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1AKE OF CAR: TORD

MODEL NAME SYMBOL

“COMPANY: "FORD DIVISION

FORD MOTOR COMPANY

MODEL YEAR: 1955

[ DATE OCTOBER 19, 1954

THUNDERBIRD-SOFT TOP LOA
THUNDERBIRD-HARD TOP 40B

REVISED NOVEMBER 30, 195k
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NOTES: 1. The specifications sei forth herein are those in effect ot the date of compilation end are subject 1o change without naotice.

2. All specifications are standard for the models under which they are listed unleas otherwise indicated.
3. Ali dimensions are nominal engineering dimansions unlass otharwise indlc
4

+ Unless otherwise indicated, specifications apply fo/ﬁ/c//qussanger ldp{q{Ap(d’qA/q! ;q}q(,é/AZ

GENERAL SPECIF!CATIONS

Model — THUNDERBIRD 40A 40B
‘Wheslbase 102
v "
Tread ;lo:: 52:1 '
Maximum Length (L-1 03} 175.3"
Overall Width (W-103) 70.3"
Dimensions Height (H-101) (TOP-UP) 59 L 52.2
Staering ratio—overall 20,1 7o 1
Turning diameter {curb o curb}) 36 0
Shipping welght* 2685
Transmission— Conventional STANDARD
{Specify standard, Overdrive OPTIONAL
oplional, not avail,) Automalic OPTIONAL
Conventional 3.73
Axle ratio Overdrive 3.92 STANDARD
Automatic '3.31 STANDARD
Tirs size ~ 6.70 X 15 4 PLY WSW TUBELESS
Typs v
Mo, of cylinders 8
Valve arrongement OVERHEAD
. Bore and stroke 3 -75 X 3 30
Engine Platon displacsment, cu, in. 292
Standard compression ratio 8.2T0 1
Maximum bhp at engine rpm 193 @ 4400
Maximum torque al rpm 280 %600

*Standard car weighl, not including gos and water.

REVISED NOVEMBER 30, 1954 -
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MAKE OF CAR_ FORD MODEL YEAR 1955 REVISED NQVEMBER 30, 195k
MmopgL  THUNDERBIRD " LoA 40B
ENGINE—GENERAL
fyra Y, In-line, other _ v b
Angle of ¥ 90
No. of eylinders 8
Valve arrangement . OVERHEAD
Bore and stroke 3.7500-3.7524 X 3.30
Piston displacemaent, cu. in, 292
Numbsering systam L Bank 5-6-7-8
(front to rear] R. Bank 1-2-3-4
Firing order ' 1-5-4-8-6-3-7-2
Comprassion ratlo giandatel Head 8.1701
Optional Head 8570 1
] Hesad Standard CAST IRON
e CYlindars Material Optlonal CAST IRON
’ Slinvnu-Wet, dry, other, none NONE
Humber of ' Front 2
mounting polnts Rear 1
Taxable {Dia.? x Mo. Cyl)
haorsepower 2.5 h5.0
Standard head : lgﬁhhoo
Advertized Opticnal head 198k 100
max, broke - el
| ';‘:’:::;"_’" {Octone | Standard Head REGULAR
" RPM* and
method) Optional Head PREMIUM
Max, torque Standard head e E . . 283@26{)0
{tb. fi. @ RPM) Optional head *% 28662500
Recommended idle speed (neutral) k75 - 8500 RPM - ALL TRANSMISS;ONS
ENGINE—PISTONS
Material . ' ATUMINUM ALLOY
Deascription and finish . AUTOTHERMICJ CLOSED TYP Ei CAM
GROUND, FLATHEAD, TIN PLATED
Weight {piston only) oz, 8 cRADES 19.36-19.48
Top lond ; .0023 - .0028
Clearance Skirt Top L0010 - ,0024
Bottom .0006 - .0012
Meo. 1 ring .2085 - .2135
Ri‘l;g grsove Mo. 2 ring -2085 ~ 2135
dapth No. 3 ring 2055 - ,210%
No. 4 rinp I‘IM

*Corracted as defined by SAE Engine Test Code, with the following standard powar consuming accessories:

*®ITH FORDOMATIC
REVISED NOVEMBER 30, 19%5L
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AKE OF CAR FORD MODEL YEAR 1955
MODEL____ THUNDEREIRD Loa 40B
ENGINE~—RINGS
5 No. ] oil or comp. TAPER FACE
Type (top No. 2 gil or camp, TAPER _FACE. .
to bottom) Mo. 3 oil or comp. THREE L'IECE.SECMENTED EXPANDER. . .
Na. 4 ail or comp. NONE
No, rings above pision pin 3
Matericl CAST TRON
Coating UFPER ~ CHROME PLATE
Eoiprasiion LOWER - PHOSATE-COATED S
Width L7758 - 0780
Gap LO10 - 020
Moximum wall thickress 187
Materiol STERT.
Coating
oil CHROMEPTATED
Width 1860 - 1865
Gap 015 -~ 353
Maximum wall thickness 71
Location of expanders NONE
ENGINE—PISTON PINS
alerial ALLOY STHET., HEAT TREATED
.ngth 3.016 - 3,030
dameter L8120 = ,9123
-1 Locked in rod, in
’ piston, floating, etc. FULL FLOATTING
ype . In red or piston TN ROD
Buhien I tiad FRONZE
Jearance In_piston . SEIECTED FOR - Q001 ~ 0003
' In rod SELECTED FPOR .0001 - .G0Q3
irection offset in piston RIGHT
ENGINE-~-CONNECTING RODS
ateriol FORGED STEEL
'eight {0z.)

