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The specifications set forth herein are those in effect at the dote of compilation and are subject 1o changa without notice,

. All specifications are standard for the models under which they are listed uniess otherwise Indicated.

2
3. All dimensions are nominal engineering dimensions unigss otherwise indicated.
4

. Unless otherwisa indicated, specifications apply to 5 or 6 passenger, 4-door sedan or equivalent.

GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS

*Standard car weight, not including gus ond woler.

(x) Revised 3-1-56;
(a) oOptional Ratios:-

S-2ly Adventurer added.
3.07, 3.36, 3.5L,

.’?3] 3091

(b) 7.60 x 15 Tubeless, Nylon, W/S/W Standard,

a ¢ S-2l, Adventurer
Model 5=23 5-2l {2-Door Hardtop)
Wheolbase 12640 -
Front =
Tread oG TR gg .}é
Maximum | Length (L-103) 217.9 - ) ol I 220.9
Overall Width (W-103) 78.3
Dimensions | Height (H-101) 60.6 I 58
Si;erl-r;ﬁ ratio—overall ) ) N / A
. Turning diamater {curb to curb) 131 gn
. Shipping waight* . (x) 3855 L005 ' 11030
Transmission— Conventional Standard Not Available
{Specify standard, Overdrive Optional Not Availabla: .
optional, not avail.) Automatic Optional Standard
Conventionat 3,9 i
Axle ratio Overdrive L.3 P
Automatic 3.73 3454 (a) .
Tira size 7. 60 X 15 Tubeless ] (Tb)
Typs . 900 s
No. of cylindors .
Valve arrangement Qverhead, Late: ],, Inclined
- Bore ond stroke 3.72 x 3.80 3.78 x 3.B0
Piston displacement, cu. In. 330 1.0 -
| Standord compression rotio 8. Q.05
Maximum bhp at engine rpm 230 at )4.’400 ‘255 at hh_QO g 320 at 5200
Maximum torque ot rpm 3Q5 at 2800 | BSQ ag :gggl 356 at 1,000



Adverlised Optional head
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 MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1956
| S-2l; Adventurer
MODEL ! iy S-2l (2-Door Hardtop)
EMGINE--GERNERAL
;_ - V, In-line, other v
00 Dheivers o0
No. of cylindors 8
Yalve orrangement Overhead, Laterally Inclined
QE'!'E_ :!_r_i'_t'i_ilrnko Je72 X 3.80 30?8 X 3.80
Piston displacement, cu. in, 330 .l
Numbering system L. Bank 1-3=5~7
(front to rear) . R. Bani 2-)=6-8
Fiting order 1—8—11“3-6-5-7-2
Standard Head Beb [ 9-25

Compression ratio Optional Head =

Head _Standard Cast Tron
Cylindorg _ _?f_!_ﬂ_'_ﬂl'iﬂ' Optional e

Sleeye—Wet, dry, other, none None
Humber of | Front Two
m'o—pr_ﬁnlg points Rear One .
Taxuble {Dia.? x No. Cyl) -
horsepowar _ 25 —_— h.b.} . 15-?

[ Standard head 230 at hhoo [ 255 at LLOO | 320 at 5200

-

max, brake

: With fuel -

:c:uapowar (Qicteins Siondird Heod 86.5 Motor 91 - 98 Research
ongine S A

RPM* and

. method) Optional Head i - ‘

Max, torque | Standard head 305 at 2800 | 350 at 3200 | 356 _at h0oo

(Ib. ft. @ RPM)| Optional heod =as .

Recommended idle speed (neuiral) LLEO - SQQ 'I éOO

ENGINIE—PISTONS
 Moterial Aluminum Alloy

Description and faish

Thermally Controlled by Steel Belt, Horizontal
Slot, Elliptically Turned, Tin Plated.

Weight [piston only) oz. _ 19,9

- Top land +032
Clearance Skirt Top 00075 to .00125

: Bottom -

| No.Vring .21

Ring groove No. 2 ring s

dapth No. 3 ring sl

No. 4 ring -

_Manifolds, Fuel Pump, Manual Spark Advance, a t Off.
(x) Revised 3-1-56; S-2li Adventurer added.

*Corcucted as deflned bi SAE Engine Tast Code, with the following standard power consuming accesso tes.__Generator, Water Pump,
ifold Hea



AMA Consolidated Specification Questionnaire Poige 3
MAKE OF CAR DESOTO ]AODEL YEAR 1956
L o -2l Adventure
- MMODEL 2 ?3 2 _21‘ (%-Door Har& op
ENGID DRI IGS

No. 1 ¢il or comp. - Compression
Type (lop No. 2 ell or comp. Compression
to bottom) No. 3 oil or comp. 0il

Mo, 4 oil or comp. ——
Mo, rings abova piston pin Three

Material Piston Ring Iron

Coating 7

_ Tin

Compression Width 078

Gap 2010 - ,020

Maoximum wall thickness L1566

Materiol Piston Ring Iron

Coating None
o Width «186

Gap 010 = ,020

Maximum wall thickness «10h5
Localion of expandars On_ 01 Ring

ENGLNE—=PISTON PINS

Materlal High Manganese Steel
Length 3.07
Diameter 922
Locked in rod, In :
piston, floating, eic. Floating
Tipe Bushin In rod or piston Rod
g Material Steel Backed Lead Bropgze
Clearance Jo plston 0 = 20009 .
' ; In rod L0001 -~ ,000L (Selective)
Direclion offse! in piston R'}-’-’hi - IS&

ENGINE—CONNECTING

RODS

High Manganese Forging Steél

Material %

Weight (oz.) 25,1

Length (center to center) 5 6.62
Material Thin Babbitt on Steel
Type (cast-in or removable) Removable

Bearing Effective length 81 :
Clearance .0005 to .0015 (Desired)
end ploy 006 o QI (2 Fods)

ENGINE—CRANKSHAFT

Malerial DI’OI.')- Forged Steel
Weight (Ib.) —m ‘
(x) Revised 3-1-56; 5-2l Adventurer added,



