended to pro-
vide a soft ride for the majority and will
therefore bottom quite easily if subjected
to dips at high speeds. The spring rate of
100 pounds per inch at the wheel is just
three pounds more than the springs used
by '59 Fords and a Super 88 weighs about
400 pounds more on the front wheels than
does a Fairlane Ford. Like we said, though,
this car was designed to provide a luxuri-
ous ride and if you plan to go road racing,
you'll have to do like Lee Petty did at
Daytona Beach, throw out the stock
springs and stick in a pair about three
times as strong. Front shock absorbers
control the Olds adequately for the aver-
age driver but are too soft for high speed
operation. We often wonder why some

Detroit company does not offer a shock
arrangement which can be adjusted by the
driver as he encounters different types of
roads and speeds. Some of our expensive
models used the idea years ago and some
high-priced foreign models still do. Even
if it is offered as an eption, many owners
who do a lot of driving would willingly
pay the difference when purchasing a new
car to have a variable ride control.

The rear suspension is very similar to
that used by Olds in past years with semi-
elliptical leaf springs mounted parallel to
the center line of the car and the rear axle
housing bracketed to the springs ahead of
their center point so that they will resist
torque and braking forces. Olds is the only
General Motors car still using the leaf
springs as Cad, Pontiac and Chevy joined
Buick in 1958 with coils at all four cor-
ners. Possibly one of the big reasons for
the swing to coils is that an air spring
unit will easily slip in place of a coil and
much more work is required when install-
ing air springs in place of a leaf spring.

Rear leaf spring rate for the "59 Olds is
115 pounds per inch at the wheel which is
only slightly more than Ford's ’59 rear
spring rate of 107 pounds. Again, this
comparison is made to emphasize the fact
that Oldsmobile springs are designed for
a soft ride and although the car is much
heavier than a Ford, springs are practi-
cally the same. As at the front, Olds’ rear
shocks are designed for the easy ride and
do not function well at high speeds.

Air suspension is optional on all ‘59
Oldsmobiles with air spring units replac-
ing the conventional springs on all four
wheels. When introduced in 1958, a lot of
publicity was spread around about air sus-
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Leader in the chrome department last year, Oldsmobile has made a complete about-face
for '50, emploving sculptured sheet metal to get the desired efiect. Flushy wheel
covers extend past the edge of the wheel rim and rest on the sidewall of tire. They are
held in place with spring clips but squeak at slow speeds due to the flex of the tires.

pensions being the answer to a car owner’s
prayer but the cost and problems of the
optional air ride were much more than the
advantages. Actually. our experience with
air suspension in 1958 revealed that the
car did stay level despite the load but
otherwise felt just like conventional steel
springs. There were a lot of things that
could and did go wrong with GM’s air
suspension which meant not only unhappy
customers but also distraught service man-
agers so that is probably the reason why
vou don’t see ads pushing the air suspen-
sion for '59. One Buick service represen-
tative told us recently that half of Buick’s
'58 air suspension problems were solved
for '59. They eliminated the units from
the front wheels. He figured that taking
them off the rear too would be a 100%
solution. Air compressors. leveling valves,
filters, tanks, air lines and air bags, all of
which can give trouble and not improve
the ride are a poor substitute for depend-
able steel springs.

