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AMA Specifications — Passenger Car Page |

Data prepared ond distributed by American automobile monufacturers, using uniform questionnaire form
developed by car manufacturers under ocuspices of the Automobile Manufacturers Association.

MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1959 DATE! ISSUED 8-1-58 REVISED 4-7-59
COMPANY DESOTO DIVISION - CHRYSLER CORPORATION '
MODEL NAME SYMBOL MQ' DE]_ NAME Y MBOL
FireSweep MS1-L
Firedome MS2-M
FireFlite MS3-H
Adventurer MS3-H .

~ TABLE OF CONTENTS

General Specifications ..., | Drive Units v vvuvvervonnns 12 Roor Suspension ,........ 18 Body & Car = General ., ... 25
Engine - Mechanical ,..,. 2 Brakes....iiseninianns 15  Body Dimensfons .. ....... 19 Weights o .vvnvevsnenns 26
Electrical vvuvvuuccanas 8  Front Suspension & Steering . . 16  Station Wogon ......e.u. 24 Index ,....eiincnanan 7
NOTES:

1. The specifications set farth heréin are those in effect at the date of compilotion ond are subject to change without notice.

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED; '

2, All specifications are stondard for the models under which they are listed,

3. Specifications apply hasicolly to 4-door sedan or equivalent, Body dimensions shown on poges 19-24 include other body modals available,
4, All dimensions are nominal engineering dimensions,

GENERAL SI’ECIF_ICIA'I'IONS

- e FireSweep MS1 1 5 FireFlite MS3 :
- MODEL ot Except Station F%dzome Except Station Ahd{;;?mgf
Poge No.: Sta . ng* léfé gon Sta W&g - Wa#gml
Wheelbase {L-101) - 22 122 126
Tread Front (W=101) 23 . 60.9
Reor (W-102) .23 59.8
R Length (1-103) 2 || 217,1(a) | 216.1 | 221.1 (b) | 220.1 | 221.1
Overall Width (W-103) 23 78.7 -
Dimensions | Height (H-101) 2 [ (e) [ 571 T (B (g | 57.4 | 55,0
Tronsmission— | Manual 12 ' tan N/A :
(Specify trade Overdrive 13 S dard _ N/A .
hot availble) | Automatic, 13 Special - PF _or TF Standard - TF
Manual 14 _ 3.54 ' ---
Axle ratio Overdrive 14 - ¥
Automatic 14 - 3.31
Tire size 15 8.00x14 (c) | 8.50x 14
: Type, no. ¢yl., volve am. 2 . OHYV, 9‘00 V-8 :
Fuel system (Carb. orin].) 6 2 bbl - | 4 bbl ] 2.4 bbl
Bore and stroke 2 4,12 x 3.38 4,25 x 3,38 '
Engine Piston displ., cu. In. 2 361 ' ' 383
Std. compression ratio 2 10.0 , 10.1
Max. bhp at engine rpm 2 295 at 4600 305a14600 325 at 4600 350 at 5000
Mox. forque at rpm 2 390 at 2400 410at2400 425 at 2800 425 at 3600
NOTE: PF - PowerFlite TF - TorqueFlite - N/A - Not Available Rev. Form 1-58

- (@) With Special Equipment Front and Rear Guards; Without Guards - 215.5

(b) Std. Fireflite & Adventurer, Firedome without spec. equip. bumper guards - 219.5
(c) All 3-seat Station Wagans use 4 Captive-Air Tires.

(d) Adventurer Engine Package is available on all Models at extra cost.

(e) 4-Dr. Sedan - 56.8; 4-Dr, HT - 54.9; 2-Dr, HT - 54,8

(f) 4-Dr. Sedan - 57.1; 4-Dr. HT - 55.2; 2-Dr. HT - 55.1

(g) 4-Dr. Sedan - 57.1; 4-Dr, HT - 55.1; 2-Dr. HT - 55.0
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T
: |
MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1952 DATE: Issuep 8-1-5C pevisep
] MS3
MODEL MS1 | Ms2 M3 Adventurer (a)
ENGINE—GENERAL _
Type, no. cyls., valve arr. Overhead, Q0°, V-8. In-Line
Bore and stroke L.12 x 3,38 4,25 x 3.38
Piston displacement, cu. in. 36]_ 383 —
Bore spacing (C/L to C/L) L.80
No, system L. Bank 1-3=-5-7
(front to rear) R. Bank 2.4.6.8
Firing order , 1-8-14-3-6-5.T=2
Compres. ratio Standard 10.0 I e it 10.1
{nominal) Optional ' {a)
Cylinder Head Stondard Cast Tron
Material Optional Seome
Cylinder 5leeve - Wet, dry, none None
Number of Front Two
mounting points  |paq; . One
Taxabl ia.2 x No. Cyl.
horepowee —ZA 1 54.3 - 57.8
Published | Standard 290 at 4600 305 at 4600 305 at 4600 350 at 5000
bhp 3
:}ﬂ?‘m Optional ( a ) ﬁ
Published | Standard 390 at 2400 | 410 at 2400 425 at 2800 25 at 3600
n;zx.ﬁtor ® - -
:al‘l\'ﬁ} ' Optional ( a )
Rac':im ded fuej | Standard Premium
regular ~ premium | Optional i
Recommended idle speed (neutral) : 450 - 500 : | 650 - 700
ENGINE—PISTONS '
Material Aluminum Alloy .
; Slipper-Type, Thermally Controlled by Steel Struts,
s pphcronac TRl Elliptically Turned, Tin-Plated
Welght (plston only) oz. gﬁ . é ! 2 Z .2 I 27.5
* Max. bhp (broke horsepower) and max. torque corrected as defined by SAE Engine Fest Code.

(Continued) Rev. Form 6-57

(a) Adventurer engine package 1s available on all models at extra cost.
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Poge 3
DESOTO 1959 . 8-1-58 4-7-59
~~. MAKE OF CAR MODEL YEAR DATE: ISSUED_2"27Y° REVISED____
)
’ MS3
~ MODEL MS1 l MS2 1S3 Adventurer
ENGINE PISTONS (Cont.)
Top land .040
risarociand IR [ .0005 - 001
Bottom -
No. 1 ring .24
Ring proove No. 2 ring .24
depth No. 3 ring .22 I .23
No. 4 ring i
ENGINE—RINGS
Ne. 1, oil or comp. Comp.
F“"c:i"" No. 2, oil or comp. Comp,
(bt::o:) No. 3, cil or comp. Oil
No, 4, oil or comp. None
Descriplion -
| o Cast Iron, Standard Taper, Standard Twist, Tin Plate
Width .078
Gap .013 - .025
Descrlp;ion - .
material, type,
oil Soating, sic. Cast Iron, Single-Piece Unit
™ Width .186
Gap - 013 - 3 025
Expanders On Oil Ring Only: Standard Tension Hump-Type
ENGINE—PISTON PINS
Material High Manganese Steel
Length 3. 56
Diometer 1,003
Vi :;?si::? filuffa};ine::. Press-Fit in Rod
Bushing In rod or piston None
Material None
Clearance In piston ‘ 00045 =y 00075
In rod .0007 - .,0012 Interference
Direction & amount offset in piston .09 Right
ENGINE—CONNECTING RODS
Material Drop-Forged Steel
Weight (oz.) 28, 6 29.8
Length {center to center) 6, 36 6.77
Miisiol & Typd Lead Pase Fabbit on Steel; Removable, Precision-Type
Bearing -Overull length " 027
Clearance (limits) 4 0005 - & 0015
~ End play .0‘09 ks .017 (2 RE&)