AMA Consolidated Specification Questionnaire B
MAKE OF CAR __ DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1956
S € S~2l; Adventure
MOQEL S=23 el (2=Door Hardtopg
ENGINE-—CRANKSHAFT (cont.)
Yibration damper type Rubber - Dynamic
E_nd thrust taken by bearing (No.) i#3 - Center
Crunkshaft end play 002 = 007
| Materiol Lead Base Babbitt on Steel
Type (cast-in or removabie) Removable
Clearance L0005 = 0019
] No. 1 2.50 x o715
Moln Journal No. 2 2.50 x .75
N dia. ond No. 3 2050 X 2712
g bearing No, 4 2.5—0 X .?5
effective No. 5 2,50 x 1.3]4
length No. & -
No. 7 ——
Direction offset from cyl. bore None
Connecting rod crankpin
journal diameter 2 ‘50

ENGINE—CALISHAET

Matarial Special Cast Iron with Cams, Distributor,
. and 0il Pump Drive Gear Cast Integrally.
Becrings Material Lead Base Babbitt on Steel
Number Five
Gear or chain Chain
Crankshaft gear or = .
S ) High Manganese Steel
Camshaft gear or .
Type af sprocket material Cast Iron
drive
Make Morse Silerib
i Timina Ho. Of links 66
*| chain Width 1.125
Pitch 2315
_ENGING—VALVE SVSTEM
Hydroulic fifturs {yes, no) Yes
Special provision for valve s Exl
rotation {intake, exhaust) Low Frlction Lock on aust
Rocker ratio 1.5'
Operating tappet Intake 0
clearance (indicate :
hot or cold) 0
Exhciust N
Tappet clearance Intake Valve Traip Solid
for timing Exhaousi

Timing marks on fly-
wheal, damper, other

Valve Train So}id
Crankshaft Vibratioa Damper

(x) Revised 3-1-56; S=2l; Adventurer added,



. AMA Consolidated Specification Questionnaire Poge 5
‘MAKE OF CAR DESOTO. MODEL YEAR 1956
_ §-23 S=2l S-2l; Adventurer
MODEL ' (2-Door Hardtop)
ENGINE—VALVE SYSTEM (cont.) _
libkea Opans {°BTC) i, ATC 15 BTC 35 BTC
Timing Closes {°ABC) 76_ABC 57 _ABC 65 ABC
Exhaust | OPens (°BBC) 5L BBC 49 BBGC 65 BEG
Closes {°ATC) 10 ATC 15 ATC 25 ATC
Motarlal Silicon-Chromium Steel
Overall length h.Bh
Actual overall head dla, 1.94
Angle of seat 59
Seat Insert materlal -
Stem diameter 372
Stem to gulde clearonce .002
Intake LU Vaolve dosnd 0381 .hjl
alve clo .
g |5 @in) 12 at 1.69 58 - 63 ab 1,65
. and n
A Y 166 at 1.31 156 - 161 at 1,218
Inner Valve closed e -
b 26 = 30 ut 1.531
press. and | Val
longth | (6. @ o) - 6 - 69 at 1,093
Material - 21-LN - NitroLen Treated Manganese Chromium Nickel Steel
Overall length h 86
Actual overall head dia. 1.75
Angle of seat h5°
Seat Insert material it
‘Stem diometer +372
Stem to guide clearance L0003
Exhaust Lt Velos aoscd 357 — dhlj
- ou H .
wring | {1, @ in) 72 at 1.69 58 - 63 at 1.65
press. and | Val
longth | (lb. @ in) 166 at 1.31 156 = J6L at 3218
liiai Yalve closed e 26 = 30 at 1 1
! spring ._[Tb- @ In) 3 .53
press. and | Yalve open
fength {I\‘:. gjn, in.) - 6h - 69 at 1.093
E_NGIE\..,.—! UODICATION SYSTEM
) *| Main bearings ) ;_—v Pressure o
Type of | Connocting rods _Pressure
lubrication | Piston pins e Metered Spray ==
[splash, | Comshafr bnnrlnm (T R Pregsure
prossul®  (Tappet Ml Pressure
nozzle) Timing gear or chain . __Metered Flow
Stsornlly,

(x) 'Rev.med 3= 1-56 S-Zh Adventurer added,

Metered Spray



AMA Consolidated Specification Questionnaire P
MAKE OF CAR DESOLO MODEL YEAR 19%6
52 g0 8-2ly Adventurer
MODEL 5 - h. (2-Door Hardtop)
ENGINE—LUBRICATION SYSTEM (cont.)
Oll pump type Rotapry
MNormal oil pressure (Ib. @ rpm) 0 - 65 at 1500
Oll pressure gage type
{alectric or mechanical) Machanical
T il intoke (floating, )
e e Floating
Oll filter type {full Aow, Shunt Tvpe
partial flow) . Replaceableyglemant
Copaclly of cronkcase, loss
flter—rafll {qt.) Four
Not Lower than +32° F = SAE 30 .
Oll grode recommended (SAE viscosity As Low As +10° F - SAE 20W
and temperature range) As Low As -100 P - SAE 10W
Below -10° F - SAL 5W
Oil type racommendad Per A. P, I. Classification
ENGINE—FUEL SYSTEM
Rect ded | Standord head Regular | Premium
fual Optionat head o -
Fuel Capacity (gots.) 21
Tank Filler Location Right Rear Fender
Fuel Type Oilite 0ilite - Ceramic (b)
Filter Locatian Fuel Tank Fuel Tank = Carbupetor
Type {elec. or mech.) Machanj Qal
Fuel Location Right Front of Engine
pump Pressure range 5.0 to 6.5 1b
. | Vacuum booster (std., opil, none)
Make Ball & Ball Cartey
Model number BBD 2308 S (x) WCFB 2310 SA | (o)
Number used One Two :
Dawndraft, side
. Type _ |intet, other ; Downdraf't
Corburetor Single or duol Dual J LL—B&I'I‘!’)l
T S T v —"
Automatic choke type
ii::gml,coiher} Integral
Air cloaner |Standard 0il Bath |~ o0i1 Bath (d)
type Optionol P
ENGINE—EXHAUST SYSTEM
s i . r, l 5
Type lsingle, single with cross-over, dual, other) Single with CI‘O_SS-OVEI' (a) Dual
Muftler type (rev. flow, str. thru, sep.resonator) ' Reverse Flow
Exhoust pipe dio. _Ijrjn?h_ 1'7/8 i
i 212 2
Tail pipe diometer 2 1-3 /).I.

