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CONSOLIDATED SPECIFICATION QUESTIONNAIRE
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NOTES: 1

. The specifications set forth herein are those in effect at the date of compilation and are subject to change without notice,

2, All specifications are standord for the madels under which they are listed unless otherwise indicated,
3. Al dimensions are nominal engineering dimensions unless otherwise indicated, _
4, Unless otharwise indicated, specifications ‘apply to 5 or § passenger, 4-door sedan or equivalent,

GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS

- Model

§-21

Piston displacement, cu. in.

5-22

Wheelbase ' 126.0
Tread hzon! 60.2

Rear 59.6
Maximum | Length (L-103) 217.9
Overall Width (W-103} 78. 3
Dimensions Height {H-101) 0.5
Sfoeringlrotio—-overull N / A .
Turning diameter {curb to curb) 3t gt ' .
Shipping welght* , 3890 (&) l 3060 (a) .
Transmission— Conventional : Standard :
{Specify standard, Overdrive ' - Optional
optional, not avoil.) Automatic Optional '

Conventional 3:9 ~ 3.73
Axle ratio Overdrive ) 'S

) Automatie 3.73 3.54

Tire size : Tubeless 7.60.x 15

Type 90° ¥

No. of eylinders . 8

Valve arrangement - Overhead, Laterally Inclined
Engino { Bore and stroke 3.720 x 3.34h ’

201
Standard compression ratio Tl e e menen
Maximum bhp at engine rpm 185 at 4Lo0 200 at 4400
Moximum torque at rpm 245 at 2800 g7l|' at 2800

*Standard car welght, nat including gas and water.

{a) With PowerFlite, transmission.
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MAKE OF CAR__ . DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1955
5-22 ‘ 5-21
MODEL
ENGINE-—GENERAL :
T V, In-line, other v
1R Angle of ¥ : . ) . 900
No. of cylinders ) . ' 8
Yalve arrangement OHV - Laterally Inclined
Bore and stroke .- 3.720 x 3. 3"‘J+
Pisten displacement, cu. In. - 291, -

Numbering system L. Bank .
{front to rear) ] R Bank

1
: _ 2

Firing order ' 1-8-4-3.6-5-7-2
. - s 7

Compression rafio Sgndile Hede 0l T
Optional Head L
Head Standard : Cast Tron
Cylinders Material Optional N .
' Sleeve—Wet, dry, other, none ' Wone
Number of Front . B . )
mounting poinis Rear ; ) 1
Taxable {Dia,? x No. Cyl)
horsepower 2.5 . . LI'LI"?’ ;
Standard head ‘ 185 at 4400 [ 200 at 4400
Advertised Optionoal head ) . -
max. broke T - : ‘ 5 "
::r::;;:::er {Octane Standard Head ) _ . 85 Motor
RPM* und Lo
| method) Ogtional Head i ; '
Mox. torque | Standard head 25 at 2800 | 274 at 2800
{ib. ft. @ RPM)| Optional head —== :
Recommended idle speéd (neutral) 450-500
ENGINE—PISTONS ‘ ;
Materia) : _ Aluminum Alloy