Rev. Form 6-57
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MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1959 pare: 1ssuep_8-1-58 gpevisep
. . MS3
MODEL Ms1 Ms2 MS3 Adventurer
ENGINE—-CRANKSHAFT _
Motarial Drop-Forged Steel
Vibtotien:gamper 11pe Non-Adhesion Rubber Dynamic
End thrust token by bearing (No.) #3 Center
Crankshaft end play 002 - 007
Material & type
* Lead Rase Babbit on Steel; Remova_ble. Precision-Type (a)
Clearance 0005 - L0015
' Ne. | 2.63x .91 . Le s 2,75x .91
Main om— No. 2 2.63 X . 91 2. 75_3 ,_91
bearing | g0 ond | No. 3 2.63x .94 2.75x .94
lmrin? No. 4 2.63x .91 2.75x .91
prerall [ No: s 2.63x .91 o an s 2.75x .91
No. & None _—
_ No.7 None
| Dir. & amt. cyl. offset None ...
Crankpin journal diometer E 2.38 .
 ENGINE—-CAMSHAFT B R
Locarion Center of "V" above Crankshaft_ )
Materiol Hardenable Cast Iron, with Cams and Drive Gear
for Distributor and Oil Pump Cast Integrally :
Bearings | Material Lead Base Pabbit on Steel '
Number 5 -
Gear or_chain Chain 5
St High Manganese Stcel
amshaft gear or . ' I
Ly{pvu.of scpr:‘:kc:' nsqfcriol Cast lron
Neo. of links 50
Timing Width 875 . -
chaln Pitch , 50 T
ENGINE—-VALVE SYSTEM
Hydraullc lifters (Std, opt, NA) Std .
al provision for valv ' AN
s p{inthe, :mun)’ Low Friction Lock on Exhaust
Rocker ratio. 1, S0 to 1
Operating tappst :
I ntake . ‘
Shescpuas, . Intak Not Applicaplg |
or cold) -
Exhaust Not Applicable
Timing marks on fly-
wha:lg, dump:: al}i"ler Vibration Damper —
. Rev. Form 6-57

{Contlinued)

(a) Thrust bearings are Tin Base Babbit on Steel,
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~~\ MAKE OF CAR DESOTO moDEL YEAR 1959 pare: issuep_8-1-58 peyisgp 371709
) MsS2 MS3
MODEL ) MS1 MS3 Adventurer
ENGINE—VALVE SYSTEM (cont.)
Opens (°BTC) 15_ ’ 20
Intoke [ Closes (PABC) 57 60
Duration - deg. ) 252 ﬁ2_60
Timing Opens (°85C) 57 58
Exhaust | Closes {°ATC) 15 22
Duration = deg. 252 260
Valve opening overlap 30 42
Materlal Silicon-Chromium Steel
Overall length L ’ 4 87 L.
Actual overall head dia. 1.95 I _2__.08
Angle of seat 45
Seat insert materiol None
Stem diameter .37
Stem to guide clearance 001 - .003
Intake LIft .390
Outer Valva closed 100 1.86
iy (Ib. @ In.) . atl,
roke. an alva n
ength | (5@ o) 195 at 1,47
Valve closed
s i | (b @1n) ! None
I mu.hond Valve open :
g | (Ib. @ in.) None
Materlal 21-4N
Overall length 4, 78
Actual overall head dla, . 1.60
Angle of seat 45
Seat Insart material None
Stem diameter .37
Stem to guide clearance . 002 - 004
Exhaust LIft i 3%0
Valve closed ’
Quter | (1p, @ In.) 100 at 1,86
spring
ess.Q alve
Fenath (\;h' @) 195 at 1.47
o, e None
r;:;?}:md Valve open
(Ib. @ In.) None
ENGINE—LUBRICATION SYSTEM
Main bearings ) Pressure
Connecting rods Pressure
I:m&:‘;lon Piston pins Metered Jet Spray
{splash, Camshaft bearlngs Pressure
:L:‘;;':; Tappets Pres__gurg
7 Timing gear or chaln ... .let S i
Cylinder walls Metered, Jet Spray

{Continued) Rev. Form 6-57
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MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1959 parte: 1ssuep_8-1-58 pevisep 5 e
. MS
MODEL Ms1 | MS2 Msa Adventurer
ENGINE—LUBRICATION SYSTEM (cont.)
Oil pump type ROIH.IY
Normal oil pressure (Ib. @ engine rpm) 45-65 at 2000
Qil pressure sending unit (elect. or mach.) Mechanicgl
Type oil intake (floating, stationary) Stationary
Oil filter system {full flow, partial, other) Full F]_O\;J
Filter replacement {element, complete) Complete; Screw-0On
Capacity of crankcase, less filter-refill {qt.) 5
: Above +32F ., ., . ... SAE 30, SAE 20W-40, or SAE 10W-30
0‘; f:ﬂ“ ":“"‘"“':d:)d (SAE viscosity As Low As+10F , . ... SAE 20W, SAE 20W-40, or SAE 10W-30
TR R As Low As -10F , , . . . SAE 10W, SAE 10W-30, or SAE 5W-20
Below -10F , . . . . ... SAE 5W or SAE 5W-20
Engine Service Requirement (MM, MS, etc.)
ENGINE—~EXHAUST SYSTEM
Type (single, single with cross-over, dual, other)f Std Opt Std: Si.ngle ' Dual
Single | Dual Opt:_Dual
o e serain resto Reverse Flow |
Exhaust pipe dia. (O.D, ] Branch 2.0 s Single Only: 2.0 o o
wall thickness) Main 2.5 2.0 Single: 2.5; Duwal: 2,0 2.25 =i
Tall pipe diemeter (O.D, & wall thickness) 2 1,75 Sl!]gle; 2 . 0.3 Dual: 1.75 2.0
ENGINE—FUEL SYSTEM (g::e f::::::::cto::o:‘:d? for Details of Fuel Injection,
::f:::i]::, Z‘LZ’..:E:,’;‘:,‘."'“' fos Carburetor
Fuel Copacity (gals.) 20 (a,) I 23 (a)
Tank Filler lodation Left Rear Fender
£oil Type (elec. or mech.) Mechanical
Pom p Locations Lower Right Front of Engine
| Pressure range . 6-7 psi
Vacuum booster (std., optional, nane) None
Fuel Type Plastic and Ceramic Plastic and Paper
Filter Locations (b) © Fuel Tank and Carb
Make & el .
Model Mo BBD-2870S BBD-2871S AFB-27945 |Frt: AFB-2790S
(6] (H (f) Rr: AFB-2791S
Number & Type 4-bbl Two, 4-bbl
Dual, Downdraft Downdraft Downdraft
Barrel size 1-9/16 (d) (e)
Carburetor | Choke type Separate, In Manifold Integral, Rear
EZL&.T‘:T'?J?'.S’ ot contrel Exhaust
Air clnr. | Standard Pamr_Elinent
type Optional None

(a) Station Wagons - 22,
(b) Fuel Tank and Carb.
(c) Fuel Tank and Carb(Integral with Fuel Pump).
(d) Primary 1-7/16; Secondary 1-9/16.
(e) Primary, Front and Rear - 1-7/16; Secondary, Front and Rear - 1-9/16,
(f) See data for MS3 Adventurer when equipped with Adventurer engine,

Rev, Form 1-58 =
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~ '
MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1959 DATE: issuep 8/1/58 revisep
; MS3, MS3-Adventurer
MODEL !l Ms2, Ms3,
ENGINE~LQOLING SYSTEM
Type (pressure system,
atmospheric, other) Pressure - Vent
Radiator cap relief voive oressure ! - .I..h-_PB].
Clreulation| Type (choke, bypass) I Choke, Pellet
thermastot [ gyqess 10 open ot 1°F) i 180Y
Type (centrifugal, cther} ], Centrifugal
Water Number of pumos i One
pump Drive (V-balt, ather} i! . V=Belt S o
= 1] . e : T
Bearing type . ;| Seﬂled. Ball wm
By=pass recirculotion fyps {internal, axternol) ! Internal
Fudlilcflor e fyhe. - : Cellular - Tubular or
cellular, tube and fin, other ? Fin M
Cooling | With heater (gt} !‘.k 17 18
system Without heater {gt.) ! 16 15
copacity Opt. equipment-specify (qt.) Hone
Water jacksts full length of cylinder (yes, no) No
Water all around cylinder (yes, no) Yes
Number and ty|
(molded, uraigm} W
— Lower —
Inside diameter
1.5
Number and type
Radiator {molded, slroigﬁf) One, Molded
Upper
hess Inside diameter 1.5
L ]
Number and type .
(molded, straight) None
By-pass "
Inside dicmeter
bkl L]
Number of blades & Spacing Four 162 ]obo
Diometer i 18 .
Fan Ratio-fan to crankshaft rev. 0.95 to 1
Fan cutoul type Ho 8 o,
Bearing type See Water m
Fan See Supplement Page 7
*Drive Generator -
belts Water Pump -
LLT:“S:% Power Steering ——
by lotter) | Air Conditioning P
Rev. Form 1-58