(x) Revised 3-1-56; S-2) Adventurer added,
(a) Dial Exhavust Special Equipment.
(b) Plastic or Oilite - Ceramic.

(c) WCFB 2476 S (front)and NCFB 2445 S frear)
(d) Two Air Cleaners Used.



AMA Consolidated Specification Questionnairz Page 7
MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1956
S~2l; Adventurer
MODEL 8-23 9 Ehr (2-Door .Hardtop)
ENGINE—COOLING SYSTEM (4)
lype (pressure system,
aimo;phanc oiher} Pressure-Vent
Radivlor cop rehel’ valve press. 7 {'a]
Circulation - | Type (choke, bypass) Bellows, Controlled By-Pass (b)
thermostat Starts to open at 160 = 1 5
Type {centrifugal, other) Centrifugal
Water Number of pumps One ’
pump Drive {V-belt, other} V-Belt
Bearing type Shaft 'Bearinp:s
By-pass recirculation type (internal, external) E}c’oema;]:
Radi
(collar, fube an i Cellular Fin and Tube
Cooling sys- With heater (qt.) 2L
tem capacity | Without heater {qt.) 23
Waler jockeis full tength of cylinder lyes, no) Yes
Water all around cylinder (yes, no) Yes
Number and type
{molded, s#ruigi?l] OHE, Molded
Lowas Inside diam;.-.-ler
cod: {angih 1.8, Curved
Number and type
Radiator o {molded, straight) One, Molded
nose pper —inside diameter
and length 1*8’ Curved
Number and lypé
By- {molded, straighi) Ones Molded
pass tnside diamet: '
—— 1.2, Gurved
Number used 2 ( g )
s .| Angle of V 360 309
; an Quiside length 38.,00" (¢)
E"“’ Width . 380
elts
\ i Angle of V 360 30'
S:’r:er- Qutside length hz ,50“ (d)
Width 2380
Numb f blades 5
u::lﬂs:;;ng T Six - 600! hsox "
Diometer 17 - (f) :
-F-ﬂ" Ratio—fon to
cranksheft reveolutions '85 (B)
Bearing type ater Pum
(x) Revisad 3-1-G63 S-2} Adventurer added.
(A) With Air Conditioning the following data apply:
(a) 1k psi (b) Pellet Thermostat
(c) bLi.o" (d) 77.25"
(e) 95 (£) 18+ -
{g) Three drive belts (also for

Power Steerinz only and for
Power Steering and Air Conditioning).



AMA Consolidated Specification Questionnaire e
"MAKE OF CAR DESOTO . . MODEL YEAR 1956
8-23 . 3—2].[. S«-Zh Adventumr
MODEL i e 4. (2-Door Hardtop) -
ELECTRICAL—SUPPLY SYSTEM :
"] Make ond Model Auto-Lite 11-i5-60 or Wiilard HO=11-60
Voltage Rtg. & Plates/cell 12 V. 11
SAE [je;ignuhm&xinp_ﬂ'r. Rig B a SM v, 60 o T
Battery —L——h—- R ¥
Gl Under Hood, Left Side
) | Terminal grounded - I\[G gat:l.ve )
Make . o Auto=Lite B
8 Model R __GJC=T002
D 7 R S Shunt Wound -
Ratic—Gen. to Cr/s:fx._____ 2ol
Make __ _Auto-Lite —_
[ Model L . VRX~6201=A
| Type . Current and Voltage Conbrol
Closing voltage
Cotout Fi‘ﬁg?w"" e 13,0 = 1348 at 1300
reloy Reverse current Contact opens at 0 %o 6 amp discharge at 8.2 to
Regulator __Jiieens di 9.3 volts after 10 amp. charge
Regu- \rul'lcxge . _‘_______._l___ B lLl 28 . 1]_1 88 Sevzan
lated [ Current 1 - . 30 =10
Min. Gen. rpm required 4 1300 for Cut-In; 2300 for Max. (Hot) _
Voltage | Temperatore i- e T0° F.
test con- | Load { Run 15 min, at 7 ampe. - Voltage Regulator Check
didons Other |Additional 15 min, at Rated Outpubt - Current Regulator Check
ELECTRICAL—STARTING SVSTEM
 Moke __ Auto-Lite o
Model MRIF=6001
Rotation (drive
end view) Clockwise
Engine cronking speed L 35 to 150 rpm o :
SKiifkig TR g s SAE Sif at -20° F and SAE 30 with warmed engine
motor E - =
Amps 2_140
foick o R T
e  Tocsun (15, 1) 6 g .
No Amps = ____6_Q_
load Volts 10
test RPM {min.) 3200 = ¥
Switch {solencid, manual) Solenoid, Posibive Engagement
Starting
3 proceducs Depress accelerator pedal about one-~third and
::ﬁ:l turn ignition key beyond "Ignition On" position.

