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Thunderbird instantly reveals its ancestry. The first

Bird prototype was based on a shortened standard Ford
chassis for exploratory purposes. This was a valid start, and
later versions never wandered very far from this concept.
For production and servicing ease, it made sense to build a
Bird out of the FoMoCo parts bins. Sense or not, this goes a
long way toward explaining the nature of Ford's “personal
car.”

The Bird is not truly a sports car; it's not meant to be. It
is a compromise resulting from sports car looks on a workday
chassis.. Ford's interpretation of the appeal of the sports car
puts emphasis on the exclusive feel of two seats in a big
automobile. They enhanced this in 1956 by hanging the
spare tire out back, and for 1957 the major change was the
grafting on of the long, canted tail plumage for the Bird.
The spare has been tucked back inside, and with it have gone
a lot of trunk access problems.

The additional rear overhang was handsomely handled,
and the bumper treatment is pleasantly clean. It all contains
a huge luggage compartment which is marred only by the
inward-angled spare tire. The fuel filler has been moved
from the center to the right side to exploit the new space
further.

A clever tie-in was achieved by curling the fender peaks
around the door handles, while the new front bumper-grille
has a commercially massive look. Otherwise the sheet-metal
is unchanged, but with the louvered wheel discs this is prob-

Thunderbird stuck well at 60 mph on test curve, although tire howl was plentiful. Understeer ably the jauntiest T-Bird yet. And we haven’t even men-
characteristic was pronounced, but otherwise steering was light and provided excellent road tioned the greatly expanded color range, which includes two
feel. BELOW: Removal of continental spare tire and addition of fender fins were major style exclusive Bird colors: light pink and metallic copper.

clanges from previous year. Both changes emphasize low, squat look of the Bird. If the hardtop portholes have started to pall, an unpunc-
tured version is optional equipment. Clamping for the hard-

top has been revised, and the convertible mechanism modi-

fied to make operation considerably easier. Two years’

experience has also led to heavier door hinges. Seats in the

old Thunderbird never won much praise, and without any

change in shape or bulk the new ones have been made much
\ more comfortable. Separate scctions for driver and passenger
are sprung to give much better adaptation to the spine and
deceptively good side support. Cushioning over the drive
shaft has been retained to make life easier for a third
passenger.

Two cars are represented in this report. One is a factory
engineering prototype, driven at Ford’s Detroit proving
grounds early in the model year as the basis for a driver’s
report that appeared in the January, 1957 Sports Cars Illus-
trated. While we were able to give it a good thrashing,
conditions and equipment for a full road test were not
available at that time. A second car was made available a
few months later by Signal Motors, of Rockville Centre,
N. Y, for the actual testing. We will identify the cars as the
“factory car” and the “road test car.”

Interior adjustability has always been a good Bird feature,
and the factory car had the adjustable steering wheel and
four-way power seat. It didn’t have the new Dial-O-Matic
seat control which is, nevertheless, worth mentioning. This
is controlled from the dash by two concentric numbered
knobs: one for horizontal and one for vertical positioning.

When the ignition is turned off the seat automatically
moves as far back and down as it can go. Turning on the
ignition causes the seat to move forward and up to the exact
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the manually-operated seat. The T-Bird is easy to get in and
out of in any case, except for those in the six-foot-three
range, where a special set of gymnastics is required to avoid
clunking a knee into the steering wheel.
Power assists are again optio 3t /i 'S : . ;
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Car leans badly going into a fast turn, although it feels fairly flat

to driver. With more than four turns lock to lock, on tight bends car
becomes quite a handful. Power assist is excellent on the T’Bird.

Angle of spare tire keeps trunk
deck low, but cuts space available
for luggage storage.

Squat 4-barrel carb sits on mani-
ifold of 245 bhp mill in cramped
under-hood compartment.

Instrument to right of steering
column was used to check brake
performance during road test.

ment lights are completely shielded by a wide, deep cowl.
The dials themselves are handsomely round and fully visible
with the wheel in straight-ahead position. In a turn, the horn
ring suddenly confuses things. The sweep-second clock and
the 5000 rpm tachometer are welcome, but the latter is
hidden away on the lower left and could easily be relocated
upward.