Power steering is an optional item on
both the 88 and Super 88, standard for
the 98. but we recommend that anybody
interested in a ‘59 Oldsmobile cough up
the extra $100-plus dollars for the Saginaw
power steering unit. This recommendation
is based on the fact that like nearly all of
the full sized cars in this country today.
Oldsmobile too has had to slow the stand-
ard steering ratio to offset increased car
weight and low pressure tires. The ratio has
been slowed down so much, while at the
same time wheelbase has been lengthened,
that it is almost impossible to turn the
wheel fast enough on twisting roads. The
power steering ratio is 21.8 to 1 versus
29.4 to 1 for the standard steering gear.
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or 30% faster. The Saginaw power steer-
ing has been redesigned this year to re-
quire much less effort by the driver than
ever before and is very nearly a full power
unit. The steering responds as fast as the
driver can turn the wheel, showing no ten-
dency to bind due to hydraulic Auid la-
as do some units. So, whether you like it
or not. power steering is here to stay and
we'll bet you'll like it once you try it.
Brakes have also undergone a modifica-
tion for the 59 Olds. They are still of the
same size as those used last vear with 11-
inch drums, 2'¢ inches wide on front and
2 inches on the rear but the drums have
been changed to provide better cooling.
The large cross section of modern tires
and small wheels that completely shield
the drums from cooling air added to the
problem of increased car weight in recent
years to give some of our late model cars
borderline brakes. This problem has been
attacked by all the companies and nearly
all have come up with an effective solu-
tion. Oldsmobile is no exception, they have
changed their drums to where they now
have a wide, thin flange on the open edge.
This flange not only speeds heat dissipation
( Continued on page 88)

Wide-spread side frame rails provide room
for step-down foot wells in the back seat.
X-member with tubular center section pre-
vents frame (wist, also supports center
driveshaft bearing. Optional dual exhaust
uses resonator mufflers in the tailpipes.
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MARINE EXHAUST

The first and only water cooled manifold to feoture a fully adjustable (360°) exhaust
outlet. Cast aluminum, fully finned in either high polish or satin finish. Removable end
plates let you choose exhaust route (fore or aft). large 2V2" 1.D. exhaust passages. Stain-
less steel bolts and washers plus required gaskets furnished. Available for most O.H.V. V.8
engines. Can be ordered with or without water neck.

For further information and prices write or call Dept. HR-6

K llebrande

MFG.CO.

10336 Norwalk Blvd.
Santa Fe Springs, Calif.

Hundreds of documented case his-
tories® prove that more champions
use and endorse Schiefer custom fly-
wheels and clutch assemblies than
any other competitive brand. No
other firm can make this statement!
Schiefer flywheels and clutch assem-
blies are constructed entirely of new
parts, of the highest metallurgical
standards and have been researched
and engineered to guarantee maxi-
mum performance even under the
most extreme conditions.

Why risk failures and mishaps using
“warmed over"” versions of old or
stock parts. Specify the choice of
champions — Schiefer custom fly-
wheels and clutch assemblies.

* Available upon request

manufacturing company 8110 Commercial, La Mesa, California

ask your dealer or write Dept. HR '59 model conversions, also new color decals.

THRILLING and SAFE in a . . .

BILL
MOSS

SAM

ROAD RACE COMPETITION |

MIDJET

ROAD RACING is eXCiting!! Buckle yourself behind the wheel

of the new Moss "2 Midjet and accept a real challenge of your driving ability
on a road race course. Accelerate down straightaways, hit the brakes, drift
through tight turns, discover first hand the conquering feeling that entrances all
sports car champions.

The Moss |z Midjet is designed for everyone. Women — Men — Kids — teenagers.

Write TODAY for colorful BROCHURES on the Moss line of cars and accessories.
Send 25¢ for postage and handling.

392 East Beach Ave

m Inglewsod, Califarnia

MOSS ENGINEERING (O.

‘59 OLDS

continued from page 23

| Newly designed brake drums for the 'sg
| Olds have a wide flange around the open

end to direct air flow over the drum and

| also to dissipate heat into the air flow.

to the air flow but also helps direct air
back inside the wheel where it will cool
the main part of the drum. An added fea-

| ture is that the flange gives extra strength

to the open side of the drum and prevents
expansion which leads to erratic brakes
and pull to one side or the other when hot.
The area of the brake lining used totals
1g1.7 square inches for all four wheels
but actual effective area is only 156.8
square inches since a groove down the
length of each shoe in the middle of the
lining nearly 's-inch wide helps direct air
over the surrounding lining to aid cooling.