(x) Revised 3-1-56;

5-2l; Adventurer added,



AMA Consolidated Specification Questionnaire

Page 9

MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1996
S=-2ly Adventurer
MODEL__ 8-23 52l (2~Door Hardtop)
ELECTRICAL—STARTING SYSTEM (cont.) .
Engagement fype Solenoid Shift, Positive Engagement
Pinion meshes (front, rear) Front
:t‘i’::' Number | Pinion 9
of teeth Flywheel 16
Flywheel tooth face width 375
ELECTRICAL—IGNITION SYSTEM
Make Autp-Lite
2ei Model CAD=L002
ol A Engine stopped 3.1
e Engine idling 2.5
Make Auto-Lite :
Model TBJ=1302-A l IBJ-L302 | 1BK-L303
Centr. advance ’
Spark start (rprrl] 300 = 1.100
a
Centr. advance O _o o (o] 0 L0
G lor | mox.deg. @rpm| 5 =7 2t 800 | 7.57-9.57 &b 2200) 79" abt 700 .
Oubuter | e |srertmier | 5.5"=6.5" hg. | 5.5"-6.7" hg.(a) T-8" hg.
Sh“fﬂ Vac. adv. (mu“' 10050"‘12 050 11-50 to 13.5'-" 10-50 t' 12‘50
deg. @ in. Hy) at 15" hg. at 15" hg, (2) at 17,5" hg.
Breaker gap (in.) ; 017
Cam angle (deg.) 290 - 32°
Breaker orm tension (oz.) . 17 = 20
C/S deg. @ rpm 89 BTC { hO BTC | 6° BTC
! Mark location Crankshaft Vibration Damper
Timing Cylinder numbering system Left: 1-3-5 -7
(see page 2) Right: 2-4-6-8
Firing order (see page 2) LeB=)i=F BB mT =2
Make and model Auto-Lite Resistor
- AR-51 [ AR-52 [ AR-31 or AS-250
e Thread (mm) . 1L .
plug -
Tightening torque (lb. fi.) 30 - 32
Gap i : ¢035
Conductor type Stranded Copper
Cable Insulation type Rubber with Neoprene Jacket
Spark plug protector Enclosed Tubes, g;gvgﬁd
ELECTRICAL—SUPPRESSION |
Spark Plugs - 10,000 OHM Resistor (Integral)
Description Distributor «~ 10,000 OHM Resistor (Integral)

{x) Revised 3-1-56; S-2L Adventurer added.

(a) For Earlg
Adw 10,5°-12,5° at 17.

Cars Only.

Later Cars - Vac. Adv, at Start 7*-8" hg.; Max. Vac,
5* hg. '



AMA Consolidaied Specification Questionnaire Page 10

MAKE OF CAR DESOPO MODEL YEAR 1956
. : S-2l; Adventurer
MODEL 8-23 s-2L (2-Doox Hardtop)
ELECTRICAL—INSTRUMENTS AND SWITCHES )
Speed- Moake Auto-Lite
ometer Trip odometer {yes, no) No
Charge indicator—type Ammetiar

Temperature indicator—type

Electyic, Magnetie

Qil pressure indicator—type

Bourdon, Tube

Fuel indicator—iype

Electric, Magnetic

Identify positions

W sedad onddlee Center I?OSit.ion - Off

cuits controlled 1st Position Clockwise - All Circuits On.

", 2nd Position Clockwise - Ignition and Starter
ig;:__‘hm - Circuit Only.
lst Position Counterclockwise = Accessory Circuit Only

Provision for illumination Yes

Location Right of Steering Column °

Theft protection type Nons

identify pasitions Left Position - Off

:;:r‘;?[:: 1st Position Clockwise - Instrument, Tail, Parklng, Ignition -
Main light- Switch and License Plate Lamp.

Ing switch 2nd Position Clockwise - Instrument, Tail, Head and License
Plate Lamps.

i Tnstrument Lamp Switch - Left of Steering Column on Instrument
it Panel concentric with head lamp switch, variable all instruments;
aw!ﬂ:hnsg Stop Lamp Switch - in Master Cylinder; Dome Lamp = automatic on

all four doors, manual on left "BY post; Map Lamp Switch in lamp;
Direction Slgnal Switeh =.Steering Column below wheel,

Locations and de-

vices controlled Windshield Wipar Switch - Rotary, variable speed, left of
Other steering column.
suitshes - Heater anil Degioster Swibéh = 2-Speed, concentric, right

side of steering column.

Moke Auto~lite -

Windshield [ 222 Electric
. Vacuum booster
wiper provision None

Washer provision Nona

Type Air Note =« Sea Shell
Horn Number used D

Amp draw {each) Q

(x) Rovised 3-1-56; S~2l; Adventurer added.



MAKE OF CAR

AMA Consolidated Specification Questionnaire Poge 11 |
DESQTO MODEL YEAR___ 1956
5~23 5-2]4. 5—21[ Adventurer

MODEL

(2-Door Hardtop)

ELECTRICAL—LAMP BULBS

len quantity vsed and tmdn number, e.g.; Headlamp 2-4030,
Indicote accestories which ara not standard equipmeont by an asterisk fellowing (he numbara.

Headlamp = 5’400
Headlamp beam indicator - 57
Parking light - 1034
Tail light - 67
Stop light - 103]4
Front - 1034.
Direction indicator Reor - 1034
Tell-Tale .

Liﬁense plate light

Instrument light

Ignition lock light - 57
Map light ~ - 1004
Dome light - 1004
Clock light

Rud:_o dial light

D =t = [ [ (e h [P IR RS 00 NS (PO | 1) P
L
..._J

Glove compartment light

Courtesy light 2 - 10011

Trunk cmﬁpurtmenl light 1 - 1003

*Other i

Push Button Trans. Opntrol Light 1 - S7%| 1-57
Back-Up Light 2 - 111 ‘
Underhood Light 1l - 1003%

ELECTRICAL—FUSE & CIRCUIT BREAKER DATA

Use trade number of fuse, ¢.g., SFE-10. 1

te clrcult

lly suffixed by latters *C.B", a.g., 30 C.B. Whers fuse or clrcull breaker protects multiple circulfs Indicul. nnl

use by a letter and tepeul the some tetter lo: all units ptolu:w by the sume fuse or circull broaker, a. 9 Farl:lng llglm SFE-10 tn). Direction Indicator same as (a).