Another clever trick for an open car is incorporated in the
radio control. Its volume is sensitive to car speed — allowing
a louder setting for wind noise which diminished in the quiet
of city traffic (No annoying blasting at traffic lights). The
right-hand side of the dash is basically unchanged, retaining
its pint-sized glove compartment.

The driving position is generally good, and the big, dished
steering wheel is nicely angled. There’s just enough leg room
and plenty of width, but with both standard and power
brakes there’s a big level difference between accelerator and
brake which can cause some discomfort. Although the rear
view mirror forms a forward blind spot, vision all around
is adequate.

Thunderbird development engineers are primarily inter-
ested in improving the ride of their “light” car, and to this
end they were glad to move the pendulum weight of the
spare tire back inboard. This has reduced pitching, and small
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bumps are well damped out. With the improvement in
seating, the Bird’s space and comfort factors rate high.

A big change, and one which we were curious about, is the
adoption of 14-inch tires and safety rim wheels. Unfor-
tunately, these were carrying only standard pressure as we
wheeled one Bird over the serpentine Ford handling course.
The factory engineer was remarking on the superior hand-
ling of the car — we could just hear him above the anguished
howling from the tires.

To be fair, the T-Bird didn’t stick too badly, and the
previously skittish rear end didn’t act up at all. Understeer
was there in big quantities; the wheel having to be wound
well over to hold the car on line. Front/rear stability is
somewhat better than before, but at the recommended pres-
sures the overall traction is not outstanding and the car is
somewhat of a handful. Power steering was welcome for all
that twirling, and the Ford system is a good compromise
between road feel and minimum effort. There are still well
over four turns to be made, though, and once the car is lost
the only way out is an ejection seat.

We didn’t pound the brakes too hard on the factory test
car, with its standard brakes, but did notice that the power
boost would be a worthwhile accessory. Pedal pressure was
definitely high for the resulting stopping power. On the road

.

Driving position is generally good, and bench-type
seat gives fair lateral support. Low steering wheel
makes entry awkward for a long-legged driver.

test car, the power assist made smooth, quick stops possible
with minimum pedal pressure and no sudden grabbing.
Brake drum diameters for 57 remained at 11 inches, but a
lining area increase is claimed as a result of widening the
front secondary shoes. This seems to have stabilized the
action of the self-energizing mechanism; a valuable step in
reducing fade.

Unfortunately, fade is still present. After the sixth stop in
our brake fade test, stopping power began to drop off rapidly,
and considerable stench of burning linings permeated the
car. At the end of the test, in which the car is given 10
successive stops from 60 mph, just short of locking the
wheels, we let the brakes cool off for one minute, then tried
them again. They had regained all their former vitality.

Basic engine options start with a 292 cubic inch V-8 for
the standard shift version. This carries a 9.1 to one compres-
sion ratio and babbit mains and with a two-barrel carburetor
delivers 212 bhp at 4500 rpm. If overdrive or Fordomatic is
ordered, 312 cubic inches are supplied. This engine puts out
245 horses at 4500 rpm on a 9.7 to vne compression ratio,
and copper-lead bearings are used. Holley produced a new
low silhouette four-barrel carb for these cars which is
exceedingly open and compact and challenges the fuel-injec-
tion boys for lowness. It houses the very thin replaceable-

(Continued on page 131)
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THUNDERBIRD

PERFORMANCE

TOP SPEED:

Two-way average ...........
Fastest one-way run ........

ACCELERATION
From Zero to
30 mph .
40 mph .
50 mph .
60 mph .......
Standing Y4 mile ............
Speed at end of quarter ......

SPEED RANGE IN GEARS
Low I ..... s e R el

Hard driving ........

....111.1 mph (top up)
....112.5 mph (top up)

(top up)
Seconds

....0-45 (4000 rpm)

+.+.0-Top

PSR {2 :
Average driving (under 60 mph)..17.9 mpg

BRAKING EFFICIENCY

POWER UNIT

Valve ‘arrangement . ... ...