J * Drive Belt Dimensions

See Supplement Page 7

\Anglo of V o
Nominal length (SAE) ——

Width
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Rev. Form 1-58
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Page 8

MODEL YEAR_1959 pate: 1ssuen8-1-58 Rpevisep _4=7=59

MS3, NiS2: Hi Perf

Ms1 Adventurer

MS2 MS3

ELECTRICAL-—-SUPPLY SYSTEM

Moke ond Model Auto-Lite 11-HS-40 er Willard HO-11-60
Voltage Rig.& Total Plates 12, 66
okiory SAE: Designation & Amp Hr. Rig} _ 2 $HB,_§Q
poeation Under Hood in Left Front Fender Shield
Terminal grounded Neggtlve
Make Auta-Lite
Model GIM-8001A
Generator Ty pe Shunt Wound
Ratic—Gen. to Cr/s rev. 2.12
Gen. cut-in—aengine rpm 560
Make Auto-Lite
Modet VRX-6301A
Type Current and Voltage Control
osing voltoge
Citoin | @ Goraare o 12.6 to 13.6 at 1040
Regulitet relay :]:\::pr:: current 0-6_
Regu- Voltage 1he3-1Le9
lated Current 35
Voltege |_Temperature 70F
i la;slt:gon- Load 15-mdn at 7-3 mp - Vglggg Che!Ek
ditions | Other Additional 15-min at Rated Volts - Current Check
ELECTRICAL—STARTING SYSTEM
Make Auto-Lite :
Model MDT-6001 | MDT-6002 _
3:’.:“:%*‘“ Clockwise
Engine cranking speed Cold: 35-rpm Hot: 150-rpm
Test conditions Cold: SAE 5Wat -20 F
E::::::W Hot:  SAE 30 With Completely Warmed Engine
Amps 350
:’:::k Volts 4
Torque (Ib. ft.) 8.5
No Amps 58 I . 8.0
load Volts 11
rest RPM (min.) 3800
Switch (solenoid, manual) Bendix (a) | Solenoid, Positive Engagement
Starki
- p:o::azgu Manual 3-Speed Transmission: Depress accelerator pedal one-third
fokhict and turn ignition key beyond "On" position.
PowerFlite and TorqueFlite: Depress accelerator pedal cne-third,
push in "N" Neutral push button, and turn ignition key beyend "On™
positon,
Rev. Form 1-58
(a) Ant-Kickout,
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MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1959  DATE: I1SSUED_8-1-58 REVISED
r “ MS2 - Hi-Perf
MODEL MS1 Ms2 MSs3 MS3 - Adventurer
ELECTRICAL—-STARTING SYSTEM (cont.) _
Engagement type Inertia I Solenoid Positive
Pinion meshes (front, rear) Front
Eio::r Number | Pinion 9
of teeth Flywheel 172
Flywheal tooth face width . 375
ELECTRICAL—IGNITION SYSTEM
Make Auto-lite
et [ocel CAH-4001
Hiek Engine stopped 31
Engine idling 2.5
Make Auto-Lite
Made| I1BP~4005B IBS-4006C ‘
Centrifugall Start (rpm) 0 at 520-880 0 at 720-1050
Crankshiag | iermeriate 0-4 at 880 0-5.7 at 1050
degrees @ patts dag- 9 e 8-12 at 1600 11.2-15 at 1650
Disriborer |9 | Mox des. @ rpm 17-21 at 4300 17-21 at 4000
Vacuum Stort (in. Hg) 0at6.2-8.0 Qat7. 5‘8,2
Sikihatt | ot degln.t 102t9.4 - 11.5 11.6 - 14 at 14
e | dag. . 75, 19-25at14.5 23 -29at18.2_
Breaker gap (in.) 015 - ,018
Cam angle (deg.) - 27 - 32 [ 27 - 32, Total 34-40
Breoker arm tension (oz.) ' 17 - 20
Crankshaft deg. @ rpm. 10 BTC at 500 I 10 BTC at 700 (a)
Mark lecation On Statdonary Indicator
Timing Cylinder numbering system LeftBank: 1-3-5-7
(see page 2) Right Bank: 2 -4 -6 - 8
" Firing order (see page 2) 1-8-4-3-6-5-7-2
Make and model Auto-Lite
- A-42 | A3
Pr:; Thread (mm) 14-mm
Tightening torque {lb. Ft.) 30 - 32
Guap o 035
Conductor fype Resistor
Cable Insulation type Rubber, with Neoprene Jac ket
Spark plug protector Neogrene
ELECTRICAL--SUPPRESSION
Description Resistance-Type Spark Plug Leads and
Built-In Resistor in Distributor
Rev. Form 1-58 Mo

(a) MS2 - Hi Perf,, Engine RPM 500.
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.4«AKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1959 pATE:IssUED 8-1-58  REVISED
ELECTRICAL—INSTRUMENTS AND SWITCHES
Speed- Make Auto-Lite
ommter Trip odometer (yes, no) No

Charge indicator ~type

Indicator Light

Temperature

indicator -type

Electric, Magnetic

Oil pressure

indicator -type

Indicator Light

Fuel indicator=type

Electric, Magnetic

Other None
it onr il
cuits controlled Center Position - Off
1st Position Clockwise - Ignition and Accessory Circuit Only
lgnition 2nd Position Clockwise - Starter and Ignition Circuit Only
s 1st Position Counterclockwise- Accessory Circuit Only
Provision for illumination None
Location nght of Steerlng Column
|dentify positions ;
and lights Counterclockwise Position - Off
Main light- | Sontrolled 18t Position Clockwise - Instrument, Tail, Parking, and License
Ing switch Plate Lamps
A 2nd Position Clockwise - Inmstrument, Head, Tail, and License
Plate Lampa
ocations and :
ll-omp: controlled Instrument Lamp Switch-- Left of Steering Column on Instrument Panel,
Other light Variable all Instruments; Stop Lamp Switch - In Master Cylinder; Map
switches and DomeLamps - Automatic Switch in Front Doors; Direction Signal
Switch - Lever on Steering Column.
t?:::i:;;::ﬁeie- Windshield Wiper Switch - Variable Speed, Left of Steering Column
Map Light - Right Side of Dash :
iy B Heater Control - Two-Speed. by Push-Buttons Right of Steering Column
Defroster Control - Push-Button Right of Steering Column
Alr Vent - Push Button Right of Steering Column
Make Auto-Lite or (Single Speed Only) General Industries :
Windshield ?pa i —Electrie
. None
Washer provision None
Type Sea Shell (a)
Horn Number used 2 (_g)
Amp draw (each) 9-10

Rev. Form 6-57

(a) Additional High-Note Trumpet Special Equipment All Models.
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MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR_195% parte: 1ssuep 81798 gpevisep__ . .
WODEL MS1, MS2, MS3 - ALL MODELS
ELECTRICAL—-~LAMP BULBS

Give quantity used and trade number, e.g., Headlamp 2-5400 S, dual headlight 2-4001, 2-4002,
Indicate accessories which are not standard equipment by an asterisk following the numbers.