2,06 (IESS BRG..)

ngth [center 1o canter)

6,320 - 6.324

Material

COPPER_LEAD - STREEL -RACKED

Type (cast-in or removable)

REPLACEABLE TNSERTS

aring Effactive fength 711
Clearance SELECTED FOR. 0005, - 0027
End play 006 - .016 (Tyo Rons )
ENGINE—CRANKSHAFT
Herial ALLOY IRON
'e“'-_!gbf {lb.) 50,509
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MODEL YEAR 1955

Page 4

MODEL_ THUNDERBIRD

40B

ENGINE—CRANKSHAFT (cont.)

Yibration damper type

RIMBER-FLOATEDR

End thrusl taken by bearing (No.} 3
Crankshaft end play 002 - L 0NA
Material COPPER IEAT), STEEL._BACKED
Type (cost-in or removable) REPLACEARLE TNSERTS
Clearance SEIRECTED FOR . 0005 = . 0021
Ne. 1 2. 4080 - o LafR ¥ 708
ain Journal  |Ne-2 2.hof) - 0 LoBA ¥ 708
bearih dla, and | MNo. 3 a2 hoflh . o LoBB vy AAD
9 > =
bearing No. 4 2.4098L . 2 LoB8 x 728
sffeciive | No. § 2.40984 - 2 4088 X 728
langth No. 6 e
No. 7 o
Diraction offuet from cyl. bore s

connacting rod ¢rankpin
aurnal dicemster

ENGINE—CAMSHAFT
iqterial
i CAST ATIOY IRON
— :::;:I ETFEET.-BACKED BABBITT
Gsar or chain CHATN
Crankshaft gear or.
sprockat material STRRL .  HEAT-TREATED
—_ Camshaft geor or '
e sprocket material CAST TRON
Maoke ———
e Timing Nao. of linkys 56
e chain Width 1.00 (NOMTNAL)
Pitch I7H
ENGINE—VALVE SYSTEM
rdraulic lifters {yes, no} NO

ecial provisica for valve
tation (Intaks, exhoust)

YES. = INTAKE AND BYHALIST

cker rotio 1.43 0.3
wrating tappet
arance {indicats iricke 018 _HOT
tor cobd)

Exhaust O1L8 nom
ppot clearance Intake SER PAGE &
timing Exhaust SER _PAGE §

ing marks on fly-
pel, damper, other

VIBRATTON DAMPER PIULIEY
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MODEL YEAR 1955
MODEL THUNDERBIRD Loa LoB
ENGINE—~VALVE SYSTEM (cont.)
ke Opens {°BTC) 120 @ .16 CAM LIRT
. Closes {"ABC) gh @ 9 caM LIRPT
Timing Opens (°BBC) 58° @ 015 CAM LIFT
Exhoust I osas PATO) 8° @ 018 cAM LIET
Material CHROME. STEEL
Overall length 5.11
Actual overalf haod dia. 1.775.=1.785
Angle of seaf 1L5630' - 1450&5'
Saat insert material NQWE
Stem dlametsr 318 - 305
Stem to guide clearance SEIRCTED _FOR 001 = . QO7
Lift 350
Intake =
o Cuter Valve closed
spring {lb. @ in 54 - Hfﬂ# @ 1 .82
prass. and | Valve open
langth {ib, @ in.) 100 . ]14_()# @ 1.50
[— VYalve closed
spring {ib. @ ind NONE
press. and | Yalve open
length lib. @ In.) NONTE
Material CAST AUSTENTTIC STEEI
Overall length 5,04
Actyal overall head dia, 1505 - 1.515
Angle of seat 459301 - LROLF:
Saat insert material NONE
Stem diamster ' 23bos - L3415
- Stem to guide ciearance SEILECTED FOR. .02 - 003
Exhaust L * 36O
Ovuter Yalve clossd
spring lib, @ in.} 51|~, - 69—# @ 1.82
press. and | Valve open
length {lb, @ in.) 12k - 1k @ 1.80
[T Vaive closed "
spring {Ib. @ inJ NONE
prass. and | Vaive open
length {lo. @ in.) NONE
ENGINE~LUBRICATION SYSTEM
| Main bearings FRESSIRE
Typaof Connecting rods PRESSHIRE
lubrication Piston pins OIL_MIST
{splash, Camshaft bearings PRESS IRT
pressure, Tappels CRAVITY FROM DRATNBACK
) Timing gear or chain DIRECT DRAINBACK
Cylinder walls FRESSIRE STEEAM
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v, B.5§
ocToBEL 19, 1Ush BBV T2EL NQV SMILEN _su,'w'ﬂs
)F CAR FORD MODEL YEAR 1955
_ THUNDERBIRD 40A LOB
NGINE—LUBRICATION SYSTEM (cont.)
ype GEAR
pressure {tb. @ rpm}  [HOT) k5 - 50 @ 2000
@ gaga type
mechanical} ELBECTRIC
'oke (Roafing,
STATIONARY