Thermally Controlled by Steel Belt,
Elliptically Turned, Tin-FPlated

Description and finish

Waeight (piston only) 0z. ' ' 18.2

, Top land - 032

Clearance Skirt Top _ ’ 001

: Bottom . . —

Mo, 1 ring : ' .192

Ring groove No. 2 ring . .192

depth No. 3 ring* ) ‘ 192
" | Ne. 4 ring w, & L mme

*Corrected as defined by SAE Engine Test Code, with the following siandard \sumn jos_Generator, Water Pump,
Manifolds . Fuel Pump. Mapual Spark Advance, Manifold HeAE OFfs . ,
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MAKE OF CAR DESQTO MODEL YEAR __ 1955
. 85-22 ' - 8-21
MODEL
ENGINE—RINGS
Neé. 1 oll or comp. Compression
Type (top No, 2 oil or comp. . Compression
fo bottom) . Mo. 3 oil or comp. Oil
No. 4 oil or comp. i
No. rings above piston pin 3
Material Piston Ring Iron
Coating Tin
Compression Width 078
Gap 015
Moximum wall thickness .184
Material Piston Ring JTron .
Coating N dne
o Width .186
Gap 015
.| Maximum wall thickness .150
Location of exponders 0il Ring
ENGINE—PISTON PINS
Materic ' : High Manganese Steel
Length 3.065
Diameter .22
Locked in rod, in .
piston, floating, ete. Floating
Type Bushi In rod or plston Rod
Y9 Thaterial Steel Backed lead Bronze
¢l ; In piston ‘ 0 to .0005
earance In rod .000) to .0004 (Selective)
Direction offset in piston Ri%ht - 1/16"
ENGINE-—-CONNECTING RODS .
Wrters) High Manganese Forging Steel
Weight {oz.) 20,8
Length {center to center) 6.06
Material. Thin Babbitt on Steel.
Type {cast-in or removable) ' Removable
Beoring Effactive length 812 .
Clearance .0005 to .0015 (Desired)
End play .006 to .OLl4 (g-Rods )
ENGINE—CRANKSHAFT
Material Drop Forged Steel
Weight {Ib.) N/A
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MAKE OF CAR_ - DESOTO MODEL YEAR _ 1955
. _ : ,
5-22 . T 8-21
MODEL.._
ENGINE—CRANKSHAFT (cont,)
Vibrafion damper type . Damped Dynemic Torsional Vibration Absorber
End thrust taken by bearing (No.) Three
Crankshaft end play 002 to .007
Materlal ~ 7 . Lead Base Babbitt on Steel
Type (cost-in or removable) . , Removable
Clearance . ;- ! .0005 to .0015
i No.1 . 2.38 x .81
‘ No, 2 2.38 x .B1
J 1
i dio. ond | No.3 2.38 x .BL
i bearing No. 4 2.38 x .81
effective | No. 5 2.38 x 1.53
length No. 6 —
: No.7 . , —
Direction offset from cyl. bore . None '
Connecting rod crankpin -
journai diameter ' 2,062
ENGINE—CAMSHAFT
p— - Special Cast Iron with Cams,
B ' Distributor and 01l Pump Drive Gear Cast Integrally
. Material " Lead Base Babbitt on Steel
Bearings -
Number ] . ‘ Five
Geuar or chain B Chain
Crankshaft gear or
P ol High Manganese Steel
Camshaft gear or
I!Zf:r : Of. sprocket material _ ‘ Cast Iron
Make ' Morge Silent
Timing No. of llnks ‘ 68
chain Width ' 1.125
Pitch 375
ENGINE—VALVE SYSTEM
Hydraulic lifters {yes, no) ' Yes
Special provision for valve ' .
rotation {intake, exhaust) ' _ o No
Rocker ratio : 1.5
. Operaling tappat Intake ' ‘ i 0
clearance (indicate : e .
hot or cold) ‘ 0
Exhaust .
Tappet clearance intake Valve Train Bolid -
for timing Exhaust ‘ Valve Train Solid
. Timing marks cn fly-
oiieel, domper, sificr . Crankshaft Vibration Damper
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MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1955
Se22 | §-21
MODEL__- -
ENGINE--VALVE SYSTEM {cont.)
ke - |-Qpens CBTQ . b4 ATC 12 BTC
"y miake Closes (°ABC) 76 ARG 52 ARC
RN Eehag 0RO (BRC) 54 BBRC 5Q BBC
AV | Closes PATC) 10 ATC . 1k ATC _
Material ] S5ilicon-Chromium Steel
Overall length LBl
Actual overcll head dia, 1.8k
Angle of seat 11.50
Seat insert material None
Stem dlameter 372 _
Stem to guide clearonce .002
" Lify . 360
Intake o Valve closed :
‘ )
Over b, @ n) 28 at 1.69
‘press. and | Valya open
length {lb. @ In.) 92 at 1.31
I Valve closad ; _ U
s';:r?r:q 15, @ in) 22 at 1.56
“press, oand | Valve opan .
length ~ b. @ in} . h2 at 1.19 Co
Material XCR Chromium Nickel Steel
Overall length ' ' 4,80 :
Actual overall head dia. 1.50
Angle of seat ! 450
Seat insert material Alloy Cast Iron
Stem diameter 372
Stem to gulde clearance .003
REREut s Yalve closed -360 6 :
' Quter Is) + 1,
spring (lb. @ in) = e
press. and | Vaive open
length . ([_b, @ in) g2 at 1. 31
Valve closed d
Inner
SEIAG itb, @ in.) 22 at 1. 56 3
press. and | Valve open ;
length {Ib. @ in) b2 at 1.19
‘ENGINE—LUBRICATION SYSTEM ,
Main bearings ‘ " Pressure
rypiiof Connecling rods Pressure _
lubrication Piston pins . Metered Jet Spray
(splash, Camshaft bearings Pressure !
pressure, Toppets i Metered Pressure
nozzle) Timing gear or chain Metered Flow
"Cylinder walls Metered Jet Spray
i - -
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MAKE OF CAR_ | DESOTO MODEL YEAR_ 1955
. g-22 5-21
MODEL__ g ® .
ENGINE—LUBRICATION SYSTEM (cont.) !
Oil pump type Rotary

Normal oil pressure (tb. @ rpm} .

50 to 65 at 1500

Oil pressure guge type

{etectric or mechanical) Mechanieal
Type oil intake {floating .

stationary} . . Floating

Qil filter type (full Aow, Shunt Type .

partial flow)

Capaclty of ‘crunkco‘se, loss
filter—reflli (qt.)

Replaceable Element, '

5

‘Not Lower Than 432° P .....ss, SAE 30

Qil grade recommended {SAE viscosity As Low As _ fl‘loo F .. vresaed SAE 20W .
and temperature range) As Low As S10° F Luvene v« DAE 10W
' Below . 0% F sivise.. SAE W
Oil type recommended -Nohe' : :
ENGINE—FUEL SYSTEM 2§
Recommended | Stondard head Regular
fuel | Optional head ———
Fuel Capacity (gals.) 20
Tank | Filter Location Right Rear Fender.
_Fuel Type Oilite
Filter “| Ltocation Fuel Tank
Type-(elec, or mech.) Mechanlcal
Fuel Lacation Right Front of Engine
pump Pressure range 5.0 to 6,5
’ Yacuum booster (std., optl,, none) . None
Make Ball and Ball Carter
Mode| number " BED-21175 WCFB-22108
Number used . Cne.
Downdraft, side
Type ) R iﬂ.le!', other ¥ DOW'ndI‘B.ft A .
 Carbureter : Single or dual Dual | Four-Barrel
. {Intake manifold heat control ‘
{manual, auto., none) _Automa'tic )
Automatic choke type _
{integral, other) Integral .
"Air ¢leaner |Standard 011 Bath

type +1Optional

ENGINE—EXHAUST SYSTEM

Type (single, single with cross-over, duol, other} .