Bore & Stroke (Engl. & Met.)
Bore/Stroke ratio ...........
Displacement (Engl. & Met.)
Compression Ratio s

Carburetion by ...
Max. bhp @ rpm .
Max, torque @ rpm .

....55 (right rear wheel locking)
S5 42 (heavy smell)

Lo ue

+++. V8

... Pushrod-operated ohv.

++.3.80 x 3.44 ins. 96.5 x 87.3 mm,
«++.0.9 to one

. 312 cu. ins. 5100 ce.

.9.7 to one

. Single four-throat Holley
.245 @ 4500

...332 @ 3200

Idiespeed o e iass s oene 500 rpm
DRIVE TRAIN
Transmission ratios
(atto) Low. I tooosiiieh oavas ++2.,40 to one
Low II .. vees.1.47 to one
1§ 1 WEERL G O s 1.00 to one
Final drive ratio (test car) ...... 3.10 to one

Other available final drive ratios. . 3.56, 3.70 to one

CHASSIS:

Wheelbase ..........
Front Tread .....

EEread vici i 37

Suspension, front .
Suspension, rear
Shock absorbers
Steering type

Steering wheel tu
Turning diameter ...

Brake type ....... =4 s

Brake lining area .....

TIre Blie o, S CRi s i

GENERAL:

0 R R
Weight, test car

Fuel capacity — U.S. gallons ...

+++.102 ins.
.56

Semi-elliptic leaf sp
n i pre? '

.. 20
RATING FACTORS: -
Bhp per ew. Il 5ol aian St v 78
Bhp per sq. in. piston area ...... 2.6
Torque (lb-ft) per cu.in. ........ 1.06
Pounds per bhp — test car .......13.5
Piston spudg 60 mph .........1192 fpm
Piston speed @ max, bhp ........ 2580 fpm
Brake lining area per ton
(toat ear)i v i E s +... 109 sq. ins.

Bl Dot wishhea: 2ol gt
... Ball joint wi ne, coil spring.
rings
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Thunderbird

(Continued from bage 15)
paper element air filter; one wingnut takes
all this apart.

Our factory hack and the road test Bird
both had the standard Fordomatic combi-
nation with the now-familiar floor control
quadrant. Properly used, of course, this can
hold the gearbox in each of its three for-
ward speeds as long as desired. To review
briefly, low is held by leaving the shift
lever in ““L” position. The shift to second
is made by moving the lever to “D”, and
that gear can be held by returning again
to “L”. Finally, high is rcached by going
up to “D” again.

Sports Cars Illustrated's test procedure FREE with your subscription to The Autocar.
is to click the watch as the throttle is
punched, which accurately reproduces real
operating conditions. This properly penal-
izes the more sloppy automatics, and in

Start with the three huge Motor Show issues.

this case the time from zero to 30 was a Visjt the 1957 London Motor Show . . . for

mediocre 4.9 seconds on the engineering only $10! Through the pages of The AUTOCAR

prototype, and a better 4.0 seconds on the —the world’s leading automotive weekly—

road test car. Using more extreme methods you can, for three successive weeks, cross the

our 1956 test produced a figure of 3.3 Atlantic and spend as long as you wish explor-

seconds, which the newer car, being all of ing the new ’58 models, opening doors, and

five pounds lighter, should be able to peering under hoods. Totalling NEARLY 1,000 Road Tests of 1957 Cars ” with over 30 Road

duplicate. PAGES, the THREE greatly enlarged London  Tests of the world’s leading cars. Clip this
With the lever set in “D"”, allowing the Show Numbers, in October, completely des-  order blank now . . . take out a year-long policy

box to shift for itself, we moved on up to cribe and picture the vast International Motor  that promises you at least 52 evenings when

50 in 9.3 seconds and to 60 in 12.7 in the Exhibition at Earls Court, London. Far from  you’ll enjoy the latest in automotive news,

engincering car. By holding the box in low the jostling crowds you will enjoy detailed, ‘‘ know-how” and pictures . . . brightly-

and intermediate ranges as described above, stand-by-stand descriptions of NEXT YEAR’s  written factual reports covering the latest

we ran the road test Bird up to 50 in .8-2 cARs, profusely illustrated with brilliant  international sporting events. The AUTOCAR

seconds, and to 60 in 11.2 secon.(ls. With photographs and clear technical drawings. frequently scoops the world—features startling

real .clutchcs, the Ford test drivers are Why not subscribe to The AUTOCAR now?  *“ exploded ” drawings of the newest designs.