pa (full Row,
)

FULL FLOW (REPLACEABLE CARTRIDGE)

f crankcase, less
(gqt.)

g

ecommended {SAE viscosity
ature ranga)

£32°F AND ABOVE - SAE 20 OR 2
£32°F TO -10°F - SAE 10 OR 1
BELOW - 10°F - SAE 5W

OW
oW

:ommended

A.P.I. TIPE ML FCR AVERAGE DRIVING

GINE—FUEL SYSTEM

AP T TYPE M5 FOR SEVERE IKIVING

vd | Standard head REGULAR
Optional head FREMIUM
Capacity {gah.) 17.5

F_iller Location

CENTER DECKIID

Type

LAMINATED PAPER

Lecation

BETWEEN FUEL PUMP AND CARBURETOR

Type {elac. or mach.]

MECHANICAL

Location

LOWER LEFT FRONT OF ENGINE

Pressure range

L -~ 5 P8I @ 900 RPM

Vacuum baaster (sid., optl, none) OPTIONAL
Make -
Model number -
Number used ONE

. Downdroft, side
Type inlet, other

DOWNDRAFT, TO INLET, CONCENTRIC
BOWI., ATR CLEANER FORMS ATR HORN

Singla or dual

, BARREL

Ininke maonifold heal contral
{manual, auto., nane)

AUTOMATIC
Automatic choke lype
lintegral, other] INTEGRAL i
Air tleaner |[Stondard O0IL RATE
fype QOptienal L
IINE—EXHAUST SYSTEM
ingle with cross-over, dual, other)
DUAT
tey,. flow, str, thru, sep.resonater)
REVERSE
. Branch
lig. S
Matn on
eter 1. 75"

OVEMBER 30, 1954
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MODEL YEAR 1955

Page 7

MODEL___ THUNDERBIRD

Lhoa

Lon

ENGINE—COOLING SYSTEM

Type (preswure systam,
atmospharic, other}

PRESSIRE. VENTED

Rodiator cap relief valve press,

13 PSI VENTED

Circulation Type (choke, bypass) CHOKE -~ PELIET-OPFRATED
“sthermostat Starts to opan at 157-162°F STD. (177 = 1 Ho0F 0pT \r
Type (centrifugal, other) CENTRIFUGAL _
Water Number of pumps ONE
pump Drive (V-balt, cther) SINGLE V-BELT
Bearing type DOUBLE_ROW, SEALED BALL, PRE-LUBRICATED

By-pass recirculotion type {internal, external}

FXTERNAL

Radiator cora type
{calivlar, tube and fin)

CORRUGATED FTN AND TURE

Cooling sys- | With heater (i) 21
tem capacily | Without hecter {gt.} 20
Wdter jackets full length of cylinder (yes, no} YES
Water cll around eylinder lyes, no} YES
Number and type
{moldad, siraight)
Lower ‘ ONE. MOULDED.
Inside diomater
and length 2.00 X 13.3 (DEVELQPED )
Number and type
N {molded, siraight)
Radiator s i . itraig ONE_MOULDED
_hose Inside diameter
and langth 1.75.X 19,8 (DEVELOPED )
| Mumbar and type
By- {moided, straight) ONE RUBBFR HOSE
pass Inside diamater
and length 578 - . eho x bk 25
Number used CONE
o]
Fan gn?lf;oflv th i £L
Drive Outids leng L
belns . ——
- Angle of V SAME AS FAN
ener- %
Outside length S
ator
Width e
Numbaer of blades
s and spacing 3 INEQUAL. SPACTNG
Fun Diometer 18.0
Ratio—fan to
crankshaft revolutions 9 T0. 1,
Beari_ng lype