- Single with Cross-Over -

Muffler type {rev. flow, str, thry, sep.resonator)

Reversé Flow

Exhaust pipe dia, Branch

1.9 -

Main

2.2

Taoil pipe diameter

2
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MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1955
MODEL 5-22 S-21
ENGINE-—~COOLING SYSTEM
Typo (prassure system,
atmospherle, other) Pressure-Vent
Radiator cap relief valve press. T P8 i (3-)
Circulation Type [choke, bypass) By-Pass
thermostat Starts to open at 160° to 165° F
Type (centrifugal, other) Centrifugal
Water Number of pumps One
pump Drive (V-belt, other) ¥-Belt
Bearing type Bushings
By-puss recirculation type [internal, external) External
Radiator core type i :
(cellutar, tube and fin) Cellular (a) Fin and Tube
Cooling sys- | With heater [qt.) 2l
fem capacity | Without heater {qt.) 23
Water jackets full length of cylinder {yes, no) Yes
Water all oround cylinder {yes, no} Yes
Number and type
(molded, straight} One: Molded
Lower
Inside diameter
and length 1'83 Curved
Number and type
Radiator o (molded, stroight) One, Molded
hose BRer Inside diameter
and length 1.8, Curved
Mumber and type
By- {molded, stralght) One, Molded
pass Inside diameter
) and length 1'23 Curved
Number used Two (a)
- Angle of V 360
" Qutside length 37.2 l 38
Drive A
balts Width +38
6 Angle of V 360
el Qutside [ength l[l
ator
Width 38
Mumber of hlades 0 0
and spacing Four - 76 and 101" (8.)
Digmetar 18
Fan Ratio——fan to
crankshaft revolutions '95 to 1 ‘85 o 1 (a)
Bearing type See Water Pump ‘

(a) With Air Conditioning,the following data apply to both 5-22 and S-21i

Radiator Cap Relief Valve Pressure:

psi

Radiator Core Type:

Fin and Tube

Fan:

Six Blades « 18" Diameter

Fan Ratio:

09531

Drive Bellts - Number Used:

Three
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REV, 7-%2
MAKE OF CAR DESQTO MODEL YEAR 1955
MODEL 5=22 ﬁ-?l
ELECTRICAL—SUPPLY SYSTEM
Wiake and Mode! Auto-Lite, 2H-120-B (a)
Valage W X PereT el AT
SAE Designation & Amp Hr. Rfg :
Battery Location 2H} 12-0
Under Hood, Left Side
Terminal grounded Positive .
Make Auto-Lite
Model GOW-6001
Generator Type Shunt Wound
Ratio—Gen. to Cr/s rev, 2,02
Make Auto-Lite
Model VBE~6001-A
Type i Current and Voltage Control
Closing voltage
Bidant G geurane mpi 6.3 - 6.8 at 1000
relay Reverse current
Regulator to open b1 - .8
Regu- Voltage 7.1 = 7.0
lated Current LLS - 57 (b)
Min, Gen, rpm required LO00
Voltage | Temparature 70°
test con- Load Run 15 Min at 10 Amp
ditions Other pm e,
ELECTRICAL—STARTING SYSTEM
Make Autbo-Tite
Model MCH-6113-A
Rotation (drive
end view) Clockwise
Engine cranking speed 35-110 rom ;
Starting ey enwcltiont SAE &5W at -20° F and SAE 30 with completely warmed englne
motor
Amps J.|.10
:':;k Volts 2.0
Torque (Ib, #.) 8.0
No Amps 65
load Yolts 5.0
test RPM (min.) L300
Switch (solencid, manual) Solencid
Starting
d .
Meroi peorecure Turn Ignition Key Beyond
control "Tgnition On" Position

(a) Willard H/-2-120-~C, Optional Equipment

(b) Higher value denotes initial temporary rating.