In our test driving, we experienced
brake fade only after repeated high speed
stops and even then there was plenty of
advance warning as the foot pressure re-
quired on the brake pedal increased gradu-
ally. Even when the brakes had been well
abused. all stops were made in a straight
line with no steering correction required
due to erratic brakes. For evervday use,
the 59 Oldsmobile brakes are quite satis-
factory.

Two engines are offered for '59 Olds-
mobiles. a 371-cubic-inch V8 and a 394-
inch V8. The engines are identical except
for cylinder bore. one having a 4-inch
bore and the larger version 4.125 inches.
All parts are interchangeable except the
pistons and rods. Slightly heavier rods are
used in the small displacement engine to
cancel the larger bore in the 394 engine
and therefore make factory crankshaft bal-
ance the same for either engine. This Olds
engine is. in outward appearances. very
nearly the same engine that got everybody
interested in the “Rockets” back in 1949.
Early Olds V8's have been able to benefit
from parts interchangeability in the past
but this similarity has been gradually fall-
ing off in recent years and this year, very

HOT ROD MAGAZINE



few parts will fit early models. The cylin-
der heads for example will not work on
earlier models while pre-'s9 heads would
fit engines all the way back to ‘49.

The 59 heads are still quite similar in
appearance to the early heads but are
made to use offset rocker arms so that the
pushrod passages through the edge of the
heads can be moved over enough to give
more intake port room. One-eighth-inch
larger intake valves (1.875) are used in
the redesigned heads but the exhaust valve
remains the same at 1.562 inches. For the
first time, Olds has provided a four-port
exhaust in their '59 cylinder heads. A four-
port exhaust of course means absolutely
nothing to the average Olds owner but will
be welcomed by those hot rodders who
consider tuned exhausts when modifying
for power,

The crankshaft stroke has not been
changed from '58. both using a 3.69-inch
stroke but the diameter of both main bear-
ings and rod journals has been increased
14-inch for “59. This gives 3-inch main and
2.50-inch rod journals, Last month’s HRM
carried a report on modifying the "59 Pon-
tiac engine which also uses a 3-inch main
bearing. We experienced some bearing
failure with the Pontiac on the engine dy-
namometer using the stock Pontiac babbit
inserts. After replacing them with heavy-
duty inserts and increasing clearances. we
solved the problem. The "59 Olds uses Lhe
heavy-duty inserts as standard equipment
for both rods and mains. These heavy-
duty bearing inserts are called Moraine
400 and are steel backed aluminum with
a thin babbit overlay.

Although there have been a number of
dimensional changes made for the "59 en-
gine as compared to the 371-inch \'8 used
in 1958. the newer engine doesn’t really
offer too much more than an extra 23
cubic inches of displacement. The com-
pression ratio has been dropped from
10:1 to 9.55:1 for this year. the same "58
camshaft pattern is used and although a
different carburetor model is used. the ca-
pacity is practically the same as that used
last vear.

A single two-barrel Rochester carburetor
s standard for the 371-inch 88 engine with
a rating of 270 horsepower at 4600 rpm
and 390 ft’/lbs of torque. An optional
Rochester four-barrel bumps the power
rating to 300 at 4600 rpm and 410 ft/lbs
of torque at 2800 rpm. The larger 394-
inch displacement engine used with the
Super 88 and g8 models is available only
with a single Rochester four-barrel and is
rated 315 hp at 4600 rpm. 435 ft/lbs of
torque at 2800 rpm. The optional J-2
triple Rochester two-barrel carburetion
available in 1957-'58 is not offered for
the “59 models. This system offered little
more power than the single large four-
barrel and unless all three carburetors were
brought into play occasionally, the sec-
ondary system had a bad habit of clogging
with fuel additives,

( Continued on following page)
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The “Trophy" Flip-Back Shield is olio cdopt-
ble to the Mew Speedway. For greater pro
n, the latest lens is consiructed of .080"

non-shotterakle plestic. The unigque
.-. of the shield puts the hinge aais
beols completet e the helmet for greater
protection of the wearer

western distributor
WEBCO INC.