Headlamp 15 CB (a)

Headlamp beam |ndl¢utor Same as _(3-)

Parking light 6 CB (b)

Tail light i Same as (b)

Stop light & CB (c)

Direction indicator —— .
_i_;_c:;s;-pluta light Same as (b)

Instrument light Same as (b)

Ignition light Same as (b) -
Map light Same as (c)

Dome light Same as (c)

Clock Internally Protect.ed

Clock light Same as (b)

Rodio 2 SFE _
Glove compartment light Same as (0)

Courtesy light - Same’ as (0)

+ Trunk compartment light Same as (c)

vofhel’ —p aniow

Windshicld Wiper 15 CH (d)

Back-Up Light Same as (d)

(x) Revisead 3-1-56; S-2l Adventurer added.
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MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1956
MoDEL s S LBy R

DRIVE UNITS—CLUTCH (PEDAL OPERATED)

Make Borg and Beck ——
Type (dry or wet plate) Dry S
In combinotion with fluid coupling [yes, no) No ——
Semi-centrifugal {yes, no) No -
Type pressure plate springs Coil ——
Total plate pressure (Ib.) 1962 -
No. of clutch driven discs One —
Material |’molded, Woven, Asbestos —
Inside diameter & e,
Qutside diamater 10 ———i
Total eff. area (sq. in.) 100 .5 ——
Thickness 125 ——
Number required Two PR
Engagement cushion- . . -
Clutch ing methed Springs, Flat » Crimped ==
foci
e g Type Ball .
elease -
Method of
bearing lubrication S.ealed ' ——
Method
Torsional [springs, Coil Springs —
damping | other)
Frict, mat, Sl =
DRIVE UNITS—TRANSMISSIONS
Conventional (std. or opt.) Standard e
Conventional with overdrive (std. or opt.) Ont.ional o -
Automatic {std, or opt.) Ontional §! Qﬂgard
DRIVE UNITS—CONVENTIONAL TRANSMISSION '
Number ‘of forward speeds 3 -
In first © 2,60 o
In second 1, 68 -
Trt;lil:mission In third 1.00 R
- In fourth o ———
Ih7avente 320 o
Constant mash gears in 2nd {yes, no) Yes -
Spur gear used in '
{indicote speeds) None =
Helical gears used in &
(indicate speeds) A1l “’peedﬁ S
Synch hing in 2nd and
ynchronous meshing in 2Znd an Ve i

3rd gears {yes, no)

{x) Revised 3-1-56; S-2li Adventurer added.
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Page 13

MAKE OF CAR. NESOTO MODEL YEAR 1956

o i S~2l; Adventurer B

MODEL ... 5-23 f‘s'f_zh (2=Door Hardtop)

DRIVE UNITS—CONVERTIONAL TRANSMISSION (cont.)
[ Copacity (pt) 2-3/1 - _

| Type recommended Engine 0il -

Lubricant SAE vis- Summer 10W ———
cosity Winter 10W ———
number Extreme cold 10W -

DRIVE UNITS—CONVENTIONAL TRANSMISSION WITH OVERDRIVE

For transmission data see conventional tronsmission section

Type (planetary or

Planetary

-~ -
other)
If planetary, _P:IP_.'_Q;_f_ pinions Thres ———— o
Manual lockout {yes, no) Yes —— ;
Downshift accelerator control {yes, no) Yes - b
Minimum cut-in speed 2B fp— _
Gear ratio 0 -
Overdrive -E;pucity -7
int -
(O.D. only) - 3/h P
Lobrf Separate filter (yes, no) No . B
ubri- oL S S— =
cant Type recufquﬁde_d_ E:ng_ne 0il - .
SAE vis- Summer 10W e
cosity Winter 10W —-———
number Ext. cold 100 L

DRIVE UNITS—AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION

Trode nome

Type (fluid coupling with SRS
gears, torgue converfor
with gears, other)

Powerflite

Torque Converter with Gears

Manual selector positions, left Neutral o
1o right (show symbols and [N .
define, e.g., N- Neutral) - Reverss |[R ] O] Drive
' [P
. Low
List gear ratios in eoch dtive
position (ronge) R - Reverse = 2,39
- N Neutral e ===
. D =~ .Drive - 1,72 and 1,00
L - Low - 1l.72
Shifting within drive position ronge by accelerator
" control and speed limiting governor {yes, no) Yes
By governor—forced shift (yes, no} Yes
Downshift of gears in high range 55

possible yp to (mph)

(x) Revised 3~1-56; S-2l Adventurer added.
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MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1956 .
% = S-24 Adventure
MODEL 5-23 8 2-1‘ gz-Dlo‘or Hardtop

DRIVE UNITS—AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION (cont.)

Number of elements

Three

Max, rafie at stall
at engine rpm

2.6 at 1650

2.7 at 1930

Torque
convertor

Provided {yes, no)

. No

Mechan- Speed range

ical

Lotk Reteases at (speed

range, mph)

Type of cooling {forced air, oil
cooler and type, other)

Air

Water

Anti-creep device (yes, no)

No

Capacity—rsfill (pt.)

20 Pints

Type recommended

Automatic Transmission Fiuid, "Type A"

Lubricant

Summer

Grade .' Wintet

Extreme cold

DRIVE UNITS—PRGOPELLER

SHAFT

Number vsed

torque tube}

Exnosed

Type (exposed,

Conventional trans. 3. 5 x 59 o 4
Quter E . ¥ e 5 -
di ter
Ie‘::ﬂ::x X Overdrive trans, 3. S b 59 12 —
wall L - Oég :
thickness Automatic trans. 3.25 x §9.72 3.25 x 59.41 3.50 x 590!41
.o 1065' [ x 0065 . Y s o .065
Type (plain,
!ﬂfﬂ;' anti-friction) -
mediate
i Lubri. (fitting,
, bedring prepack] i
Make Universal Products
Number used 2 -
Type (ball and trunnion, Front = Ball and Trunnion
Universal cross, other) ' Rear - Cross
joints
sy (plain, Anti~-Friction
Bxitig anti-friction) :
Lubric. (fitting,,
prepack) Pyepask

Drive taken through (forgue tube

or arms, spring)

Rear Springs

Torque taken through {torque tube

or arms, springs)

Rear Springs

*Cenlarline to centerline of joints or centerline of rear attachment point.