Bi~Metal hinge reduces

output to lower value after warmm-up period.
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MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1955
MODEL §-22 8-21
ELECTRICAL—STARTING SYSTEM (cont.)
Engagement type Solenoid.. Cluteh
" Pinlon meshes (front, rear) Front
drlo\::r Number Pinion 9
of teeth Flywheel 16
Flywheel tooth face width 3/8
ELECTRICAL—IGNITION SYSTEM
Make. Auto=Lite
Coil Model CR-6015
- " | Engine stopped =4
Enginae idling 2,25
Make Auto-Lite
Model ‘ TAZ=L002=0 IAZ-).LOOE-D
Centr. ad
Spark sf:::r[r:m‘;un“ 300 - ].I.OO
parl
Centr, ad 0 o) 0 o
advarce | ox. deg. ® rpm 7" =9 at 800 117 - 137 at 1800
Pistribut distri- V d o :
b | St | Yo s 1° at 55" - 6.5% he
shaft) Vac. adv. (max, o o 0 o
« | deg. @ tn. HgJ) 6" = 8§ at 11" hg 10,57 = 12,5 at 17" hg
Breaker gap {in.) 015 to .0L8
Cam angle (deg.} 26° - 28°
Breoker arm tension (ox.) 17=20
C/S deg. @ rpm 10” BTC l . Ii” BTG
Mark jocation Crankshaft Vibratlon Damper
Timing Cylinder numbering system - Left Bank: 1—ﬁ-5-?
{see page 2} Right Bank: 2~l~6-8
Firing order {see page 2] VBt JuaOmB =T
Make and model Auto-Lite Resistor Auto~Lite Resistor
Msask L3-1);0 L5=-165
p:::;r Thread {mm) L -M
Tightening torque (Ib. ft.) 30=32
Gap . .035
.| Conducter type Stranded Copper
Cable Insulation type Rubber with Neoprene Jackebl
Spark plug protector Neop_rene Cover
ELECTRICAL—SUPPRESSION
Spark Plugs = 10,000 ohm Resistor EIntegral;
Description Distributor - 10,000 ohm Resistor (Integral
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MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1955
MODEL Bt -zl
ELECTRICAL—INSTRUMENTS AND SWITCHES
Spesd- Make Autio~lite
ometer Trip odometer (yes, no) No
Charge Indleator—type Ammeter

Tempaerature Indicator—type

Electric, Magnetdc

Oll pressure indicator—type

Bourdeon Tube

Fusl indlcator-—type

Electrlc, Magnetic

Identify positions
In order and cir~

-cylts controlled

Oenter [ E NI NN NENEENEERNENSESREEREE RN Off .
13t Position Clockwise seevesssacanas ALL Circults On
2nd Positlion CLoCkwiSe sssersessnsss Ignition and Startep

Ignition Circuilt Only
swltch lst Positlon Counterclockwise sseeee Accessory Circult Only
" Provision for llumination Yes l
'Location ‘ Right of Stesring Column
Theft protection type ~None
dantify pesitions Left Positlon esescscosscnsssnesaces OFF
S g 1st Position ClockwiSe sesesesssasss Instruments, Tail and Parking
Maln light- | Sentrolie Lamps, Ignition Switch Light,
Ing switch License and Ignition Lamp
2nd Position Glockwise sesavsssnavas INstruments, Tail, Head and
Ldcense Tampg.
E.Il"""""“’ :'::I J Combination instrument and map light switch: Rotary va.riable,
S . s concentric with main light switch, clockwlse, clock and instiu=-
Other light ment lamps; lst Position, Counterclockwise, instrument, clock and
wieies map lights. Automatic front door switches, right and Teft s conbro
map lights. Upper right and left "AM posts auto. door swibches (b)
_ Lower rizht and left "A" posts automatic door switches (g)#*
"‘?"-""""’"“'I‘I":" Windshield wiper switch, variable speed, right of steering
vices conirela colwmn on Ainstrument panel. Heater motor switch and defroster
Other motor switch, two-speed, concentric, on instrument pansl. Stop
Kiichan 1ight switch, in brake line. Divectional signal switch, lever
on gteering column below steering wheel.
Mk _Auto=Lite
Type Electrlc
3'“'”"" Yacuum booster :
L provislon - None
Washer provision - Nona
Typs Vibrator, Sea Shell
Homn Number vsed Twe

Amp draw {each)

12 A,

(a) Automatic rear door switches and toggle switch at left "B" post conbrol dome light.
(b) & (¢) Special Club Coupe and Convertible Coupe.
# With both doors closed map lamps operate independent of quarter panel lamps.
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MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1655

MODEL §-22 s-21

ELECTRICAL—LAMP BULBS

Qive guaniity visd and rede numbar, e.g., Headlamp 2-4030,
Indlcate acceasseries which are net standard oquipment by sn usterisk fellowing the numbers.

Headlamp 2-24422
Headlomp beam Indlcator 1-55
Parking light. 2=-1154
Tail light 2=115)
Stop light 2=1150L
Front 21150

Direction indicotor Rear : 2.115%h

_ Tell-Tale 155
License plate light ) 2-—63
Instrument light . 2-55
Ignition lock light . 1-51
Map light 1-88
Dome light 1-210
Clock light 1.55 *
Radio dial light 1-55
Glove compartment light 1—55
Courtesy light ’ 2*-1130%
Trunk compartment light l«-87

" Qther
Speedometer . 2406
Baclk=Up Lamp 2~1129
Under~Hood

ELECTRICAL—FUSE & CIRCUIT BREAKER DATA

Use rade numhber of fuse, e.g., SFE-10. 1 te clrevlt break y suffixed by letters "C 3", a.g., 30 C.B. Whare fuse er circolt breaker pratecis multiple ﬂmllh Indleate fivat
use by « loter and rlml the same Istter lur all unts proh:hd by the same !ulo or clreult brenker, o.9., P!rl:lny light: SFE-10 (u), Direction Indicetor: same o3 {a).
Headlamp 25 ¢, B, (a)

Headlamp beam indicater Same as (a)

Parking light Same as  {a)