218 main street

venice, colifornio

eastern distributor
BIRCHARD SALES CO.

449 south fifth avenue

mount vernon, new york

McHAL ENTERPRISES

538 n. proirie ave. HR-&
hawtharne, california

Magnesium
Drag
Racing
Wheels

FOR MAXIMUM SPEED
15"x3V;"" Spoked Front Wheel (10V2 lbs.) $52.50 Please specify belt circle required on reor
15 'x7'* Rear Wheels for Slicks (15 Ibs.) 60.00 wheels. Specify either standerd Ford or
15" x8%2"" Rear Wheel for Slicks (17 lbs.) 66.50 Willys spindle for front wheels.
Other sizes of 15" and 16" wheels also available. All Prices f.o.b. San Francisco

AMERICAN RACING EQUIPMENT CO.

(formerly Palamides Racing Equipment Co.)

681 FLORIDA STREET, SAN FRANCISCO 10 PHONE ATWATER 2-2202
Terms: 509 deposit, balance C.O.D.

Suddenly Your Car Gleams!

WITH THIS GREAT COMBINATION!

(A No-Rubbing Cleaner
-+ A No-Rubbing Paste Wax!)

Now with these 2 greal producls you can
restore your car to its original showroom
brillionce and keep it thot way — all with-

out rubbing.
First, clean with the famous Car-Skin
Reconditioner — it's sofe — it's fast,

Then, apply Car-Skin's sensationally new
Paste Wax thot gives up to 12 months dura-
tion.

Why breok your baock rubbing? Order
both these fine producls today, If your
dealer cannot supply you write us direct.

7. FASTEST SAFE
AUTO CLEANER
EVER MADE!

Both Products

Awarded Motor Trend =
Seal of APPI’OVG' (_MOTORT'R[_]

CAR-SKIN PRODUCTS CORP., Flemington, N. J.

| enclose check or MO for $__

NORUBBMING

FasT
¢ wax § . Send me:

5 oz. Cans Advanced Formulua Wax at $2 ea.
16 oz, Cans Reconditioner ot $1.45 ea.

POV i oo somianaumeninnsssis oo snm s mauinns e s s Ri o S VoG S AR ke
Address ..

City TR TP LR 1 | State
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180.36 M.P.H.
TOP TIME AT BAKERSFIELD!!

EVERY FAST CAR IN AMERICA WAS THERE TRY-
ING T0 EQUAL THIS TERRIFIC PERFORMANCE T0
NO AVAIL

I wish to express my ap-
preciation to the people
who made it possible to
bring this car to the top
in only six weeks from
the time it was first run.
They are:
GARY CAGLE AND CREW
(Elliott and Butch)

C-T CRANKSHAFT
DON'S WELDED RODS
JOCKO'S FPORTING
HILDEBRANDT MFG.
WIL-CAP TORSION SPRINGS
CHAMPION SPARK PLUGS
GRANT PISTON RINGS
TORCO MOTOR OIL
POTVIN BLOWERS

Cagle and Herbert Dragster is fastest in America!! This was
proven at the Bokersfield National Championship Meet when
running under same conditions as other cars and under Otto
Crocker and Chrondek clocks, our car had two runs over 180
M.P.H. (the only car ever to go 180 M.P.H. twice) and only
car at Bukersfield to break 180 M.P.H.

HALIBRAND WHEELS
SCHIEFER
CLUTCH & FLYWHEEL

MOON TANK & COVER
WEIAND MANIFOLD
HILBORN FUEL INJECTN.

and Others That Helped
Phone: KEystone 3-1032 ST HERBSRT

1933 Manchester
Ancheim, California

CHET HERBERT

NEW FRONT-ENGINE
' MIDGET by Offyette!