POWER STEERING (OPT.) HYDRAULIC PUMP DRIVE BELT

ANGIE OF V
OUTSIDE LENGTH 38.50
WIDTH .50
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REV. 7-52
OCTOBER 18, 195k
. MAKE OF CAR FCORD MODEL YEAR 1955
. MODEL__ THUNDEREIRD 408 4OB
ELECTRICAL--SUPPLY SYSTEM
Make and Model 5 TA-LO6E55<A
"Volioge Kig. & Platei/geli/ T{HtaL 6513
SAE Designation & Amp Hr. Hig . QD'
Battery >
Location
REAR IEFT UNDER HOOD
Terminal grounded POSITIVE
Make FORD
';Genarator Model FRA-1000Q0-C ,
‘ Type SHUNT
Ratic—Gen, to Cr/s rev. 2 T0 1
Moke FORD
Model FAD-10505-A & C
Type VOLTAGE & CIREENT CONTROL
Closing vaollage
Cutout @ gensrator rpm 6.0 - 6.6 YOLTS @ BQUF
relay Reverse current
Reguiator 1o open .0 - 8.0 AMPS
Regu- Voltage 7.4 - 7.8 vours @ 80%
lated Current 38 = 42 AMPS
Min. Gen. rpm required 1900
Voltoge Temperature 7501? o B5OF‘
test con- Load 104
ditions Other 3000 GFEN RPM
ELECTRICAL-~-STARTING SYSTEM
Make - ]ﬁ'an
Modal FAC-11001-H
| Rotalion {drive
{ and vinw! pr‘na]{w—r‘qﬁ!
Engine cranking speed 110 70 130 RPM @ T0°F WITH SAE 30
Test conditions .
'_‘S::;:irnu 70°F AMBIENT SARE 430 0IL
Lock Amps T00 MAXTMOM
Il Yolts 3.5
Torque {Ib. 1.} 14 .25 MTNTMIIM.
Mo Amps 70 MAXTMIM.
lond Volts [}
tast RPAM (min.) 4000 -~ 6000
Swltch {solenold, manvatl) SALFNOTD
Starting
procadure
Motor .
cSatrol TUREN IGNITION KEY TQ RIGHT
BEYOND "ON" POSITION
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MAKE OF CAR FORD MODEL YEAR 1955
MODEL__ THIINNEREIRD : Loa LOR
ELECTRICAL—STARTING SYSTEM (cont.)
Engagament type BENDIY ¥OLO THRU
Pinion meshes {front, rear) REAR
::?::r MNumber Pinion (o]
of teeth | Fiywheal 146

Flywhesl tacth fuce width

ELECTRICAL—IGNITION SYSTEM

Maoke FORD
Cal Model . 8BA-12029
— Engine stopped 5
Engine idling 3
Make HOLLEY :
Maodet FEG-12127-A (STANDARD) FEA=12127 {R.P.0. TACH. DR.)
Centr. advance
Spak [t NONE
advance Ceantr. odvance
data {at | Mox. deg. @ rpm NONE
Distributor distri- Vacuum gdvance ‘ ]
butor start (in./z,éjA K2 59 @ 300 @ 2.0 IN H,0
shaft) v -
ac. adv. {max,
deg. @ in. AdJHAHO 16 1/2° @ 1500 @ 32.4 IN H,0
Breaker gap {in.) L1 - 016
Cam angle {deg.] 260 _ o 50
Breaker arm tension (oz.) 17 . 20 ]
C/S deg. @ rpm 60 BTDC
Mark lacation CRANKSHAFT PULLEY
Timing Cylinder numbering system L. BARK 5_6-7_8
see page 2) R, BANK 1.2-3-k%
Firing order {see page 2} 15486372
Make and model
Spark CHAMPION 870
pliig Thread (mm) 18 MM
Tightening torque [lb. ft.] 20 - 30 LB, BT,
Gap : L032" - 036"
Conductor type STRANDED COPPER
Cabla Insulation type NEOFRENE SHEATH
Spark plug protector NEQPRENE . CAP