Headlomps & arrangement

Dual Horizontal; 2-4001, 2-4002

Headlamp beam indicator 1-57

Parking light 2-1034 (a)_

Tail light 2-67

Stop light . 2-1034 (b)

— Feont 2-1034 (a)

,i;:j " | Rear _2-1034 (b)
Indicator 2-57

License plate light 1-67 (C)

Instrument light 2-57

Ignition lock light None

Back up light 2-1073

Doma light 1-1004

Clock light 1-1816*

Radio light 2-57*

Glove compartment light None

Speedometer 3-57

Ammeter Indicatpr 1-57

Oil Pressure In tor 1-57

Map & Courtesy Lamp 1-1004 ' o

Ash Receiver Light 2-53 (d) .

Transmigsion Cghtrol 1-57%

Handbrake Indicdltor 1-90%

ELECTRICAL--FUSE &CIRCUIT BREAKER DATA

Use trade number of fuse, e.g., SFE-10. Indicate circuit breaker by ampere capacity suffixed by letters''C.B."", e.g., 30 C.B. Where fuse orcircuit
breaker protects multiple circuits indicate first use by a letter and repect the some letter for all units pmtocleJ by the same fuse or circuit breaker,
e.g., Parking lights SFE-10 (a), Direction indicator same as {a). :

Headlomp 22.5 CB (A)
Headlomp beam indicator -Same As (A)
Parking light Same As (A)
Tail light 15 CB____(B).
Ston light Same As (B)
Direction Indicator None
License plate light Same As (B)
Instrument light Same As {TB)
Ignition light None
Back up light 6 CB (C)
Dome light Same As (B)
Clock SFE-2
Clock light Same As (B)
Radio SFE-7.5
Glove compartment light Same As (B)
ds d Wi Single Speed, 5 CB: Variable Speed, Same As (C)
Window Lift 30 CB
Seat Adjuster 40 CB N
eater SFE-20
Rear Defroster SFE-6
Front Air Cond, 3AG-18 Rev. Form 6-57

(a) Integral Unit

(d) Std. Fireflite & Adventurer only.

(b) Integral Unit, Double-Fllament Bulb One Ash Rec. Lite Optional Other Models.
(c) Two Lights on Suburban



/

Sz

AMA Specifications — Passenger Car Page 12
MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1959 parte: I1ssuep_8-1-58 gevisen 37159
. 2 3’H
— Ms1 | MS2 N:S3 AdS3-H
DRIVE UNITS—CLUTCH (Manval Transmi_ssion)
Make & type Bﬂrg]:)fl.yBECk N/ A
Type pressure plate springs Coi}- ——
Tota! plate pressure (Ib.) 1275 (¢) i
. No. of clutch driven discs One -
Material (b) ——-
Outside & inside dia. 10.5x 6.5 CEE
Clutch Total eff. area (sq.in.) 106.8 o
facing . Thickness .125 e
Engagement cushion- Flat Springs, e
ing method Crimped
Release Type & method Bﬂ.u, I
bearing of lubrication Permanent
orsional Mathods: ings, ,
Lumping fric'lion rn;fP;nc?ls Coil Springs -
DRIVE UNITS—TRANSMISSIONS
Manual (std. or opt.) Standard | N/A
Manval with overdrive (std. or opt.) N / A
o Optional : ]
Automatic (std. or opt.) PF or TF Smndard TF
DRIVE UNITS—MANUAL TRANSRISSION
Number of forward speeds Three PR
In first 2.12 -
. In second 1,43 g
:';;-;ssm|ss|on In third 1, 00 —__
In fourth w2 e
In reverse 2.73 ————
Synchronous meshing, specify gears 'led and 3rd ===
Copacity (p1) 2.75 =
Type recommended {a) -
Lubricont SAE vis— | Summer SAE 80 ==
‘5‘”? Winter Above -10F: SAE 80 o
NUMBET | Extreme cold Below -10F: SAE 75 =

N/A - Not Available; PF - PowerFlite; TF - TorqueFlite.

Rev. Form é-57

(a) Multipurpose Gear Lubricant or Lubricant Designated API Service GL-4,
(b) Molded Woven Asbestos.

(c) Plate pressure for Later Cuilt Cars (centrifugal clutch); Early Built Caxs ~ 2332 1b.
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< e AN
MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1959 pare: lssuso.‘i}_f’.s_nev13mm___
MODEL MS1 | Ms | 8 Adventurer
DRIVE UNITS—MANUAL TRANSMISSION WITH OVERDRIVE

For transmission dota see monual transmission section

Type (planetary or other) None

Manual fockout (yes, no) -

Dowrshift accelerator control (yes, no) -

Minimum cut=in speed Shiaiom

Gear ratio o i
Overdrive Capacity (Overdrive only) -

Separate filler (yes, no) ——

Lu- | Type recommended ks

bri- SAE vis- Summer -

Fant cosity Winter il

number [ et cold ---
~ DRIVE UNITS—AUTOMATIC 'RANSMISSION
Trade name PowerFlite (a) TorqueFlite (b)
Type describe 2-Speed Automatic _ 3-Speed Automatic
W/Torque Converter _ W/Torque Converter
Methed of Selection ;
{Lever, Push Button or other) Push Bu ttOl'l.
Selector Pattern I R|N QI o l R I N DI ‘\_““’
' L "1[2]
List gear ratios Selector Pattern and R| Reverse 2.20
indicute wl:!:;n irlc t:udpir: oy R| Reverse 2.39 N| Neutral
selector position N Neutral D| Drive 2.45-1,45-1.00
D| Drive 1.72-1.00 |57 pow-Intermediate 2,45-1.45
L] Low 1.72 - {11 Low 2._45 :

Mox. upshift spesds —drive range 60 70 ' 80
Max. kickdown speeds — drive range 60 : - . 60 75

Number of slements - Three
Torque Max, ratie ot stall : 2 2 : :
convertor | at engine rpm 5 at 1810 i . 2.2 at 1810 (C)

Type of cooling (air, water) ' : Wa_.t_gl‘
Lubricant | Capacity—refill (pt) 20 | 21

Type recommended Auto NE B8 F =
Speclal transmission . E .
o) ores Spring-Loaded Hydraulic Valve to Prevent

Accidental Reverse Engagements
(a) PowerFlite is available optionally on MS1 only. | . iau

(b)  TorqueFlite 1s available optionally on MS1 and is standard on MS2, MS3,
and MS53-H Adventurer.
(c) 2.2at1900 - MS2; 2,2 at 1910 - MS3.
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" Drive taken through (torque tube

of arms, springs)

, MAKE OF CAR DESOTO . MODEL TAR 1959 pATE: lssuT: 8-1-58 pevisep _3-1-59
MODEL MS1 MS2 MS3
DRIVE UNITS—PROPELLER SHAFT N
~ Number used Cne
Type (exposed, torque tube) Exposed
Manual transmission - i oo 5
Outer . 3.25x 59.0 x .065 " .. Not Applicable
diameter x - - - -
longth* x | Overdrive transmission ;
wal =TT
thickness : - .
Avutomatic transmission :
2.75 x 58.96 x .065
Type (ploin,
::::l’i:la - anti=friction) None
bearing Lubrication {Flmng,
prepack) - -
Make
: Own -
Number used Twa
Universal | Type (ball and trunnion, Front: Ball and Tnmnion
joints cros, other) Rear: Cross
Type (plain, : : =
anti-friction) Anti-Friction
Bearing
Lubric. (fitting,
prepack) Prepack

Rear Springs

Torgque taken through (torque tube
or orms, springs)

Rear Springs

DRIVE UNITS--RE

AR AXLE

Description = (incl. limited slip
differential)

Standard: Semi-Floating, Hypoid.
Sure-Grip: Semi-Floating, Hypoid, 4-Pinion Differem:lal Cam-
Operated Clutches Limit Differential Action.

Drive Pinion Offset

1.5

No. of diffsrential pinjons

N

Automatic transmission £
- See Supplement to Page 14
Geor ratio
and No. Overdrive irant.
of teeth

See Supplement to Page 14

Maonual transmission

Ring gear pitch diometer & O.D.