(x) Revised 3-1-565 5-2L Adventurer added.
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5-2ly Adventure

MODEL

5-23 ; S-2l

(2-Dooxy Hardtop

DRIVE UNITS—REAR AXLE

Type (semi-fioating, other) Semi-Floating
Gear type (hypoid, other) Hypoid
C ional ;
onventional trans 3.9 (39_10) -
Gear ratio N
i Mo Overdrive trans. J—l-B (LI.3"10) R
of teeth - . -
Automatic trans, 3.73 (J.J.l-ll) 3. I;‘;h (39..1]_ ) (3.)
Pm;;m adjustment {shim, other) Solid Shim
Pinion bearing adj. {shim, other) Shims _ Solid Shims
Capacity (pt.) 3,25 3.5
Type recommended Multi=Purpose H)"Doid Gear Lubricant
Lubricont SAE vis- Summer SAR 90
cosity Winter SAE 90
number Extreme cold SAJE 80
DRIVE UNITS—WHEELS
Type (disc, other) - Disc
Rim (size and fAange type) 15 x 5'-1/2 K- :
Type (bolt or stud) Front = Stud, Rear = Bolt I Stud
Attachment Circle diometer J.L-“; 3
Number and size. 0, 1/§ = 20 Am, Nat. Thd.
DRIVE UNITS—TIRES .
Size tnd Stnndorcll 7.60 % 15 (Tubeless) ‘.]. Ply . ) (b)
ply rating Optional 7.60 x 15 (Tubeless) 6 Ply . : batadond
Rev/mile at 30 mph 728 )
inflation Front 21-'-
press. {cold) Reor ZII.
BRAKES—SERVICE
Tere Hydraulic - Internal Expanding Drum
Booster type _ Vacuum ~ at extra cost] Vacuum

Effective area (sq. in.) 251
Percent brake effectiveness—rear L0
F
. Diameter on 12
Dium Rear 12
Type and material M

(x) Revised 3-1-56; S-Zh Adventurer added.

(a) 3.07 (L3-13), 3.36 (37-11), 3.5L (39-11), 3.73 (L1-11),
(b) 7.60 x 15 Tubeless, L-Ply Nylon WSW.

3.91 (43-11)
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MAKE OF CAR DESQOTO MODEL YEAR 1956
g n S-2l Adventurer
MODEL el i (2=Door Hardtop)
BRAKES—SERVICE (cont.) | |
 Bonded or riveted Iaon'{md B
Materiol Molded Asbestos .
Size Front
Pri- (]eng‘h % wheal 12 .5? x 2.5 X 020
mary width x Rea
thickness) w?xerel 12 .5? x 2-5 % «20
Brake Segments per shoe
lining - TP _One o
Material Molded Asbestos
Size Front A
Second- {length wheel 12 .57 % 2.5 % %0 -
ary width x Rear
1 thickness) w:ea# 12 ’57 x 2 ’5 x «20
: _Segments par shoe One
Wheel cyl- | Front o w— 1.12
inder bore Rear 1,12
Master cylinder bore 1,12
Avdilable pedal travel - 1 L. -
Line pressure at 100 Ib. pedal load 7"2'0 (a) | 1100

Shoe clearonce adjustment

No Major Adjustwent Reguired

BRAKES—-PARKING

Type of comrol
Location of control _

T-Handle, Multiple Pawl Ratchet

Under Instrument Panel, Left of Steering Column

Operates on

Rear of Transmission

- _Typ;'{-in_f_;_f;;.l- or external) -

External (b) |

Internal

6: (b)

If sepa-

rate from - | Drum diameter
service Lining size (length x
brakes width x thickness)

15038 X 2x -16
(b)

13.06 x 2 x .16

~ FRAME

'i'ype and description

Welded, Double Channel Box Section
Side Rails, Lateral Cross Section.

FRONT SUSPENSION

T)r;e and dmcripiign_-

Independent, Lateral Non-Parallel
Control Arms with Coil Springs.

(x) Revised 3-1-56; S-2l Adventurer added.
(a) With Power Brakes - 1100 psi
(b)

of 13.06 x 2 x .20 is used.

With PowerFlite, a 7 inch internal parklng brake with 1in:.ng
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Poge 17

Rev, B-3Y
MAKE OF CAR DE50TO MODEL YEAR 1956
; % X S-2l Adyenture
MODEL Be23 S ?h : (2-Door Hardtop
FRONT SUSPENSION (cont.)
Typo Coil
Moterial Chrome Steel
Size (length x width x
Spring No. lesaves or coll 1D} L I. D-_
Spring rata {Ib. per in.) 1,80 N/A
Rote at wheal {Ib. per in.) N/A 629 to 671
Normal load {lb. @ rated length) Right ~ 2190 at 11" Right - 2000 at 11"
Left - 2285 at 11 Le - 2125 at 11"
- Manufaciurer own
o .
oot Type |direct or laver) Diract
Piston diameter One
Type (link, linkless, Linkless
Stabilizer | frameless)
Malerial Stescl
STEERING
Type used (Stondard | Mechanical Standard
or optional) Power Optional
Whael diameter 18
. Quisida |Wall to'wall (r. & L) h(;l ]_l_il
Turljllng front Curb to curb [r. & L) ' h3l gn
diometer Inside Wall te wall {r. & L} 201 O
rear Curb to curb {r. & L] 261 v
Inside wheeal angle wilh.cmlsidn whael al 20° - N/p_
Type ]
: Worm and Three-Tooth Roller
; Make Genmar
Machanical Geor =z Goar 20.1
i QOverall 30,9
Mo. wheel turns ';.5'
Type Integral "Coaxial"
Maka Own :
Trade name Full Time Power Steering
Typ
, " TR Rack and Sector and Recirculating Ball Nut
owar oar -
. " | Ratlos Geor 16.2
Overall 20,3
Pump driven by Generator
Overall torque ratlo m
Number wheel turns 3,5
Type Symmetrical Idler Arm, Equal Length Tie Rods
Location (front or rear
Linkage of wheels) Regr
X Drag link (trans, or long) " Transverse
Tie reds {ona or twol Two '