A revolutionary concept in
miniature race cars!

@ Hydro-Coil suspension on
all 4 wheels

® Telescopic double-acting hy- ‘
draulic shocks, all 4 wheels

@ Engine in front for better
weight distribution, hondling

® 2 Wheel Hydraulic Brokes

® Rock & Pinion Steering

Not a toy, but a real winning race car!!

Send 25c¢ for brand new catalog on Offyette 2 Midget, new V4 with Calif.
Specs, and regular V. Dealer inquiries invited.

LARC-DOUGLAS, INC. :.ew Yore™ winier 24425
:"SOME LIKE IT HOTTER 1,

PRODUCTION e

ALGON FUEL INJECTORS HAND PRESSURE PUMPS g
LR —— wf’ =%

Large capacity
24 ST Dural with heat-treated ends.
New type positive check valve.

No. 1487—Side Mount ..
No. 1488—Dash Mount .

— Constant  fuel
pressure — Adjustable noz-
IHles — Load compensation

at all speeds — Switch
from fuels to gas easily —
¢ Allows use of higher com-

pression BREV Va
with pump drive - $325.00

Also available for: Chrysler V8, Olds & Cad V8, Ford V8-
60, Flat Head Ford, OHV Fora & Mercury and Buick V3.

WEIAND DRAG STAR

Chrysler 6 or 8-Carb. $80.00
Buick, Cad., DeSoto,

Dodge 6-Carb..........$78.50
Chevy VB8 6-Carb $86.50
Olds water Manifald $12.00

SPECIAL THICK INTAKE MANIFOLD GASKETS

oo 00 = 1 o)

For Olds, Buick, Cad, Chrysler, Ford, and
Pontiac. Specify make and year when

Prices do not include Carbs ordering. Set 0f 2 vunrnnnnnnn. $ 2.00
DISCOUNTS te garages — 0% sEresi
£as ttatians — spend sheps, ote. g':'.‘"::'.t'.:

Write inquiries on your bill head.
BUY THE BEST AT MIDWEST

seno 50C For Yours Topay - RE-
FUNDABLE ON YOUR FIRST

or Linkage. Also for Chev V8 Extra thick — $4.00
NEW 1959 CATALOG

PUR-

E‘i‘{"..:' CHASE. -
;c'u'-':'m nrnericah’s most AUTO
NELTRRSN | comprehensive
Oy Wiy wiearres [ catalog of SPECIALTIES

BIRECY FACTORY DISTRIBUTORS
11%07-H Miles Ave., Cleveland 5, Ohio
WYeming 1-5977 WYoming 1-4389

B oy R speed, custom,
7 power, & safe-
BUY AT CALIFORNIL PRICES

ty equipment,

'59 OLDS continued

Two transmissions are used for Oldsmo-
biles. a standard shift three-speed and the
latest version of the Hydra-Matic. The
three-speed is standard equipment for
both the 88 and Super 88. It has gear ra-
tios of 2.15 in low. 1.37 in second and di-
rect in third. A Corvette four-speed trans-
mission has ratios of 2.20. 1.66. and 1.31
and direct which illustrates how the Olds
standard transmission is very close to the
first. third and fourth gears of Corvetle's
gearbox. Even with the 3.64 rear axle ratio
used for stick shift Oldsmobiles, low gear
ratio is too high to provide the proper
gearing for a standing start. Since almost
1009 of the Oldsmobiles purchased this
vear will be equipped with Hydra-Matic.
though, there doesn’t seem to be much
cause for alarm here.