See Supplement to Page 14

s

Pirion adjustment (shim, other}

Solid Shim (Washer)

Pinion bearing adj. (shim, other) Shims
Wheel bearing type Tapered Roller Bearing

Capacity (pt.) 3.5

Type recommended Multipurpose Gear Lubricant or API Service GL-4
Lubricant SAE vis- Summer Above -10F: SAE 20

coslty Winter Below -10F; SAE 80

rumber Extreme <old Below -30F: %g 75

*Center to center of universal joints, or to centerline of rear attachment,

Rev. Form 6-57



AMA Specifications -- Passenger Car

Supplement to Page 14

MAKE OF CAR___DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1959 pATE: 1ssuep_8-1-58 Revisep
. AXLE RATIOS
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
MS3 |
MODEL MS1 MS2 MsS3 Adventurer |
Manual 3-Speed Std 3.54 (39’11) e —— it
Transmission ¥*
Opt | 3.31(43-13) ss - ---
Sear ¥ g e . i
PowerFlite Std 3.31 (43-13)
latos Transmission
& Opt || 2.93(41-14)
E.O.ﬂ(if ' * * * %
. TorqueFlite  [Std | 3.31(43-13) | 3.31(43-13) |3.31(43-13) |3.31(43-13)
Transmission |65 | 9 93 (41-14) | 2.93 (41-14) | 2.93 (41-14) | 2.93 (41-14)

* Also used with Sure-Grip Differential.

** Used with Sure-Grip Differential Only,

Rev, Form 1-38
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MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR _1959 DATE: 1ssuEp 8-1-58 ppvisgp 3-1-59
MS1 NS3 TMS3
MODEL MS1 St Viag MS2 MS3 St Wag Adventurer

DRIVE UNITS—WHEELS

Typa & material

Disc, Pressed Steel
Rim (size ond flange type) 14x5.5 K| 14x 6 K l14x6.5K [14x6K
Type (bolt or stud) Stud
Attachment | Circle diometer 4.5

Number and size

Five, 1/2 - 20 NF ’

DRIVE UNITS—TIRES

Size & ply 8.00 x 14 (a) ] 8.50x 14 (a)
Standard Type ~ Nylon, etc. Rayon
Sidewall color B]?ck (WSW Opt) [ Wsw
Size & ply 8.50 x 14 (b) 9,00x 14 (b)
Optional Type — Nylon, etc. Rg_ygn or Nylon
Sidewall color BSW or WSW I WSW
Rev/mile at 30 mph 8.00x 14: 760; 8.50 x 14: 747; 9.00x 14: 732
Inflation Front + 22
press.{cold) | Rear 22 | 24 I_ 22 l 24 I 22
BRAKES —SERVICE
Type

Hydraulic, Internal Expanding, Calculated-Contour,
_Variable-Depth "/eb, Total-Contact Brake Shoes

Power broke type

‘ . VYacuum, { pt, [Vacuum, Std.
Effective area (sq. in.) 230 251
Gross lining area (sq. in.} 230 (C) 251
Percent brake effectiveness-front 60
I G 11_(b) 12
Drum Rear 11 (b) 12
Type and material (b} Centrifuse
Bonded or riveted Bonded
Material Molded Asbestos
Si Front 11.5]{2.5
Front (I;:gth x | wheel x0.20 (o) 12.6x2.5%0.20
Shoe “I'-'\"dtl? % ) Reor 11.5x2.5
ricknes) | wheel x 0.20 (c) 12.6 x 2.5 x 0.20
B_m.ke Segments per shoe One
lining Material Molded Asbestos
5 Front 11.5x 2.5
g::r (SI'::gtb < wheel X 0'20 (C) 12 .6 X 2. 5x 0.20
e idth ed
hickness) | whaal l)lcg ;02 .(52) 12,0x2,5x0,20
Segments per shoe ) One
Wheel cyl- | Front 1.125
lader bore | poo; 1,125
Master cylinder bore 1.125

Available pedal travel

&; With Sower Brales - 4,63

Line pressure at 100 |b. pedal lood

550 psis With Power Brales - 1150

Shoe clearance adjustment

No Major Adjustment Required

Rev, Form 1-58

(a) Four Captive-Air Tires Standard on 3-Seat Station Vagons,
(b) Front: Cast Drum and lack; Rear: Centrifuse.
(c) 12 x 2.5 Opt; Area 251 gq, in,
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MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR _1959 DATE: 1SSUED 8-1-58 REVISED i

MODEL . ~ Ms1 MS2 MsS3
BRAKES—PARKING

Typs of control T-Handle, Nﬁllﬂﬂe Pawl Ratchet

Location of eontrol Under Instrument Panel, Left of Steering Column

Operates on Transmission Qutput Shaft

Fropam-  |1YP® (intarnal or external) External (a) Internal

vate from | Drum diameter 6 (a) 7

service ;

brokes t':ndl&g;lrﬁc{gmh * 1 16.68x2 x0.16 (a) 2-Shoes, Each: 6.53x2x0.16
FRAME or UNITIZED CONSTRUCTION

Type and description :

Welded, Double -Channel Box-Section Side Rails; Lateral
Crossmembera, X-Type Crossmember on Convertible

SUSPENSION—GENERAL (See Supplemental page 14 for detalls on Alr Suspension)*

Provision for cor levaling Mechanical manual adjustme
Provision for brake dip control By inclined front upper control arms and unsymmetrical rear springs
Peovision fof acc. squat control Unsymmetrical Rear Springs
Spacial provisions for
car jacking No
Shoek Type : Direct
ﬂh’ﬂ"h‘l‘ .
front & | Make Own
rear Plston dla. 1-inch
Other spacial features
None
SUSPENSION—~FRONT
Type and description I

Independent, Lateral, Non-Parallel
Control Arms with Torsion Bars

(Continued) Rev. Fom 1-58

(a) With Automatic Transmission, these data are the same as for MS2 and MS3.
(b) Front end only, -'

* Air Suspansion:
Air spring type
Compressor data
type
muke
Jrive Jutfo
Nornal oporating preswwres
spring rotes
v g data
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MAKE OF CAR DESQTO ____MODEL YEAR _1959 DATE.ISSUED_8-1-58 REVISED

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

I MS1. MS2, MS3
MODEL _ “ - Sedan l Sta. Wag. Sedan I Sta. Wag.
Automatic Levelling Application (air Air Assist Type - On Rear Only
Type Unrestrained, Rolling Seal
Air Piston Cylindrical
Chambers Operating Pres. Curb: 20 PSI; 3-Pass: 35 PSI; 9-Pass: 90 PSI
Total Volume 240 cu in. per Air Chamber
Spring Rate 20#/in. at 3-Pass. Load
No. Used 2
Displacement ' 2,866 cu. in. '
Delivery . 0.05 CFM at 50 psig Discharge Pressure
Alr Driven By Belt Driven by Crankshaft Pulley
Compressor| Luybrication Integral with Engine Oil System
No. of Cylinders D
Filter Type Integral
Pressure Control Compression Ratio
High Pressurg  Sigze 200 Cubic Inch
Reservoir [ Tocation Right Front Fender Well

Moisture Elimination Method Periodic Draining of High Pressure Tank
High Pressure Air Line 3/16" Copper Tubing

Low Pressure Reservoir Single Tank Directly Connects Both Air Chambers
Hei Number Used 1
eight Tvpe Instant Acting, Constant Rate of Fill
Control L2 :
faLro Actuation Direct Connection to Axle Houslng
Valve Toeatlon Mounted on Low Pressure Reservolr, Center of
Car Between Rear Wheels
Alr Flow Pattern Open System
Front Suspension
Type Torsion Bar
Spring Size (Length & Dia.) 40 x 0.97 Lh x 1.0
Rate at Wheel (#/In.)(a 105 115
Type Link
Stabilizer Material & Bar Dia. Steel - 0.75" Steel - 0.81"
Rear Suspension
Type . Parallel, Longitudinal Leaf
Size: (Length & Width) 57 x 2.5 60 x 2.5
Spring Spring Rate (#/in.) 80 95 75 100
Rate at Wheel(s/in.){a){lb) 130 165 135 165
No. of Leaves 5 6

