


WHEN CurysLER decided to capitalize on the 300
series’ good name with a lower-priced line of cars, it
wisely kept the letter series going, too, although the re-
lationship of the two is a bit confusing. The 1962 version
is the eighth in this procession and thus bears the desig-
nation 300-H. Chrysler says when it finishes the alphabet
it will continue with double letters; the “AA” will appear
in 1982!

The 300-H also continues its predecessors’ penchant
for brilliant performance and leather-lined luxury while
making those forebears seem a bit lacking in one area or
another. The 300-H, we think, is extremely desirable; it
combines into one package most of the elements we think
necessary in a high-performance automobile.

There are few visible exterior changes for *62, although
the best one is the most noticeable one—the tailfins are
gone! Minus these, the 300-H assumes a neat and sleek
appearance. Not so readily apparent, however, is the
most important change; the 300-H is shorter, lighter and
quicker than any of its ancestors. There really isn’t much
to identify the 300-H from the new 300 serics, the main
external differences being chrome lettering on the trunk
lid and 7.60-15 Goodyear Blue Streak tires. Both models
bear the now-familiar red, white and blue 300 emblem;
front, sides and rear.

Inside, 300-H appointments manifest themselves in-
stantly. This is strictly a 4-passenger car and each passen-
ger is allocated his own padded leather armchair in
which to ride. Although they’re billed as bucket seats, few
buckets ever were so luxurious (or wide). The front two
seats are individually adjustable fore and aft, the back
two aren’t. Ensconced behind the steering wheel, the
driver gets a definite king-on-his-throne delusion. Con-
sole armrests divide the front and rear sides into separatc
compartments as surely as did the old-fashioned bundling
board. Virtually out of sight on the front console is the
mechanical tachometer, a fine and useful instrument—if
it had been positioned where the driver could see it with-
out taking his eyes completely off the road! The special
150-mph speedometer is buried inside the Chrysler line’s
ridiculous “Astradome” instrument panel, while the rest
of the controls, pedals and dials are like thosc on any
other Chrysler, Tan leather (and some vinyl) covers the
interior tastefully, but is the only color available.

The special interior trim is just one featurc of the
300-H specification. The 413-cu. m. engine, now fitted
‘with two 4-venturi carburetors atop it, is another. This is
described clsewhere (See “Detroit’s Cubic Inch Race,”
page 8). We'll only say here that it does its particular job
magnificently. Coupled to Chrysler’s 3-speed, push-button-

controllable TorqueFlite transmission, the power pack-
age is completely docile and controllable, yet delivers
maximum effort upon demand. No point here in yearning
for a 3- or 4-speed manual transmission, they simply
aren’t available (although Dodge has both close-ratio
units for its 413-cu. in. engines). Chrysler has tried the
French-built Pont-a-Mousson 4-speed as an option, but
it proved too expensive, and has been dropped.

Standard equipment on the 300-H also includes power
steering, braking and window lifting systems. Although
we don’t particularly care for the super-sensitive Chrysler
steering, we won’t question its value on such a big, heavy
car. It does have the advantage of a quicker ratio, which
effectively increases the car’s maneuverability.

We will, however, criticize the brakes. They are ade-
quate, but just barely so. Although large enough to do
the job (drums are 12 x 2.5 in., total swept area 377
sq. in.), the 300-H brakes arc prone to rapid fade. This
may be caused by wrong brake lining, poor cooling of the
drums or an inefficient design. Whatever the case, it has
been present in all the 300-series Chryslers we've tested
in the past year (300-G, 300, 300-H). The car stops
well enough, once, but the second crash stop from 80
finds wheels grabbing and pulling in a most discomfiting

The combination of
elegant appointments,
superior handling
and a vastly

flexible power train
makes the 300-H,

in our opinion,

a supremely
desirable automobile.
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INDIVIDUAL ARMCHAIRS for four passengers.

DEEP TRUNK holds plenty of luggage.

manner. Also, after the second stop, pedal pressure had

become quite high in relation to brake effectiveness—the
first sign of fade. Perhaps the aluminum-finned iron
drums of the Buick or sintered linings of the Corvette

would alleviate this. The brakes are probably entirely.

adequate for city driving but mountain driving could
compound. the problem.

The going part of the 300-H is perhaps its strongest
point. It accomplishes every phase of forward motion
with beguiling ease. 1dling about town is a pleasure and
the big engine just loafs; when the highway opens up,
so do you. The push-button transmission will lct the en-
gine rev to the maximum in any gear and 6000 rpm pro-
duces a whistling 63 mph in Ist and 106 mph in 2nd. We
don’t ordinarily over-rev an engine by quite such a margin
but the 300-H did it so easily in 1st we used fewer rpm in
2nd during timed runs. Mistreatment is never really nec-
essary in this car anyway because the automatic trans-
mission does a good job of picking the shift points. At
wide-open throttle it shifts 1-2 at 50 mph and 2-3 at 80
mph. Acceleration times suffer only fractionally.

Considering that the test weight of the 300-H is 4560
Ib., its 16-sec. quarter-miles are outstanding. Traction is
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good with the Blue Streaks and it reaches 100 mph in
21 sec. Top speed is, we estimate, 133 mph; it could be
slightly more, since 133 corresponds with the power peak
of 5200 rpm and the engine does turn beyond that. An
actual 140 should be easy enough to accomplish with a
freshly-tuned engine—if you have an open, safe, unpa-
trolled highway handy. Incidentally, we found the speed-
ometer to be virtually dead accurate at our usual chccks
at 10-mph increments; something rarely found today.

How did the 300-H get lighter and [laster? To begin
with, Chrysler stopped putting it on the long, 126-in. New
Yorker chassis and adapted the 300-H specifications to
the 122-in. Newport (ex-Windsor) model. Over-all
length and weight thus were reduced too, the latter item
by 300 lb. The 5-in.-less length will never be missed as
interior dimensions remain the same.

A good share of the 300-H’s desirability lics in the way
it handles. It is vastly different from the 300 we tested
Jast month. Where the 300 had a soft, boulevard ride, the
300-H has a firm, almost harsh, guality to its motion.
But where the 300 feels flighty and floaty from the 80s
on up, the 300-H’s stiffer suspension comes into its own
—there’s not an ounce of a bounce. (You get the feeling



that the car isn’t riding over the undulations, it’s smash-
ing them flat like a stcamroller!) Slightly larger torsion
bars in front (1.0l in. vs. 0.99 in. for the Newport and
300) and an extra spring leaf in the rear partially ac-
complish the feat. Spring rate at front is 130 lb. per in.
and at the rear approximately 160. Stronger shock ab-
sorbers and a husky, 0.75 in. diameter anti-roll bar on the
front help, too.

There are other, more subtle differcnces throughout the
300-H, justifying, we think, its $2000 price increasc over
the 300 scries. Also, many of the accessories not in-
cluded in the 300’s list price are included in that of the
300-H (i.e., power steering, power brakes, 413-cu. in.
engine, dual exhaust, automatic transmission, numerous
comfort and trim items). Some of these “‘conveniences”
we could forego; however, the 300-H comes as a com-
plete package and we're not sure but what it’s the best
way to insure that the buyer gets what he needs to safely
operate such a rapid and roadable vehicle.

The Chrysler 300-H, then, is a total automobile. Noth-
ing has been sacrificed in building it the way the en-
gineers think it should be made. Its handling and appoint-
ment are superb, its performance and styling excellent;
we only wish it would stop a bit better. In the case of the
300-H, one very nearly can have cverything. [ |
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