The Hydra-Matic. standard equipment
for the 98 and optional for the other two,

——

Nurrowe, sharp corners bronght squealing
protest from the tires even though speed
wus nol too high. Inside rear wheel quick-
Iv doses traction in such o maneuver.

is a4 four-speed automatic with ratios of
2.96. 2.53. 1.55 and direct. A fluid cou-

| pling dumps and fills with oil to control

ne front planetary unit and provide
smooth. almost imperceptible shifts in
normal driving, The shift lever can be
used to lock the transmission into second
+ third gears for high performance opera-
tion but automatic upshift devices prevent
uver-revving the engine. The car will auto-
matically upshift from second to third at
about 47 mph and from third to fourth at
about 72 mph. One feature of the Hydra-
Matic which we have always liked very
much is that the transmission can be

| downshifted into third gear for added en-

gine compression to assist in braking. This
shift can be made at any speed but the
downshift will not take place unless the
car is operating under 72 mph.

Three axle ratios are used with the Hy-
dra-Matic  transmission. depending on
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model. The ¢8 uses a 3.42 axle, the Super
88 a 3.23 and the 88 a 3.08 ratio. If you
have kept up with gear ratios in recent
vears, you will immediately notice that
Olds has the most old-fashioned ratios in
the industry. The best cruising ratio stand-

Tustrument panel has recessed cluster and
is very clean in design. The steering wheel
is deeply recessed with small horn but-
tons fitted into the two steering spokes.

ard with the strongest engine is a 3.23 ra-
tio while competitive cars use ratios such
as 2.6g. 2.87. 2.92, etc. This reluctance Lo
put a sensible cruising gear in their cars

has been instrumental in Oldsmuobile losing |

its reputation as an economical car to op-
erate. We know this firsthand hecause we
participated in the annual Mobilgas Econ-
omy Run for three years driving an Olds-
mobile (19356-"57-"58) and watched the
mileage get worse each vear. We staved
out of this most recent run but the aver-
age of three 88's was 17.70 mpg and a

pair of ¢8’s averaged 17.33 mpg. This was |

with extremely careful driving and per-
fectly tuned cars. Olds has a strong engine
and a good ratio spread in their four-speed
Hydra-Matic; they could easily use a ratio

of about 2.50 which could probably be re- |

sponsible for 2 or 3 mpg more in an econ-
omy run.

Driving the “59 Olds is an easy chore. |

The engine is quiet, there is very little
wind noise. throttle response is excellent.
brakes are good. workmanship is good and
after a few davs, even the awkward front
seat can start to feel OK. The car is no
Ferrari on the tight curves—in fact it is
probably about as well suited for road rac-

ing in stock form as is a Grevhound bus. |

The ride is soft and tight corners bring

squealing protests from the tires as the car |

leans badly and pushes the front wheels.
Strong crosswinds do not seem Lo affect the
car much but high speeds over rolling des-
ert roads will keep driver and passengers
wide awake.

Performance figures for our test car
were very good and the car was no light-
weight. checking in at 4620 pounds [ull of
fuel but minus driver. 54.8% of the weight
or 2530 pounds rested on the front wheels
and the other 2090 pounds were on the
rear. We ran acceleration tests with a full

( Continued on following page )
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Adjustable Rocker Arms & Tubular Push Rod Sets

GOTHA VALVE TRAIN COMPONENTS are the
answer to your valve losh adjustment prob-
lems. They provide easy self-locking edjust-
ment, are much lighter than the stock rockers
and push rods they replace and ore made
of only the best materials to assure you of
mare trouble free H.P. hours. Look them over
at your favorite speed shop or
send us 25 cents (refundable] for
complete details.

adjustable, lightweight
rockers & push reds

NEW!

fer ‘59 Oldsmobiles and ‘59 Chrysler
prod icis, Golden Commando, etc.

GOTHA, INC. Ph. Frankfort 5152
Box 6B7

Frankfort, Illinois

ENGINEERED EXHAUST HEADER KITS

“’Let Your Engine Breathe”

e @ 8
O ()

Basic Kit '57-58 Olds

-~ ™ »

jo- @ O

Build professional-looking exhaust headers easily, using our
Engineered Kits.