(x) Revised 3-1-56; S-2l Adventurer added.
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MAKE OF CAR DESQTO MODEL YEAR 1956
2  5-2l s-2l, Adventurer
MODEL___ P : (2-Door Hardtop)
STEERING (cont.)
Inclination ot camber (deg.) 5.59 at. OO
Diameter «795
Kingpin _ Upper Roller
?”mﬁm’ Lower Steel Backed, Lead Bronze | Roller (b)
fype Thrust . Ball v
Caster (deg.) . 29 £ 0° =29 Preferred with Manual Steering
— 0° preferred with Power Steering ()
alignment . | Camber {deg.) o] o - Left = +1/2°
honsett 1/b° + 3/8 Preforred  Left - oé |
preferred) I id d-
[l;o‘:: el:ll {outside trea 1 /8“ Penfarred
Stearing knuckle type Elliott Type
Diameter :::::in g a2 5
Wheel Outer
spindle bearing . 75 ,
Thread size: 3/1]._ o 16 Amo Natq Thd-
Bearing type Tang_g-g Rollexr
REAR SUSPENSION '
Type ' Parallel, Longitudinal Leaf
Drive and torq. taken through [see page 14) Rear Springs
[ Type Seml-Elliptic
Materiol - Chromium Alloy Steel
Size (length x width x ; -
NI:.ele:::s or :o.il 1D.) 55 X 2‘5 x 5 55 X 205 X 6
Spring rate (ib. per in.) 90 . . =
Rate at whéel {ib. per in.}’ N/A ' 115 to 125
Nermal load (Ib. af rated 880 at =,38 920 at -.38 8LO at -.38
Spring’ length} Opening Opening Opening
Mounting insulation type ) . Rubber Bushing .
No. of leaves 5 | 6
Covers (yes, no) No
t‘ p Lubricated: (yes, no} No
o [ Tiype and size T R x5
Material Wax Impresgnsted Material L
Shackle {comp. or tens.) . Compression
Manufacturee Own
Shack Type (direct or lever) Diract
absorbers : % =
Piston diameter 1
Sickillizes Type [llink, linkiess, frameless) None
_ Material -
Track bar type None

(x) .Rsvised 3=1=563 S-2ly Adventurer addad.
Any difference in caster between left and right wheels should make the left

(a)

side 0° to 3/L4° more negative caster than the right sids.

(b)

bushing.

When Power Steering is used, the lower bearing is a steel-backed, lead-bronze
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Rev, B-53

AKE OF CAR ... .. ... _DESOTO IODEL YEAR 1956

BDDY-—-GENERAL DEFINITIONS

NOTE: Included in the dimension definitions listed on this and the following pages are those which have been proposed for adoption by the SAE
Thess are indicated by a numher following the type of dimension, e.g., L 3. Additional dimensions have been added by the AMA Specifications Body
Sub-Committee for incfusion in the Oueslwnnmre These are shown by an additional letter, e.g., HA. The dimensions are developed from the following
basic points:

1. Front and reor seat "A" points are taken 5” forward of verticol tangent 10 seat back 15" from center of bedy.
2. Front seat is in the rear position,

3. Louaded position—5 passengers, front 300 Ib.,, rear 450 Ib., Includes spore wheel, fire and tools, and full complement of gas, oll, water, atc.
ond lires to recommended pressure, ete, '

4, C. L. [centerline).
5. D. L, O. {daylight opening, exposed glass dimension),

6. Ramp breakover angle (page 20-A) is the supplement of the In:luded ramp angle (180° minus the Includad ramp angle} over which & car
can pass without honging up.

MODEL S=23 s-2l ~° §=2l4 Adventurer

(2=Door Hardtop )

BODY—TRUNK OPENING DIMENSIONS

. /‘\K
e oy
- TA FTTETS
TG l
© 1’“ 1{©
A\, TB S - -
TA—Width across fhe top ™ 60,3
TB—Width across the boltom : 5o .0
TC—Diagonal dimension at CL
from top of opening to bottom 32 "5 BT‘h
TD—Vertical height of opening {floor . 22.0 22 5
a i 4

to top, inslde edge of opening)

TE-Max. horizontal depih (forward _ .
from verticol projection of inside ’ ST A ; 63 .ll.
edge of opening) . )

Position of spare tire siowo‘ge Right IH:md 3ide = Inclined

Wethod of holdcng lid ¢ open‘
Torsion Bar

e e b P SRS SR

(x) Revisad 3-1-56 5-2l Adventurer added.
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Reov. 8-52
MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1956
‘ ' - o S-2l, Adventurer
MODEL S—Z.’B S-2l, s {2-Door Hardtop)

BODY—HEIGHY DIMENSIONS—INTERIOR

HEADLINING
AT 1" LnEY o/i or poow

/  toPor GARPET.

14T 16" LINE)

H1. Front headroom—from “A"
pt to headlining at 8° bock of )
vertical on 15" line. (For "A" - 35.1 : 3.6
pt. see note 1, page 19) 3

H2. Reor headroom—from "“A

pt. to headllning at 8° back of 3h .5 ) : ; 3,*.0
verticalon 15" line. .

H3. Front soal heighi to Aoor

" carpet on 15” line (front edge 13.3
of :ush_Ion]. E
HB. Reor ssat helght to floor
carpet on 15 line (front edge
of cushion). 13.7

H1). Entrance—front—cushion _ )
“A" point to bottem windeord ! : 29.5 . : 29,0
vertleal. . -

H12. Entrance—rear—top of
cushion to bottom windcord 27.0
vertical ot C/L of rear door.