(a) Without Tires
(v) At Curb Load

Rev, Form 1-58
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Page 17
MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1959 pare: 1ssuep_8-1-58 gevissp_
3
MODEL MS1 MS2 B
SUSPENSION FRONT (cont.)
Type Torsion Bar
Material Chromium-Alloy Steel
S bt o gn helaht & 109 | 40%1.01 (a) 44 x1.00 (b)
Spring rate (Ib. per in.) Not Applicable
Rate at wheel {Ib. pec in.) (C) 125 (Sta, Waz.105) | 115
Design load (Ib. @ design haight) Not ADD].iC&___l?_;Le
T link, linktess,
Stabl lizer fr):::e{i‘“} mees (d) Link
Material & bar diameter Steel, 0,75
STEERING
M«chanicclrl (std., opt., NA) Std Std N/A
Power (std., opt., NA) Opt Opt Std
Whee! diometer 17"
. Qutside [Wall to wall {I. & r.) 46 A 7' 49. 8
Turning front Curb to curb (1. & r.) 43.7' 47.0 !
diometer |7} e IWall to wall (1. & r.) 27.8' 31.0"
. rear Curb to curb (1. & r.)’ 27.1" 30.5' -
Outside wheel angle with inside wheel at 20° 18° 46! 180 30°' S
Type '
N Worm and Three-Tooth Roller
Mechanica I ear Make Own .
i o Gear 20.4
Overall 29,97 1 - 30.6
No. wheel turns ' 5 .2
Type Integral
Make Own
Trade name Constant-Control
Type Rack & Sector
Power Geor
Ratios Gear 15.7
Overall 19.1 I 19.38
Pump driven by ' Belt from C/S Pulley
MNumber wheel turns 3.5 .
3 -
m Symmetrical Idler Arm, Equal Length Tie Rods
Linkoge | (2% acls, athen Rear
Drag link (trans. or longit.} Tmnsverge
iarn one or hwo, T\wo
{Continued) Rev. Form 1-58
(a) 40 x 0.97 on Station Wagons and 44 x 1.04 on Convertibles. 3
(b) 48.6 x 1,02 on Convertibles.
(c) Without Tires, e
(d)

Standard on Convertbles and Station Wagons, Optional on Other Models.
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Poge 18

1959 pate: 1ssuep8-1-58 pevisep_

MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR _
MODEL Ms1 L Mol
STEERING (cont.)
inclination at camber (deg.) 0 0
- t
— 6-1/2" at 0
Axls tpper Ball Joint
{Br;c'l:‘l;lgi Lower ' &11 Toj.nt
Thrust Oil-Impregnated Sintered Meml
Caster (deg.) Mechanical Steering: -3/490 + 3/4°
i Power Steering: +3/49F 3/4°
Alhony | Camber (deg) Left: +1/40 + 1/40 (Prefer 3/8Y)
(range and Right 0° T 1/4° (Prefer 0°)
preferred) Toe=In (outside tread- .
inches) 3/32 to 5/32" (Prefer 1/8)
Steering spindle & joint type Ball Socket
. Inner
T N bearing 1,25
spindle Outer
bearing 0.75
Threod size 3/4 -16 N.F,
Bearing type Tapered Roller
SUSPENSION—REAR '
\)rpe and description Parallel, LOM&B&I Leaf
Drive and torg, token through (see page 14) Rear Springs
Type Semi-Elliptic
Material Steel
EE\?:{BWL:::I:E::Q &"‘325.3“ San bt 57x2.5 60x 2.5
Spring rate (Ib, per in.) 05 Sta,_ War.125) o0 {S&a + Was, 135)
Spring Rate at wheal (Ib. per in.) (@) 130 (Sta. Waz.165) - 135 (Sta. Wag. 165)
Design load (Ib. ot design height) {(b) RH 680 at - 38: 1.H 760 at -.38
Maunting Insulation type Rubber - . .
No. of leaves 5 (Sta. L6) I 6 (¢
:r Insorts | 1YPO Ond size Front Int:erliners 2.5x2.5; Rear Interlimers* 2.5x3.5
eof Materiol From: Rubber; Rear: Wax Impregnated Fabric
Shackle (comg. or tens.) Compression
Stabllizer L TYP® (link, li_nklen, frameless) Nane
Material Not Applicable
Track bar type None

Rev. Form 6-57
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MAKE OF CAR DESOTO

Page 19

MODEL YEAR 1959 paTE: 1ssuep 8-1-58 pevisep_

BODY—-GENERAL DEFINITIONS

NOTE: Included in the dimansion dafiniticns listed on this and the following pages are those which have been adopted by the S.A.E. These are
indicated by a number fallowing the type of dimention, e.p. L 3. Additicnal dimensions have been ndded by the AMA Specifications Body Sub=
Committee for inclusion in the Questionnaire. These are shown by an additional lstter, e.p., HA, Symbol '‘a'' added os suffix to SAE dimensions
indicates an AMA medification. The dimensions are developed from the following basic peints:

1, Front and rear seat free '"A'* polnts are token 5'' forward of vertical tangent to seat back 15! from center of body.
2. Front ond reor seat "B points are located on seat back 15'' from center of body ot height of horizontal tangent to top of seat cushion.
3. Front seat 13 in the full down ond nermal rearmost position,

4. loaded position—S5 passenger, front 300 Ib., rear 450 Ib,; includes spare whesl, tire ond tools, and full complement of gas, oil, water,.

ond tires to recommended pressure, efc.

5. C/L (centerline).

o
.

can pass without hanging up.

D. L. O. (doylight opening, exposed glass dimension - pages 21, 23 & 25),
7. Ramp breakover angle (page 21) is the supplement of the Included ramp

angle (180° minus the included ramp angle) over which a car

MODEL MS1 - MS2 - MS3

4-Door Sedan 4-Door Hardtop

2-Door Hardtop

BODY—TRUNK DIMENSIONS

T |
}—.
|

Usable trunk luggage Ity (see Section H1 of
SAE Automotive Dmftm‘:;rrda‘r‘:i:) .(‘i&::ntua]_)

37.5

39.8

TA— Width across the top

57.4

T8 —Width across the bottom

55,5

TF—Vertical dimersion ot C/L from
. bottom to top of opening.

8.5

8.6

TG—Vertical height from ground to trunk lower opening
{normal surface of outside sheet metal = loaded)

Position of spare tirs stowage

 MSL - 26.6; MS2, MS3 - 26.9

Horigontal; Left Side of Trunk

Method of holding lid open

Torsion Bar

Rev. Form 6-57
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MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1959 pare: 15suEp_8-2-58pevisep
_  BODY—HEIGHT DIMENSIONS--INTERIOR

HEADLIMNG
(AT 15" LUNE)

} LH-32¢ '\Lu—n.

b SEREIOE N

MODEL 51, MS2, MS3 h-Door Sedan 4 -Door Hardtop 2-Door Hardtop

HI. Front headrcom—from free "'A"
pt. to headlining at 8% Back of

vertical on 15' line. {For "'A'! pt. ,
see note 1, poge 19) 35 T | . 3}+'l+

H2. Rear headroum——féom free "MA'
pt, to headlining at 8~ back of

vertical on 15" line. 3"1"5 | 3""'7 31"'7 (&)

H3. Front cushion height above low
point on floor carpet on 15" {ino

(front edge of cushion). . 10.8

H8. Rear cushion height above low

point on floor carpet on 15*' line ‘
(front edge of cushion}. 11.9 10.0

H1l. Entrance—front—cushion 4
free "'A** point to bottom windcor
vertical. 31.5 (b)

1

Hi2a. Entrance — rear — top of cushion
at vertical tangent to front of rear seat,
to bottom of windcord in rear, 2. 7 (c)

Not Applicable

H13. Steering wheel clearance to seat cushion
taken an arc (wheel tumed for min. clearance). 6.5 (d) ¢