ORDER DIRECT OR FROM OUR NATIONAL DISTRIBUTORS
Bell Aute Parts @ Californio Speed and Sport ® Edelbrock Equip-
me:t Co. ® Honest Charley Speed Shop @ Moon Equipment Co.
Ofienrhouser Equipment Co. @ Enaincered Exhoust Heoder Kits,

180-degree U-Bends, 90-degree Bends, Straight Tubing, Allen Head
Cap Screws.

Don’t be misled, insist on the FINEST—insist on
engineered header kits with the formed tubes.
Moter Mounts — Flywheel Shields — Dropped Tie Rods — Safety Hubs

C.0.D.s O.K. Write for frec illustrated brochure. m

F.C B. San Diego Basic Kit '55-58 Pontioc
We have moved to o larger location so as to serve you even better in the future.

SAN DIEGO STEEL PRODUCTS
4955 Weeks, San Diego 10, Calif. — Phone BRowning 6-5420

World’s Largest Manufacturers of Engineered Competition Exhaust Kits
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HIGHLIGHTS IN THE JULY ISSUE:

‘Experimental Olds Roadster Dream Car”
"Hot Off the Showroom Floor — ‘59 El Caminol!”

ON SALE JUNE 18
—WATCH FOR IT!

Get this DYNAMIC DUO of Trend Books:

1959 EUSTON 1959 m
CUSTOM CARS HEhwinny HOT ROD HOT RQD _
ANNUAL ANNUAL

The No. 1
favorite with hot
rodding fans the
world over. Many

technieal hints,
photos of

outstanding rods.
Or send B5¢ each (covers postage, ete.) to:

Seores of up-to-
the minute,
photo-illustrated
ideas for custom-
izing enthusiasts.
Tips from top
experts.

€ EACH—ON
SALE NOW!

7

TREND BOOKS 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los An
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... over 500 total pages of :

1 worLD’'S BEST AUTO TESTS

® .

2 LATEST RODS. CUSTOMS, BOATS
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tank of fuel because we had trouble trying
to get rear wheel traction on standing
starts. The full load of fuel didn’t help
much either but we did get o-30 mph ac-
celeration times of 3.4 seconds, 8.4 sec-
onds from o-60 mph, 5.2 seconds from j3o-
6o mph using second and third gears, and
8.5 seconds for simulated passing from 50-
8o mph. Elapsed time for the Y4-mile was
16.7 seconds and a speed of 83 mph was
registered at the end of the quarter. The
figures just given denote a pretty lively
car and the axle ratio was 3.23 to 1. By
virtue of size. weight and springing, it
would seem that Oldsmobile is more in-
terested in a luxury car than performance
model. still yet. they keep the low gear in
jor acceleration.

Our test car delivered 13.4 miles per
wallon in freeway driving around the Los
Argeles area and 12.2 for slower city traf-
fic but with more signals thrown in to keep
the average down. Looking at the 17.70
mpg turned in by Olds 88’s traveling from
Los Angeles to Kansas City in Mobilgas’
Economy Run, we would estimate our test
car to be an average Olds in mileage pro-
ducing ability under everyday conditions.

Comparing the "59 Olds to the ‘54 which
served us so well is a little tough at this
stage of the game. We haven’t had the '54
for better than a year and a lot of changes
were made between 's4 and 's9. The ’59
Olds is a more luxurious car. is much larg-
er. heavier, has softer springs and is slight-
ly faster than was our “54. The early mod-
els certainly had the edge in mileage but
the guy who buys one of our large Ameri-
can cars today isn't too concerned with
mileage anyway. Let's face it, a lot of
BTU's are needed to move a heavy car
full of passengers and luggage at a good
rate of speed. The foreign imports will
cost less than half as much to operate but
will only carry half the load.
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Here's my dollar. Please send me the

next five issues of HOT ROD.
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“Then he said ‘Man wait ’til you
see the new fuel 've got.””
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