ELECTRICAL—SUPPRESSION

Description
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MAKE OF CAR__ FORD MODEL YEAR 1955
MODEL__ THUNDERBIRD LOA LoB
ELECTRICAL—INSTRUMENTS AND SWITCHES
Spasd- Make KTHNG SEELEY
ometer Trip ocdometar {yes, no} NO
Chaorge indicator-—type LAMP
Temperoturas indicator—typs FLECTRTLC
Oll pressure indicator—typs 1.ANMP
Fus! Indicator—type ELECTRIC
Identify positions
::I::l:ri::n::;l‘o:h‘ T0 1LEFT-ACCESSORIES ON
CENTER-ACCESSORIES & ENGINE OFF
Ignition TG RIGHT-15T POSITION-ACCESSORIES & ENGINE ON
switch 2ND POSTTION-STARTER & ENGINE ON
Provision for llumination | 1 TAIPED WITH INST . PANEL LICHTS ON
Location TN TNST., PANFT.TO IERT - OF STEEREING COLUMN
Theft protection fype N
{dentify poshions
s N PUSH PULL SWITCH. PUSH CLEAR IN TO "OFF" FIRST "ON" POSITION
Main light- OPERATES PARK AND REAR LIGHTS. SECOND "ON" POSITION OPERATES
ing wwiich HEAD AND REAR LIGHTS, WHILE IN EITHER "ON" POSITION TURN KNOB
T0 CONTROL INST. PANEL LIGHTS.
Locatons and
iamps conirolied MAP LAMP SWITCH INTEGRAL WITH MAP LAMP ON INSTR. PANEL.
Othar light COURTESY LAMP SWITCHES IN DOOR PILLARS OFPERATE MAP LAMP,
ik : STOF LIGHT SWITCH IN BRAKE LINE ON TOP OF FRAME IN ENGINE
COMPARTMENT 1EFT STDE. ROAD LAMP SWITCH ON ERACKET UNDER
INSTR. PANEL CONTROLS ROAD AND REAR LAMPS.
l?ﬂﬂ"m ond de- FOUR WAY SEAT REGULATOR SWITCH IN LEFT DOOR TRIM MOULDING.
vices confrolied ELECTRIC WINDOW REGULATOR SWITCHES IN BOTH DOOR TRIM PANELS
Other AUTOMATIC TRANSMTSSION NEUTRAL SWITCH ON TRANSMISSION SHIFTER
switches TOWER OFENS STARTER CONTROL CIRCUIT. TURN SIGNAL SWITCH IV
 STEERING COLUMN HUB, HEATER BLOWER SWITCH ON INSTR, PANEL
BACK-UIP TAMP SWITCH ON TRANSMISSTON {NDER.FLOOR... .. . =
Make TRICO
Windshiold |22 LA
silgio Yoacuum boostar
pravision OPTIONAL VACUUM BOOSTER & FUEL PUMP
Washer pravision OPTIONAL
Type AIR-ELECTRIC
Homn Number used MATCHED PAIR
Amp draw leach] 170
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MALKE OF CAR. . FCORD MODEL YEAR 19585

MODEL_THINNERBIRD Loa LOR
ELECTRICAL—LAMP BULBS

Give quentity vsad and trads numhu g Hlndlump 24030,

indizate cccatsories which o not =i I by an asterish following the numbaers,
Headlamp 24030
Heodiomp baam indicator 151
Parking light 2-1154
Tail fight 221154
Stop light ; 2.1154

Front 2.7154L
Direction indicator Rear 2..11 "ZL

Tell-Taie 2-51" (IN INSTRUMENT CLUSTER)
License plate light 2-63
Instrument light L-55 (2) FOR SPERENOMETER & (2) FOR OTL. & GENERATCR. WARNTHNC. LTS
Ignition lock fignt 1-55
Mop light 181
Bronizdiginy :
Ciock light 1-55 & TACEOMETER 1-5%
Radio dial light ' 1-44
Glove compartment light 1-55
Courtesy light 1-81
Fnmlscewworimedini
Other R.H, ATR LIGHT [OR BLOWER SW. LIGHT AND HEATER CONTROL PANEL 1-55
WTCH LT, =55
L.H. ATR-LIGHT
CIGAR LIGHTER & W/S WIPER LIGHT 1-55
TRANS, SELECTOR D L ILIUMINATTON 1=-51

ELECTRICAL—FUSE & CIRCUIT BREAKER DATA

Use trade numbar af fuse, .., SFE-10. | te circull breaker by paclly sufllced by leban “CA", a.g., 30 C.B. Whers fure or clrcull brecker profects mulilple circuits Indicate Arst
use by a lstter ond repeat tha samas beiter lor all unils protecled by the same fuse of clicull breaker, v.6., I’crl:lng light: SFE-10 {a), Diraction Indicator: same as {a).
Heaadlomp 20 CB (B)
Headlamp beam indicator 20 cB {R)
Parking light 20 CB (A)
Tail light _‘ 20 cB (A)
Stop light 20 CB (A)
Direction indicator arE g9
License piate light 20 CB (A)
Instrument light 20 CB (A)
tanition light 20 CB (A}
Map light GFE. 9 (C\I
Doma light
Clock 20 CB (A)
Clock light 20 CB_{A)
Radio 1-SFR 14
Glove compartment light SFE G (C)
Courtesy light SFE S (C)
Trunk compartment light 20 CB (a)
Other
HEATER SEE 20 AMP
QVERDRTVE AGC 30
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Fage 12

MAKE OF CAR _ FORD MODEL YEAR 1955
MODEL THUNDERBIRD Loa LOR
© DRIVE UNITS—CLUYCH (PEDAL OPERATED)
Moke T.0N0
Type ldry or wet plate) nRY
In combination with Auld coupling {yes, no) NO)
Saml-cantrifugai [yss, no) vEa
Type pressure plute springs OO
Total plate pressure {ib.) 1395
Mo. of clutch driven discs ONE
Material WOVEN ASBESTOS
Inside diameter 7.0"
B Qutside diameter 11.06"
Total eff, area {sq. in.) 113,10
Thickness D,126"
Mumber required WO