Hi3. Sisering whesl clecrance
o saat cushion taken on arc. 5."3 Soh

HA. Front seat vertical rise at
“A" pt, (Inches.) . i B

(x) Revised 3=1-56; S-24 Adventurer added.
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Page 20-A

Rav, B-33
MAKE OF CAR DESCTO MODEL YEAR 1956
! 2 » S=2l; Adventure
MODEL e 3 .2h (2~Door. Hardtop

BODY—HEIGHT DIMENSIQONS—EXTERIOR

8- INCLUDED RAMP ANGLE

HC-RAMP BREAKOVER ANGLE
{SUPPLEMENT OF INGLUDED RAMP ANGLE)

H101. Overall height. 60.5 58.0
HB. Overall helght—unlcaded. 62 1 60,1
H102, Front bumper bottom to

ground at normal section, 12.8 10.6
H104, Rear bumper bottom to .

ground at normal section. 11.8 :Ll_' 7 9.8
H106. Angle of approoch—from

the tire rolling radius to lowest ]_90 N/A
polnat on front bumper or guvard.

H107. Angle of departure—from

the tire rolling radius to low- o

ast polnt on rear bumper or guard. 1L N/ A
HC. Ramp brackover angle.* 120 N/A
H117.  Windshield DLO-slant height, 16.8

H121. Backlight DLO *—Maox., :
slant helght. 17.6 18.8
H122, Windshliald slope angle to o

vertical line on car axis. l.l.?

H124, Backligh! slopa angla 1o o] o]
vertical line on car axh. 51 55
H128. Ground to bottom of

front bumper guord. 18 '1, 16‘0
H129. Ground to bottom of rear

Copor chone) 13,2 13.0 1.2
HD. Min. rood clearance (loca- 6.3 at Frame 6,2 at Frame 1.2 at Frame
fion and dimension]. Side Member Side Member Side Member

HE. Min. road clearance af rear
axle.

8.4

8,2

*See Noles, page 19,

(x)

Revised 3-~1-56; 5-2l, Adventurer added.
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'MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1956
3 S5-23 S-2) S=2l; Adventurs
MODEL : :

BODY—LENGTH DIMENSIONS

(2-Door Hardtop

C T
L104 Lo
L3. Reor compartment back of front
seat back to rear seat back, 32.5 29.2
L4. Leg room—front—diagonal— :
ball of foot to top of seat to front seat L5.7
back—15" line. . .
L5. leg room—rear—diagonal— || i
from ball of foot to top of rear seat Mh? Ll-lcé
cushion and Yo seal back, -
Inte-
rior L7, Steering wheel clearance to
seat back taken on arc. 15 .8
L9. Front seat depth [front edge to :
vert. tan. to sect back on 15" line). 18.1
L16. Depth of rear seot . il o
{front edge to seat back). K] 17.8 .
L17. Total adjustment of :
front seat at floor, 5.0
L101. Wheel base. . 126-,0
L103. Overali length (bumper to )
bumper inc. guardsh . 217.9 220.9
Exte- : F T : ;
L104. Overhang—front including . - :
rior bumper guards. 36 N .
L105. Overhang—rear including ; 20
" bumper guards. 55’3 : 58 o3

(x) Revised 3-1-563 S=2L Adventurer added.
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MAKE OF CAR DESQTO MODEL YEAR 1956 .
, S=23 . s=2l 'S-2ly Adventurer
MODEL - el

BODY—WIDTH DIMENSIONS

(2-Door Hardtop).

Inta--
rior

W3. Front shoulder room, at garaish
maulding height or nearest interference
5" forword of seat back.

58.L

58.5

W4. Rear shoulder room, at garnish
moulding height or nearest interference
5" forward of seat back.

58.4

5645

W5. Front hip room, at top of sedt 5"
forward of vert. tan. to seat back.

63.3

63.0

' Wé. Rear hip room, ot top of seat 5"
" forward of vert. tan, to seat back,

64,0

~ 55.0

W7. Sieering wheel center
to center of body.

15:1

Exte-

" rlor

WI101, . Front tread at
ground.

60.4

W102. Reor tread at
ground.

5946

W103. Max. overall width of. car
intluding bumpers or mouldings.

WA, Mox. overall width
of car with dodrs open.

153.0

76{5

1655

WI111. Windshield DLO,

max. width,

62,0

"W114. Back window DLO,

max, width.

60,5

(x) Revised 3-1-56; S-2 Adventurer added.
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Rev. B-53
AKE OF CAR DESQTO MODEL YEAR 1956
: S=23 . S=2k 5-2l Adventurer
MODEL . . i
BODY—MISCELLANEOUS INFORXMATION

Doors hingad F’T‘ Fronl
(front, rear) Rear Front
Type of finish {lacquer, enamel) Smthetib Enamel
Hood opening [front, side; semi-full, full, half) Front = Full
Hood counterbalanced (yes, no) Yes
Hood release control {internal, external) External -
Vent window control method
{cronk, friction, pivot), Pivobt

Windshleld {one. plece, two plecs; eurved, flat)

One Piece, Curved - Double Wrap-Around

Rear window type (one plece, Iwo plece, three
pleco; curved, flat)

One Piece = Curved .

Windshield glass area

Bocklight glass area

Total glass area

BODY—TYPES AND STYLE

N
)

NAMES
Body type, number of passengers, and sf*,'le,«l G=6
names (use lefter code shown below followe - —
by passenger copacity and style name - Four-Door Sedan
e.g., N-6 Ranchwagon) J=6 . —_
Seville
J=6
Sportsman
Seville
Sportsman -
L-é -~
Convertible Coupe
PG -
Station Wagon .
Body type code.

A-~Coupe—2 door flatback
B—Coupe—2 door notchback
C-—Sedon—2 door fAlatback
D—Sedan—2 door notchback

L—Convertible—2 deor
M—Converlible—4 door
N—Station wagon—2 door
P—Statien wagon—4 deor.

E—Sedan—4 door flotback (4 windows} GQ—Combined passanger and utillty—:z door -
F—Sedan—4 door flatback (6 windows) . R—Combined possenger and utility—4 doeor
G—Sedon—4 door notchback (4 windows) ~ 5—Sedan dellvery , ' .

H~—Sedan—4 door notchback (6 windows) ] ' T—LImousine

J—~Hardiop—2 door
K—Hardtop—4 door

X (x) Revised 3-1-56; 5-2l Adventurer added.
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