Tail light 10 G, B. (b)

Stap light 10 C, B. (g)

Direction indicator - None

License plate light Same ag  (b)

Instrument light Same ‘as (b}

Ignition light Same as_(a)

Map light Same as (c)

Dome light Same as (g)

Clock SFE-3

Clock light - Same as (b)

Radio SFE-1l

Glove compartment light Same ag (c¢)

Courtesy light . Sane as (C)

Trunk compartment light Same as _ (e¢)

Other

Back-Up Lamp 10 G, B, (Same as Windshield Wiper)




AMA Consolidated Specification Questionnaire

MAKE OF CAR

DESOTO

MODIEL YEAR 1955

Page 12

MODEL

|| e

3«21

DRIVE UNITS—CLUTCH (PEDAL OPERATED)

Make

Borg and Beck

Type (dry or wet piate) Drvr

In combination with Auvid coupling {yes, no) No

Semi-zentrifugoal {yes, no) Yo

Type pressure plate springs Coil

Total plate pressure {Ib.) 1639 | 1384
No. of clutch driven discs One

Materiol

Inside diometer

Molded, Wovgn. Agbestos

Qutside diameter 10
Total off. area (sq. in.) 1.00,5
Thickness .125
MNumber required Two
E hion-
Cluich ,:: ::;h“:,?' e Springs, Flabt, Crimped
facing Type Ball
Relecse Method of
bearing lubrication Sealad
Method
(springs,
Torslonal Coll S rings
damping other) ¥
Fri¢t. mat. -
DRIVE UNITS—TRANSMISSIONS
Conventional (std. or opt.) Standard
Conventional with overdrive (std. or opt.) Optional

Automatlc (sid. or opt.)

Optional « PowerFlite

DRIVE UNITS—CONVENTIONAL TRANSMISSION

Number of forward speeds Three
In first 2 -57
In second 1,83

Trc‘tinsmisslon In third 1.00

ratios In fourth el
In reverse 3 -14.8

Constant mesh gears in 2nd (yes, no) Yes

Spur gear used in ’

{indicate speeds) None

Helical geors vied in

{indicate spaeds) All Speeds

Synchronous mashing in 2nd cond Yos

3rd gears [yes, no)
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~ MAKE OF CAR DESOTO

MODEL YEAR

1955

Page 13

MODEL i

5-22

=21

DRIVE UNI'I'S——CONVENTIONAI. TRANSMISSION {cont.)

.| Capadity (pt.) 2-3/L
Type recommended Engine 0il
Lubricant SAE vis- ‘Summer 10
’ cosity Winter 1OW
number Extreme cold 10W

DRIVE UNITS—CONVENTIONAI. 'I'RANSMISSION WITH OVERDRIVE

For transmission data see conventional transmission section -

Type (planetary or

other) Flanetary - -
If planetary, No. of pinions Thraa
Manual lockout {yes, no) Yes
Downshift accelerator contral lyes, no) Yos
.| Minimum cut-in s_paed 28
‘ . Gear ratio 0.7
. Overdrive Coposity ;
{(O.D. only) GTS P'b .
Separate fliter (yes, no) No
Lubri- - '
cant LTYPe recommended Engine 01l
o SAE vis- | Summer - 100
cosity Winter LOW
number - Ex$, cold 100
DRIVE UNITS—AUTOMATIC TRANSMlSSlON '
Trade name PoyerFlite

Type (fluid coupling with
gears, torque convertor
with gears, other)

Torque Converter with Ge'ars'

Manual selector positions, left
to right (show symbols and
define, e.g., N- Neutrq]}

ro zZ3

I

Reverse
Neutral
Drive
Low

List gear rafios in edch drive
positien {range)

-

R = - ROVEISe csvsesens 2-39
N = Neutral Taevatens

D = Drive essassensne La 72 a-nd L.00

-

L - ; LOW couun---clbogc l 72

Shifting within drive position ran_ge‘,b)‘r, accelerator

control and speed limiting governor {yes, no} No .l
By governor—forced shift (yes, no) Yas
Downshift of gears in high range .
possible up to {mph} 55
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MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1955
" - §-22- §-21
MODEL l
DRIVE UNITS—AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION (cont.)
Number of slements Three
Max. ratio ot stall Stalled Ratio - 2 6
at anglne rpm X *
Provided [yas, no} No
Torque Mechan- | Speed range Py
convertor feal Releoses ot (spesd i
lockup range, mph)
Type of cooling {forced alr, oil
cooler and type, other) Forced A?'r
Anti-creep device {yes, no) o
Capacity—refill (pt.) 22
Type recommended Automatle Transmission Fluld, Type AT
Lubricant Summer -——
Grade Wintet -
Extreme cold ' -
DRIVE UNITS—PROPELLER SHAFT
Number used One
Type {exposed, torque ube) Exposed
C jonal 4 :
Sctar onventional trans. 3.5 x 60 x .065 3.5 x 59.’4-1 X .065
diameter x R
length* x | Cverdrive trans. 3.5 x 60 x .065 3.5 x .59.41 x ,065
wall
thickness Automatic trans, 3,0 x 60 x .065 3.0 x 59.41 x .065
Type (plain, l
IM.J; ; anti-friction) e
mediate
. Lubri. (fitting,
bearing m——— -
Maoke
N/A
Number used Two
Type {ball and trunnion, '
Universal cross, other) Cross
joints
Type (plain,
Boars onti-friction} , Anti-Friction
earing
Lubric. (Atting, .
prepac Prepack
Drive taken through (torque tube
or arms, spring) Rear Springs
Torque taken through (torque tube Rear Springs
or arms, springs)