Engagement cushion-

fco‘t::: ing method TORBEND. DISC WITH SPRING VIBRATTION DAMPENER
Type ) BALT, THRUST
Relanse Method of
bearing lubrication PREPACKED
Methed
Torsional (springs,
domplng | oher) SPRINGS
Frict, mal. m
DRIVE UNITS—TRANSMISSIONS
Conventional [s1d. or opt.} . STANDARD
Conventional with overdrive {std. or opt.) QPFIONAL
Automatic {std. or opt.} QFTTO ﬂ&
DRIVE UNITS—CONVENTIONAL TRANSMISSION
Numbar of forward speeds THRER
in first 2.32
’ ] In second 1 .)4-8
Transmission In third 1.00
raotios >
In fourth e
In revarse 2.82
Constant mesh gears in 2nd lyes, no) YES
Spur geoar used in
(indicate speeads} NONE
Helical gears used in
lindicate spesds) ATT,

Synchronous meshing in 2nd and

3rd gears {yes, no}
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MAKE OF CAR FORD MODEL YEAR 1955
MODEL__ THIMDERRBTRD LOoA
DRIVE UNITS—CONVENTIONAL TRANSMISSION (cont.)
Capacity {pt.) 3 .
Typs recommanded MILTI_ PFURPOSE
Lubricant SAE vis- Summer 80
cosity Winter Bo
number Extreme coid 75
DRIVE UNITS—CONVENTIONAL TRANSMISSION WITH OVERDRIVE
For ransmission data see conventioncal iransmission section
Type {planetary or
] PLANETARY.
If planetary, No. of pinlons 2
Manual lockout (yes, no} YES
Downshift accelsrator control {yes, no) YES
Minimum cut-in spead 28 MPH
G i
Overdrive T e Q.7
(O.D. only) 1.5 PINTS
Lubri- Separate Alter (yes, no) NG ]
cant Type recommendead MUITT TURPOSE
SAE vis- | Summer an
cosity Winter 8n
number Ext, cold 75
DRIVE UNITS—AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION
Trade name FTORDOMATTC
Type {Auid coupling with,
gaars, torqus converfor
ik geam atherd TORQUE CONVERTER WITH PLANETARY GEARS
Manual sefector positions, left
te right {show symbols and
define, &.g.,, N- Mautralj P R N IR LO

P

PARK  REVERSE

NEUTRAL DRIVE TOW

List gear ratios in each drive
position [range]}

DRIVE 1.47-1.00 PLUS TORQUE CONVERTER*

LOW 2.40
REVERSE 2.00

PLUS TORQUE CONVERTER
PLUS TORQUE CONVERTER

Shifting within driva: position range by accelarator
control and speed limiting governar {yes, no}

#2.%0-1.00 AT FULL THROTTLE THROUGH DETENT PLUS TORQUE

CONVERTER

YES

By governor—forced shift (yes, no)

YES

Downshift of gears in high range
possible up to (mph}

gs
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Page 14

L sLt,

MODEL THIMDERBIRD

LoR

DRIVE UNITS—AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION (cont.)

Number of elements

2

Manx. ralio ot stali
at engine rpm

2,1 To 1 @ 1550-1750

Provided {yes, no} HQ
Torque Mechan- Speed range - - -
converior ical Relsases at [speed
fockup range, mph) e e
Type of cooling (forced air, oil
cocler and type, other) FORCED ATR
Antl-creep devics (yas, no) NO
Capacity—refill (pt.) 20.5
Type recommended AUTOMATIC TBANSMISSION FLULD
Lubricant Summer TYPE A
Grade Wintet TYPE A
- | Extreme cold TNPE LA
DRIVE UNITS—PROPELLER SHAFT
MNumber used ONE
Type {exposed, torque tube) FAPOSED
Conventional trans.
Dutar 2.00 ¥ 26.98 X .083
| iu":;:fr: x Overdrive trans.
an x
il 2.00 X 26.98 X_.083
thickness Automatic trans.
2,00 X 26,98 ¥ ,083
i Type (plain,
nter- ti-friction)
meadiale :ﬂbl : ”{:]::n HONE
o wbri. {fitting,
T’el:‘ke.qung prepack) ——
Macke
MECHANTCS
Number used WO
Type (halt and trunnion,
Universal crass, other) CROSS-SLIP JOINT TN FRONT
joints SPLIT JOTHNT TN REAR
Type (plain,
anli-friction} ;
. _ NEFDLE ROLIER
o Bearing Lubric. (fitiing,
' prepack] FITTING

Drive token through {lorque tube

or arms, spring}

REAR . SPRTNGS

Torque taken through {lorque tube
or arms, springs)