HA. Front seat maximum vertical rise
at free "'A" polnt, ) 1.2

HF. Front seat maximum van;cul rise
of free ""A'! point with'multiple-
position seat, 2, 61'['

H320. Front sect depressed depth —
vartical dimension from free “A'" point
to depressed: ""A"''- point. )-i-. 0

H33a, Reor seat depressed depth —
vertical dimension from free ""A'’ point : 11- 0
to deprested ''A' point. ! *

(2) With Large Backlight: 33.7 (Std.on Fireflite & Adventurer - Opt. Filredomg)rom 1-568.
(b) Firedome & Fireflite & Adventurer: 31.2 :

—__qS Piredome & Flreflite: 22.5
(a) Adventurer & Models with Swivel Seat: 6.2
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8-1-58
MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1959 ——___DATE: lSSUED—sli\‘ISED

BODY—HEIGHT DIMENSIONS~—EXTERIOR

H-122
AN /Eltl
=124
\ / ; :;? "c' He10)
i & o —ol!/ / W
=L WS, '
/ T
S R Hoj33s "'}“' \W/_ i-ior "-'{“ Hl.‘“
\ f :
‘e - INCLUDED RAMP ANGLE
HC . RAMP BREAKQVER ANGLE
* (SUPPLEMENT OF INCLUDED RAMP ANGLE) q
MsL | msz | ms3 | msi|mse us3 |sy me[uss
MODEL MS1, M82, MS3 h-Door Sedan | k-Door Hardtop | 2 -Door Hardtop
H101, Overall height - loaded. 56.8 67.1 sh.9[ s55.2 1 55.1] 54.8] 55,1155.0 L
HB. Overall height - curb weight. 58.4 58 9 _5-6.7 : 57.0 : 56.6 56,9
R R et MSL - 9.3; MS2, M83 - 9.6 -
H104. Rear bumper bottom to - g e I -
ground at normal section. ' MS1 3-'0'8’ Mse, !E3 . 11’2
HI04, Angle of .nppr.-fr. tire static loaded rad. to X 150
intarfering pt. on fr. bumper, gd., other. -
H107. Angle of dep.-fr. tire static loaded rad. to o,
interfering pt. on rr. bumper, gd., other. MS1 - 10%; ma) W3 u
HC. Ramp breakover angle.* J .hu
H117. Windshield DLO=slant height. 22.3 T 25.0
H121, Backlight DLO*~-max., '

slont height. ' : 21.0 211--} ' _ - 22.6 (a)

H122. Windshield slope angle to (s} ' Lo : O
vertical line on car axis. 50 o il 5‘"
H124. Backlight slope angle to e - .
vertical line on car axis. 530 TR 9 58
H128. Ground fo bottom of Gl S
front bumper guard, MS1 - 9.11-3 1{82, m3 - 9.8
HI29. Ground to bottom of recr s
bumper guord MSl - 18 9, }ﬁﬂ, IB3 - 13.2
H133a. Bottom of fronl dom to ground, :
min. dimension = car loaded, MSl - 11.3’ m, ms ].1.6
H135a, Bottom of rear door to ground,
min. dimensien - car loaded, MS]. - 11.1; MSQ, iBB 1.1.}& J
HD. Min, road cleor. (5 pass. load) & loc. MBI - S"B_IEE_IB3 - 5.0 . i o
HE.  Min. road clearance ot rear axle. - afty » 3 = ek
HG. Hood at rr. to grd.-vert. dim. excl. molding, . - b
fr. hood opening line at cowi {curb wt.) MS1l - 38.8} MSE, LEB - 38-6
HH. Max. ht., Fr. grd. frt. of windshield (curb wt.) M5l - 39.2; MS2, M83 - 39.0
. HJ.,  Mox, ht, fr grd. back of r. window {curb wt.) ~ 6

.‘ See Neotes, page 19. (a) 31.0 with T.a.rge Backligh Rev. Form 1-58
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P

MAKE OF CAR___DESOTO MODEL vsn__ﬁ_iimm lssusn_é-l_-anlsan
BODY--LENGTH DIMENSIONS
103
Le
LA—]
/f/— LT POiRY f‘ 'f;’
’ - ' L~ /
D&
"-”'—l'ﬂ.
L4 - L-10I L-108
LE
. & 4-Dr. Hordtop | Sed. & 4-Dr. HT |2-Door Hardtop
* {3, Rear compartment of front ' ; '
seat back to reor seat back. Sedan: 29.1 (E)'-ﬂﬁl:jt;:;' o8 9 ‘i ) 25.0 ( )
* L4, Leg room——front—ball of foot to top . i
of seat to seat back=--15'"" line. 45,5
* LS, Leg room—tear—from ball of foot to top of )
seat cushion and te seat backs 413.0 c © 280
i L7, Siaarin wheel clearance to )
b seat back la?(en on orc. . 15 N
* L?. Front seat depth (front edge to
vert. tan. to seat back on 15" line). 18.0 (b}
* L16. Depth of rear seat ! ) ’
Inte- | (front edge to seot back). _1,8 . ll- ) 18. 6
riar. L17a. Total adjustment of front seat ) . .
at front lower seat frame. 4.8
LA. Rear seat "B'" point to center .
line of rear oxle, 0.0 - e D
LB, Front seat ''B" point to center F ' .
line of rear axle. 57 8
L(_:.dul:'r_m-;:l of cor to base of i o T
win ield. . 58- 7 ‘ - ﬁp‘ 7 )
LD. Rear of cor to base of rear window : )
or upper structure. L& 7 éq Q
LE. Front of car to front edge b B
of front doar. 6]+. 0 ' ﬁ 0
L101. Wheelbase. I:
122 ; 126
L103. (?verall length (bumper to i
Exte- | Pumper inc. guords). 217.2 (c) ! 201.1 (3)
rior L104. Overhang—front including
bumper guards. 35.0
L105. Overbang=—rear Including
bumper guards. 60.] (e)
T * Dimension taken on 15" lma—sennotss 1& 2, page 19, Rev. Form 1-58
-Dr. Sed.z 30.6; 4-Dr, HT: 30.4; 2-Dr.HT: 26.5 ,

With Swivel Seat - 18,2 .
With Special Equipment Front & Rear Guards. Without Guards; 215.5
Std. Fireflite & Adventurer. Firedome without spec. equip. bumper guards - 219.5

a) With Swivel Seat -
b
c
d
e) With Special Equipment ----- Rear Guards. Without Guards: 58.5
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8-1-58 B

MAKE OF AR ___DESOTO MoDEL YEAR 127 pate: issuep > gevisto
BODY—WIDTH DIMENSIONS |

e

MODEL MS1, MS2, MS3. 4-Door Sedan | 4-Door Hardtop- 2-Door Hardtop

W3 Frorli: lh:lder room, at gu;nllh ‘
eight or nearest Interference
5" forwurd c?ml back. . 60. 5 : 61 .0

W4, Rear shoulder room, ot garnish
" |moulding height or nearest Intarference

5" forword of seat back. i 60.4 60.5

Inte=
rior

W35,  Front hip room, at top of seat 5" ' . ' : 5
fo‘rwardofvorr tan, to seat back. ' 63.0

W6, Rear hip room, at of seat 5" I . .
forward of ves?. fam. 4o seat back. 62,7 : 56.0

el e ottt Manual Steering: 15.9 (a); Power Steering: 16.6 (%)

WIOL. Front traad ot o
ground. ; ’ ' 60 94

W102. Rear tread of .
ground. 59.76 .