*Conterline to centerline of jolnis or centerline of rear attachment polnt.
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MAKE OF CAR DESQTO MODEL YEAR 1955
‘ " 5-21
MODEL b-de
DRIVE UNITS—REAR AXLE
Type {semi-floating, other} Seni~Floating
Gear type {hypoid, other) Hypoid
z Conventional trans. 3.9 (39‘10) 3.73 (l.ll"ll)
G t
u:;;;: o Overdrive trans, }.1-3 (1-13""10) h'l (hl"'lO)
of teeth yw o
utomatic trans, 3,73 (’.l.l-ll) 3.54h (39-11)
Pinlon adjustment {shim, other) Solid Shim )
Pinlon bearing adj. [shim, other) Shims Solild Shims
Capacity (pt.) 3.25 345
_ Type recommended Mulbi=Purpose Bypoid Gear Tubricant
Lubricant SAE vis- Summar SAE 90 ) :
cosity Winter SARE 90
number Extreme cold SAE 80
DRIVE UNITS—WHEELS
Type (disc, other} Disc
Rim {size ond flange type) 15 x 5.5 K
Type {bolt or stud) - ) Balt
AHachment Circle diameter ! h.. 5

Number and size

DRIVE UNITS—TIRES

5. 1/0 - 20 hn Wat Tnd

L0 x 15 = Iy (Tubelesé)

Size ond Standard 7
ply rating Optlonal 7,60 x 15 = 6
Rav/mils at 30 mph 122
Inftation Front 211.
prass. {cold) Rear gh
BRAKES—SERVICE
L Hydraulic, Internal Expanding Drum
Booster type Available at Exbtra Cost
Effective area {sq. in.) 201
Percent brake affectiveaness—roor 1_.[0
Diameter il 12
Prum Rear 12

Type and materic!

Cag _lron
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MAKE OF CAR DESQTO MODEL YEAR 1957
5-22 S-21
MODEL
BRAKES—SERVICE (cont.)
Bonded or riveted Bonded
Material Molded Asbestos
. Front
Size 12.5T x 2 x .20
Pri- {length x wheel ‘
mary width x Rear
thickness) | wheel 12.57T x 2 x .20
:;?:' Segments par shoe ‘ One
¢ Material Molded Asbestos
. Front
Size 12, .20
Second- {length wianl ATRBE 2
ary width x Rear
thickness) | wheel 12,57 x 2 x .20
Segments per shoe One
Wheesl cy'- Front l N 12
inder bore Rear 1.12
Mastor cylinder bore 1
Avaflabie pedal travel T
Line pressure ot 100 Ib. pedal load 918

Shoe clearance adjustment

v ,006, Heel & Toe

BRAKES—PARKING

Type of control

Mechanical, T-Handle, Multiple Pawl Ratchet

Location of control

Left of Steering Column

Operatas on

Rear of Tranemisslon

. Type linternal or axternal) External (a)
If sepa | 27

rate from Drum diameter 6 (a.)
service Lining size {length x ‘ )
brakes width x thickness) 15.38 x 2 x .16 (&)

FRAME

Type and description

Welded, Double-Channel, Box Section
Side Raills, Lateral Cross Members

FRONT SUSPENSION

Type and description

Independent, Lateral Control,
With Coil Springs

(2) When equipped with PowerFlite, an internal type parking brake is used

with a 7" diameter drum; lining sizes

13.06 x 2 x .16
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MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR 1955
S5-22 ‘ 5-21
MODEL
FRONT SUSPENSION (cont.)

Type Coll

Material Amols, Steel (a)

Size {length x width x
Spring No, laaves or coil L.D.} 4 1.D.

Spring rate (b, per in.} L80

Rate ot wheel (Ib. per in.} N/A

Normal load (b, @ rated length) Right 2190 at 11"

Left 2285 at 11"

Manufacturer Own
Shock Type (direct or lever) Direct
absorbers -

Piston diometer 1

Type {link, linkless, Y Apkiens
Stabllizer | frameless)

Material Amola

STEERING
Type used [Standard Mechanicol Standard
or opHonal) Power Optional
Whesl diamater . 16
Quiside Wall to wall (r. & 1) Lot y"
Turning front Curb fo curb {r. & 1) b3t g"
diameter | Inside Wall to wall Ir. & 1] 257 g¥
rear Curb to curb {r. & 1) oGt 8Y

Inside wheel angle with outside wheel ot 20°

T¥pe Worm and Three-Tocth Roller
Make Gemmeyr
Mechanlcal Geor Gy Goar 50. 1
aties Overall N/A
No. wheel turns 5.5
Type Integral - "Coaxial'
Maoke Chrysler
Trade nome Full-Time Power Steering
Trpe Rack and Sector end Recirculating Ball Nut
P?wer Gear — P 6.3
i Overall N/A
Pump driven by Gienerator
Ovarall torque ratio N/A
Number wheel turns 3.5
Tap Center, Equal Length Tie Rods
Location (front or rear Rear
Linkage of wheels)
Drag link {irans, or fong) Longltudinal
Tle rods [one or two) ; Two