REAR SPRINGS

*Centerline to centerdine of joinis or centerline of rear attachment point,



AMA Consolidated Specification Questionnaire Eg 33
- OCTOBER 18, 1954 REVISED NOVEMBER 30, 1054
MAKE OF car____ FORD MODEL YEAR__ 1957
MODEL THUNDERBIRD J LOA LR
DRIVE UNITS—REAR AXLE
Type (semi-fAoating, other} SEMI-FLOATING
Guear typa (hypoid, other) L IYPOID
Conventional trans.
Gear ratio Oveardriva Irans.
and Mo, 3 .92
of taeth e -
Automafic trans.
3.31
Pinion adjustment {shim, other) SHIMS — o
Pinlon bearing adj. (him, other) || SHIMS
Copacity {pt} L 3
Type recommended HYPOID OR MULTI PURPOSE EXTREME PRESSURE
ubricant SAE vis- Summer SAE 950
cosity Winter SAE 90
number Extreme cold SAE 80
DRIVE UNITS—WHEELS
ype (disc, other} E DISC
im (size ond Aange type) 15 X 5K
© | Type (bolt or stud} STUD
Hachmeni Circle diamater ll-‘é‘

Number and size

5 R.H. STUDS

DRIVE UNITS—TIRES

s aid Standard 6.70 XI5 T PLY WSW TUBELESS
y. rating Optional NONE
w/mile at 30 mph 753
1‘"5‘::, Front . 2k
ess. (cold) Rear ol

BRAKES—--SERVICE
pa

HYDRAULIC, INTERNAL EXPANDING, DUQ-SERVQ, SINGLE ANCHOR

astar type | NONE
active area {sq. in.) i ) 175.46
cent broke effecliveness—rear 384,

u Diameter Erant 1l
m Rear 11

Type and material

COMPOSTIE; FRESSED STEEL DISC AND CAST TRON DRUM

REVISED NOVEMBER 30, 1954
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AMA Consolidated Specification Questionnaire Page 16

OCTOBER 18, 1954

MODEL YEAR 1955

MAKE OF CAR FORD
MODEL __ THUNDERETRD LR
BRAKES—SERVICE {cont.)
Bondad or riveled RIVETET)

Matericl MOUTDED ASBESTOS
Siza Front
Pri- langth x | Whee! 10.62 X 1.75 X .187
mary width x Rear
thickness) | wheel 11,95 ¥ 1,75 X .187
::’k‘ Segmenis per shos ONE
i Material MOUIDED ASBESTOS
Size Front
Second- | {length | *hes! 11.93. ¥ 2,05 X 230
ary width x Rear
thickness) | wheael 11.93 ¥ 1.75 ¥ .1 P’T
Segments per shoe (ONE
Whee! cyl- ~ | Front 1.125
inder bare Rear 0.875
Master cylinder bore 1.00
Availoble pedal travel & 5
Lina pressurs at 100 ib. pedal load APEEROY IMATELY 700
Shoe clearance odjusiment L0110 .
BRAKES-—PARKING
Type of control T-HANDIE PULL-TWIST RELEASE
Location of contral UNDER INSTRUMENT PANEL-LERT SIDE
Operatas on ) "REAR BRAKES
O — Type {interna! or exlernal) —_——
rate from __D_rinl'diomcler i
service Lining size (length x
brakes width x thickness} _———
FRAME

Type and dsscription

X MEMBER, BOX SECTION SIDE RAILS
AND k CROSS MEMRERS

FRONT SUSPENSION

Ty pe and description

INDEPENDENT BALL JOINT COIL SPRING
SYSTEM INCORPORATING TWO UNEQUAL
LENGTH TRANSVERSE CONTROL ARMS




AMA Consolidated Specification Questionnaire
OCTOBER 18, 1954 REVISED NOVEMBER 30,

Page 17

1458

MAKE OF CAR FORD MODEL YEAR___ 1953
mope TEUNDERBIRD LOA LOB
FRONT SUSPENSION (cont.)
Type COIL
Material SAR 9260 OR 5160
Size (length x widih x
Spring Mo. laavas or coil 1.D.) 1k.99 X 4.03
Spring rate (Ib. per in.) 290#% 10
Raote at wheal {ib. per in.} 87
MNormal ioad (Ib. @ rated length)
1540+ 30
Manufacturer HOUDE
Shack Type (direct or lever) DIRECT
chaorbery Fislon digmeter 1.00
Type (link, linkiess,
Stabilizer | frameless) LINK-FRAME MOUNTED
Materiol 1065
‘STEERING
Type used (Standard | Mechanical STANDARD
or oplional) Power OPTIONAL
Wheei diometer "
Outside [Wall to wall {r. & L) 38,4
Turning front Curb 1o curh {r. & 1) 36.0
Hiameter Inside Wall to wall [r. & L] N.A.
: rear Curb to curb (r. & 1) 21.50
Inside whae!l angle with cutside wheel ab 20° o
25
Type
WORM AND TWO TOOTH ROLLER
; Make FORD
Mechanical Gear . Cacs 0.1 70 1
Rafios [ Gverall 50.1 T0 1
No. whasl! turns Fs j+
Type LINKAGE BOOSTER
Make BENDIX
Trade name MASTER GUIDE
Typa
Fower Gear SAME AS STANDARD
sl |Gear SAME AS STANDARD
) Overall SAME AS STANDARD
Pump driven by BELT TO CRANKSHAFT PULIEY
Overall torque ratio 25% STANDARD STEERING EFFORT
Number whesl turns 3 .5
Type
PARALLELOGRAM
= Location (front or rear
Linkage of wheels)