running much closer to 10 seconds to 60. Your subscription will start with these giant  Clip and mail the coupon TODAY to make
Our test car had a little better than 1957 London Show issues AND we will send sure of your copies of these grand London

4000 miles on the odometer, and was deliv-
ered to us in what can best be described as
“standard tune.” With it we turned the
standing quarter mile in 17 seconds flat,
and averaged 111.1 on the top speed runs. What you will read in these superb London Motor Show issues
The best one way run was 112.5 mph. Ford
engineers estimate a reasonable 116 mph
top speed for the Bird, and with fine tun-

you a FREE copy of the $2.00 ““ The Autocar ~ Show Numbers and the book of Road Tests!

The LONDON 8HOW GUIDE 11 OCT. The LONDON SHOW REPORT 18 OCT. The LONDON SHOW REVIEW 25 OCT

. o N o e Illustrated, introductory details of The biggest issue — covers the A  shrewd summing-up of the

lf]g' our car might have approached that outstanding exhibits in the auto- whole exhibition . . . a stand-by- whole 1957 London gMop;m' Show.

hglu‘e. At 112 mph the convertible top was mol:'»ilc, accessory and component stand commentary by experts who A discussion of trends in design and

lighl]\' drnmming the top of our heads. A sections . . . a t_abu.lfned Buyers’ know just the sort pf thing_ you performan:e c..a unique glimpse
2 ] . Guide with specifications, to the want to read . . . detailed specifica- into the motoring future.

driver under 6 feet tall would not be faced 1958 cars. tions of every model on view.

with that annoyance.

Throughout the acceleration and speed mz
runs, the V-8 spun with a competent whir I
and dug in nicely as it picked up .revs. A READ . & car EVERY WEEK
Ivn()dl‘!‘lle(l mamfl(]).ld and bigger m'ta‘ke valves These special issues will also contain many of the regular features that have made The AUTOCAR
contribute to this, as does a new camshaft, the most widely-read automotive weekly in the world. Don’t delay. Make sure of your copies by

but idling remains dead smooth at 600 acting at once. Send off the order form below . . . TODAY!
rpm. The exhaust note is clean and not

too blatty.

o ol F/LL OUT AND MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY

;‘i‘i‘;‘ -‘."l‘l']c“‘["enl'i‘:“da C"':‘l’i]""e,'?:“"wl:e"‘“l' I To: Robert Bentley, Inc., 8 Ellery Street, Cambridge 38, Massachusetts I
xle with straddle-mounted pinion. For .
has kept an open ear to customer wants'in I IYES: IEs};ould like21 tcsf read The AuTocarR—starting with 3 London Motor Show I
this very specialized line and its product ssues. Enter my order or: 87 SCI DR
should ﬁ()\\}') be well in tune with dimand. I [J 1 year (52 issues) $10.00 [] 3 years (156 issues) $20.00 l
Sales so far seem to be a function of [] Enclosedis $........... iss ] I will pay on receipt of your invoice.
production, anyway, the target for this year l Please send my free copy of *“ The Autocar Road Tests, 1957 ”’ on completion of payment. I
is 20,000 units and over. As a comfortable, NAME o0 o s o ausmmrassisrorsnen s o o 2 o6 @b @RRIERG0E &8 85§86 WEimO - e winaie s B4 8
rakish, exclusive road machine, the T-Bird I (PLEASE PRINT) I
is a nice package, and it's farther from I ADDRESS .. vt vvviveennnnsnnsnasnnensnnensns o e sioimcesepnidiRhEd & § 4 § l
Sebring than ever. CITY s « o eioimaininninianaaiis oo o ZONBiwwwisesssessossns . STATE. . ...covevnnes
—Karl L“d”’.gﬂ'" & Tom I’”“”"'I",\' | P —————— e e s ol
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