(a) Temporary Substitution:

Chromium-Carbon Steel
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MAKE OF CAR »_DESQTO MODEL YEAR 1955
il S~2l
MODEL il :
STEERING (cont.)
Inclination at camber (deg.) S.SU at 0%
Diameter .795
Kingpin Upper Straight Roller
?f‘"i;‘g’ Lower Lead Bronze
i Thrust ~ Ball
_ Caster (deg.) 2° 1o O° -2~ Preferred with Manual Steering
Wheel - ©U's 0% preferred with Power Steering (a)
alignment Camber (deg.) -
lrange and | e 1/4° £ 3/8° "(b)
preferred)

Tos-in (outside tread-

inches) 0 to 1/16, O Preferred
Stearing knuckle type Reverse Flliott
. Diameter }::::ing 1.25
spindle bearing :15
Thraad size 3/)_], - 16 Am Nat Thd
Beating type Tapered Roller

'‘REAR SUSPENSION

Type

Parallel, Longitudinal Leaf

Drive and forq. taken through {see page 14)

Rear Springs

| Type Semi-Elliptic
Material Steel
Size {length x wid
No. l{envgs o: cail ‘Ith) 55 oL 2,5 x b 55 x 2.5 X 5
Spring rate (Ib. per In.) 93 90
Rate at wheel {Ib. per In.) /A
Normat load (Ib. at rated
Spring length) 8ho
Mountlng insulation type Rubber Bushing
No. of leaves i 5
Covers (yes, no} No
::uf Lubricated (yes, no) No
namis Type and size 2.5 x 3-5
Materlal Wax Tmpregnated Fabric
Shackle {comp. or tens.) Compression
Manufacturer Own
Shock Type {direct or levar) Direct
i?sorban Piston diameter 1
R Type (link, linkless, fromaless}) None
Maoterial ——
Track bar type Nona

(2) Within these limits, it is recommended that the left side caster be between

0° and 3/4° more negative than the right side caster,

(b} Preferred Setting:

Left Side, +1/2°

Right Side, 0°
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Rev, B-53

MAKE OF CAR DESOTO MODEL YEAR __ 1955

BODY—GENERAL DEFINITIONS

NOTE: Included in the dimension definitions listed on this and the following pages are those which have bean proposed for ndoption by the SAE,
These are indicated by a number following the type of dimension, e.g,, L 3. Additional dimensions have been added by the AMA Specifications Body
Sub-Committee for inclusion in the Questionnaire. Thesa ore shown by an additional letter, e.g., HA, The dimensions are developad from the following
basic points:

1. Front and rear seat "A" points are taken 5" forward of vertical tangent to ssat back 15" from center of body.
2. Front sect is in the rear position, %

3, loaded position—35 passengers, front 300 |b,, rear 450 |b,, Includes spare wheel, tire and tools, and full complement of gos, oll, water, ste.
and tires to recommended pressure, sic,

4, C. L. lcenterline).
5. D. L O. {daylight opening, exposed gluss dimension).

6. Ramp breakaver angle {page 20-A) is the supp!emenf of the included romp angle (180° minus the included rdmp angle) over which a car
can pass without hanging up.

MODEL _ §-22 S-21

BODY—TRUNK OPENING DIMENSIONS

b /\&/
I 7 Ty
O TG 1 /O
: = B >
U /

TA—Width across the lop 60.3

TB—Width across the bottom 55.0

TC—Diagonal dimension at CL : 32 5 '
from top of opening to bottom "

TD—VYertical height of opening (fioor 22 .0

to top, Inslde edge of opening)

TE-Max, horizontal depth (forward
from vertical projection of Inside 5]_._. 0
edge of opening)

Position of spore lire stowage : Right Hand Side - Tnelined

f holding lid
Method of holding lid open L .
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MAKE OF CAR DESQTO MODEL YEAR 1955

MODEL et ' -
BODY—HEIGHT DIMENSIONS—INTERIOR

L TOP OF GARPET___\

[aT 18" LINE)

H1. Front headroom—from "A"
pt. to headlining ot 8° back of ;
vertical on 15” line. {For "A" 35-0
pt. see note 1, poge 19)

H2. Reuar headroom—from "A"
ph. 1o headiining ot 8° back of 3l 5
verticalon 15” line, .