WI103. Max. overall width of cor .
including bumpers or mouidings. - 78.7

Exte- |WA. Mox. overall width ’ o ] .-
rior of car with doors open. _ ‘ , 158.6 _ ) 167.4

WIli. Windshield DLO, ; ) . ; : .
max, width, 63.2 : 64.0

W4, Back window DLO,
o, il O o 60. 4 .. 61.0 61.7

Wil7a. Max. width at cent ilar, ;
less hardware n:::yppilcd mldl:g:r e . 75.6

Rev. Form 1-58 —
(a) FireSweep: 15.1 ) '
(b) FireSweep: 16.3
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MAKE OF cAr____ PESOTO MODEL YEAR_195% pate: 1ssuep 871758 pevisep_
STATION WAGON-—-CARGO SPACE DIMENSIONS
. —o=y LR
_"-i:\_':. 1 Ls .
1 [ 8 — '}
WM
FWR WG + WN X %_L
_I!' l T J.." / ca ( Wi
— 4 =
2 0O T S J W
e — | W——— ] LN
LP LQ
MOTE: Front seat in full down and rearmost potition
all measuremonts,
MODEL MS1 MS3
LM Floor length from bottom of front seat
to inside of tall gate In roised pesition. 98.6
LM Floor lgth. from bottem of sscond sear ' i
—~— to inside of tall gate in roised position. : 64.5
LP Floor Igth, from bottom of front seat .
ta end of toil gate in lowared position, 119.7
LG Floor Igth, from bottom of second seat
to end of tail gate - tail gate loworad, 85.6
HM Maximum hgth. of rear opening -
tail gate lowered. : ] 28.5
WM Rear end Opuni.nﬂ width at floor. 46.0
WHN Rear and opaning width qt
top of tail gate. 50.7
WQ Minimum distonce batwesn
whee lhouses. 45.7
WP Maxlmum width of reor opening
above roisad tall gate, 48.0
WR Maximum width of cargo space
at Floor. 2 ! 62 .5
LR Carge horlzental distance from top rear
of front seat bock to top of tail gate, ' 81,7
LS Carga barlzontal distonce from top rear
of second ssat back to top of toll gate. . 47.5
HM Maxlmum helght of roof above
flear at center line of cor. 33 -0
HP Platform haight of snd of lowsred i .
tail gate = curb waight, 27.5 ‘ 27.6
-— Third Seat - facing direction, Rearward

Rev. Form 1-58
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MAKE OF CAR DESOTO mopeL YEAR_19°2 pare: 1ssuep_ 31 S pevisip___
' MODEL MS1, MS2, MS3 4-Door Sedan | 4-Door Hardtop 2-Door Hardtop
BODY-—-MISCELLANEOUS INI‘ORM&TION
Des. hinged | Front doors Front
(front, rear) Roor ot Front
Type of finish (lacquer, anamel)}. Svnthetic Enamel
Hood hinge location (Front, rear), Rear
Hood counterbalanced (yes, no}. Yes
Hocd release control (internal, external). External
Vehicle (Serial) No. Location Bottom - Left Front Door Hinge Post
Engine No. location Top Engine Block - Front
Theft protection = type Ignition Key Starting, Ign. Switch Term. Barrier, & Door Locks
e s onted] et Friction Pivot '
Plociotio okt vk Single Curved Compound Curved
i One Piece - Gurved
Side glass type (curved, flat) Flat
Windshiatd glass area D.L.O. 1444 1586
Backlight glass area D.L.O. 1319 1339 1386 (b)
Tatal glass area D.L.O. 4:;2§ !gl 4344 4&05 (C!
BODY—TYPES AND STYLE NAMES — (o P, neryol Fopiasen & sl nomesuse monwfoeturs’s =
BODY_STYLES: CODES _

FireSweep Firedome Fireflite - Adventurer
= ————— "= — ——
2-Door Sportsman, . _

6-pass (HT) MS1-1.-23 . MS2-M-23- MS3-H-23 MS3-H-23
Convertible, 6-pass. MS1-L-27 MS2-M-27 MS3-H-27 MS3-H-27
4-Door Sedan, 6-pass. MS1-L-41 MS2-M-41 MS3-H-41 |
4-Door Sportsman, ' ;

6-pass. (HT) MS1-1.-43 MS2-M-43 MS3-H-43
4-Door Shopper, 6-pass.

Station Wagon MS1-1.-45A MS3-H-45A
4-Door Explorer,

9-pass. Station Wagon MS1-1-45B MS3-H-45B

(a) FireSweep: 4295
(b) With Large Backlight: 1882 (Std. Fireflite " & Adventurer-~0pt. Firédomd)
(c) With Large Backlight: 4601 (Std. Fireflite . & Advehturer-~:Opt.. Firedoms)

Rev, Form 1-58
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~~ MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1959 DATE. I1sSUED_/=7=27 ReviIsED

MAJOR OPTIONAL ITEMS - WEIGHTS

CURB - WEIGHT - POUNDS | ° % PASS. WEIGHT DISTRIBUTION
Pass. In Front Pass. In Rear S:ﬂ;‘gﬁ? )
Front Rear Total
Front Rear Front Rear .
Model FTRESWEEP MS1-1L
2-Door Sportsman (HT) -23 2065| 1745] 3810 56.2 43.8| 25.2 74,8 3625
Convertible Coupe _ -27 2145| 1825] 3970 56.2 43.8| 25.2 | 74.8 3840
4-Door Sedan -4] 2053| 17701 3825 56.2 43.8] 22.5 77.5 3670
4-Door Sportsman (HT) -43 2085| 1810/(3895 ||- 56.2 43,8| 22.5 77.5 3700
Station Wagon Shopper -45A) 2060} 2020]|4080 | 56,2 43.8| 23,7 76.3 3950
ota, Wag, Explorer -450] 2085| 2045|4130 56.2 43.8| 23.7 76.3 3980
FIREDOME MS2-M .
2-Door Sportsman (HT)-23 | 2155| 1910[4065 | 54,0 | 46.0| 24,8 | 75.2 3795
Convertible Coupe -27 2265| 2035} 4300 54,0 46,0] 24.8 75.2 4015
4-Door Sedan -41 2155]| 1930 4085 54.0 46,0 22.1 77.9 3840
4-Door Sportsman (HT) -43 2165! 1950|4115 54,0 46,0 22.1 77.9 3895
FIREFLITE MS3-H ——.
2-Door Sportsman (HT)-23 | 2185! 19354120 54.0.| 46,0 24.8 75.2 4 3910 .
Convertible Coupe -27 j| 2275{ 2050}4325 54,0 46,0 24.8 75.2 4105
—~~ 4-Door Sedan -41 2170] 1965/4135 § 54.0 46.0] 22.1 77.9 3920
4-Door Sportsman (HT)-43 || 2190| 1980{4170 | 54.0 46,0| 22.1 77.9 3950
Station Wagon Shopper -45Af 2175| 2230|4405 | 54.0 46,0 24.0 76.0 4170
Sta. Wag. Explorer -458| 219071 2245|4435 Jl 54.90 46.0| 24.0 76.0 4205 -
ADVENTURER MS3-H , ’ ! : _
2-Door Adventurer -23 2240] 2005[4245 4 54,0 46,0 24.8 | 75,2 3980 _ _
Conv, Cpe. Adventurer -27 2320| 2090)4410 54.0 46,0 24.8 75.2 4120
Accessories & Equipment Differantial Weights F'%%-’ Remarks
PowerFlite 15 10__| 25 | Optional on MSI Only S
TorqueFlite _ 35 15 50 || Optional on MS1 Only, Standard on MS2 & MS3
Six-Way Power Seats 20 20 | 40 - :
Power Prakes 10 5 15 [ Opt. on MSI1 & MS2, not with Manual Trans,
Power Windows 15 10 25 -
Power Steering 35 ) 35§ Opt. on MS] & MS2, not with Manual Trans. .
Radio 1 8 2 10 ' :
Heater - 12 8 20
Alr Conditioning - Front 100 10 1110 | MS] Only
Air Conditioning - Front 100 15 115 | MS2 & MS3 Only _—
Alr Conditioning - Dual 100 80 180 MS1 Only
Air Conditioning - Dual 100 90 | 190 || MS2 & MS3 Only
A/C Suburban - Dual _ 100 501150 _{ MS1 Only —

A/C Suburban - Dual 100 55 [155 |lMS2 & MS3 Only

. Rev, Form 1-58
* These ore weights that are reported to states for licensing purposes.
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