H3. Front seat height to floor

carpet on 15" line (front edge
of cushion), 13.3
HB8. Rear seat height to ficor
carpet on 15" line [front edge
of cushlon). 13'5

H11., Entrance—front—cushion
“A" point to bottom windeord 29.3
vartical,

H12. Entrance—rear—top of
cushlon to bottom windeord 2743
verticol at C/L of rear door,

H13, Steering wheel clearance :
to seot cushion tcken on ore, 5 o,-l-

HA. Front seat vertical rize at .
“A" pt, {inches.) 1.1
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MAKE OF CAR DESOTC - MODEL YEAR 1955

5-22 8-21

MODEL
BODY—HEIGHT DIMENSIONS—EXTERIOR

H- 101
HE UNLOADED
|04
-
8 - INCLUDED RAMP ANGLE
HO~RAMP BREAKOVER ANGLE
(SUPPLEMENT OF INGLUDED RAMP ANSLE)
H101. Ovarall height. 60,6
HB. Overall helght—unloaded, ' 62,7
H102. Front bumper botlom to
ground .t normal section, 12.8
H104. Reor bumpar buitom to
ground ot normal saction. 1.4
H106. Angle of appreach—from &
the tire relling radius Yo lowest , 21
point on front bumper or guard.
H107. Angle of depariure—from o
the tire rolling rodius to low- ip
est point on rear bumper or guord.
HC. Romp breokover angle,* T
H117,  Windshield DLO-slant height, 16.5
HI21. Baocklight DLO¥—Max.,
slant height. 117. 6
~H122. Windshield slopa ongle to j_|_70
vertieal line on cor axis,
H1324. Backlight slope angle to 51_0
vartical line on car axis,
M128, Ground to boltom of 17.
front bumper guard. 7.5
M129. Ground to bottom of rear 12.7
bumper guord,
HD. Min. road clearance (loca- 6.3" at Fr Side Member 6.2" at Frame Side Member
tlon and dimension), . Rl * ;
HE. Min. rocd clesarance ot reor
axle. 8 . h‘ 8 » 2

“See Noles, page 19,
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1955

Page 21

MODEL
BODY-—LENGTH DIMENSIONS

S5=-22

S--ff_:’l

LIOB

(

L104

Lios

L3. Reor compartment bock of front
seat back to rear seat back.

3h

L4. Leg room—front—diagonal—
ball of foot to top of seat to front seat
back—15" line,

L6

LS. Lleg room—rear—diagonol—
from ball of foot to top of rear seat
cushion and to seot back.

Lih.8

Inte-
rlor L7. Steering wheel clsarance to
" seat back taken on arc. lh 6

L9. Front sect depth (front edge to 18.1
vert, tan. to seat back on 15” line), -
L16. Depth of rear seat 17 8
{front edge to seat back). ‘
L17. Total odjustment of 5 0
front seat at floor, *
L101. Whee! base. 126,0
L103. Overoll length {bumper 1o 217' 9
bumper inc. guards).

Exte- {104, Overhong—front including 36.6

rior bumper guards. *

L105. Overhang—rear including
bumper guards.

5543
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MODEL

5~22

§-21

BODY-WIDTH DIMENSIONS

/,
Sy

W3. Front shoulder room, a! garnish
moulding height or nearest interference
5" forward of seat back.

58.4

W4. Rear shoulder room, at garnish
moulding height or nearest interference
5" forward of seat back.

58.1

Inta-
rlor W5, Front hip room, at top of seot 5"
forward of vert. tan. to seat buck, 63-3
Wé. Rear hip room, at top of seat 5°
forward of vert, tan, to seat back, 61h0
W?7. Sleering wheel center
to cenler of hody. 15.1
W101. Front fread at
ground, 60.2
W102. Reor tread at 59.6
ground.,
W103. Max. overall width of car 78 3
Exte- Including bumpers or mouldings. *
“rior WA, Maox. overall width
of car with deors open, 153' 0
WI1ll. Windshield DLO,
max, width, 62.0
W114, Bock window DLO,
max, width, 60'5
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Rav. 8.53
MAKE OF CAR___ DESOTO MODEL YEAR , 1955
' S5=22 S5-21
MODEL ; :
BODY—MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION
Doors hinged Front ' Front
{front, reor} Rear Front
Type of finish (lacquar, enamel) Svynthetic Enamel
Hood opening (front, side; semi-full, full, hoif) - : Fronb, Full
Hood counterbalanced (yes, nol : Yes '
Heod release control [internal, external) . § Extearnal
Ven! window control method
(crank, friction, pivet). ) Pivot
Windshield {one piece, lwo plece; curved, flot) One Piece, Curved - Double Wrap-Around
Reor window type [one plece, two plece, thres
plece; curved, flat) _ One Plece, Curved
Windshield glass area ' 1091|_
Backlight glass area ’ . 1091
Total glass area 1398
——  ———— e asrarrd
BODY—TYPES AND STYLE NAMES
Body type, number of passengers, ond style G=0
names {use lefter code shown below foliowed Four-Door Sedan
by passenger copacity and style name
8.g., N-6 Ranchwagon) . J-6 J=6
: ' Special Coupa (5-22-1) Sportsman
: L=6 '
= Convertible Coupe
J=6 .
Sportsman (8-22-2)
P-6
Station Wagon

Sody type code
A—Coupe—2 door flatback l—Convertible—2 door
B—Coupe—2 door notchback M—Convertible—4 door
C—Sedan—2 door flotback N—Station wagon—2 door
D—Sedan—2 door nolchbock P—Station wagon—4 door
E—Sedan—4 door flatback {4 windows) Q~~Combined possenger and utility—2 door
F—Sedon—4 door Rathack (& windows) R—Combined passenger and uiility=—4 door
G—Sedan—4 door notchback {4 windows) $—Sadan delivery :
H—Sedan—d door notchback (6 windows) T—Llimousine

J-—Hardiop—-2 door
K—Hardiop—4 door
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