REAR OF WHEELS

Drag link (trans. or long)
Tie rods {ona or two)

TRANSVERSE TWO

REVISED NOVEMBER 30, 1954
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MAKE OF CAR FORD

QOCTOBER 18, 1954

MODEL YEAR 1055

MODEL . THUNDERBIRD

Loa hoR

STEERING (cont.)

inclination at comber (deg.)

-?Or{- o"_(CURB_WEIGHTY)

Diameter NO_KINGEIN
Kingpin . Upper NO KINGPIN
f:ﬂ“;‘ﬂ‘ Lower _NOQ_KINGPIN
LHS Thrust - BALYL, BEARING IN LW

Caster (deg.)

0% 30' TO#1° 30°

Wheal CASTER NOT TO VARY MORE THAN %O FROM ONE _SIDE.TO QTHER
alignment Camber {deg.) 0% 8 7o +1° 8¢
{range and CAMBER NOT TO VARY MORE 'I'HAN_I::‘O FROM ONE SIDE TQ OTHER
preferred) Toe-in (outside tread-

inches] 1/16 10 1/8
Stasring knuckie type BALL_JOINTS

Dicmeter Inner

bearing 1.2403 - 1.,2408

Wheel Outer
spindte bearing LTH93 - JThoR

Thread size f )

afy - 16

Bearing type

TAPRRED ROLLFR

REAR SUSPENSION

Trme LONGTTUDINAL LEAF
Drive and torq. taken through {see page 14) REAR SPRINGS
i Type SEMI -ELLYPTIIC
Materiol SAE 5147 OR 5160
Size {length x width x
Mo. leaves or coil 1.D.) W avyapny s
Spring rate (ib. per in.) 120 -
Rate at wheel {lb. per in.) a5
Normal load {lb. at rated
Spring langth} . 760
| Mounting Insulation type RUBBER BUSHED SHACKLES AND RUBBER PAD AT AXIE
Mo, of leaves 5
Covers {yes, no) NO
:fedf Lubricatad {yes, no) KO
igag AP e-and sk LEAF TTP INSERTS (ONE PIECE)
Material MOLDED TNPREGNATED FARRIC
Shackle {comp. or tens.} TENSTON
| Manufacturer HOUDE
:T:::bm T?pe (d{rect or lever) BIRECT
N Piston diametar 1.0
ST Type ('Iink, linkiess, frameless) _NONRE
Material

Track bar fype

_NOKE




AMA Consolidated Specification Questionnaire e

OCTOBER 18, 1954
IAKE OF CAR FORD MODEL YEAR 1955

BODY—GENERAL DEFINITIONS

NQTE: iIncluded in the dimension deflnitions listed on this and the foilowing pages are thois which have been proposed for adoption by tha SAE
These are indicated by o number following the type of dimension, e.g., L 3. Additional dimensions have besn added by the AMA Specifications Body
Sub-Committee for inclusion in the Questionngire. These are shown by an odditional lattar, e.g., HA. Tha dimansions ore developed from the following
basic pointy

1. Front and reor seal A" points are taken 5 forward of vertical langent 1o seat back VS/ from center of body.
2. Front seat is in the rear position. 14m

3. Loaded position—3 passengers, front 300 |k, reor 450 lb,, includes spare wheasl, tire and tools, and full compiamant of gas, oil, water, eic.
and tires fo recommended pressure, sic.

4. C. L. {centerlina}.
5. D. L. O, {daylight opening, exposad glasy dimension).

4. Ramp breckover angle {page 20-A) is the supplement of tha included ramp angle {180" minus the included ramp ongle) over which a car
can pass without hanging up.

MODEL

THINDERBTRD LOA LOB

BODY—TRUNK OPENING DIMENSIONS

TA--Width across the top ]
T8 —Width across tha bottom l[_qn:.;
TC—Diagonal dimension ot CL -
from lop of opening to bottom o7 Q
TD—Vertical height of cpaning {flcor ‘ )
lo 1op, inside edge of opening) 14 1
TE-Max. horizontal depth {forward
from vertical projection of inside
edge of opening] 2.8
o]

Positlon of spars tira slowage

RIGHT HAND STDE ON ANGLE
Method of holding lid opan

SPRING CENTER BALANCE




AMA Consolidated Specification Questionnaire Paga 20

Rev. B-53
) OCTORER 18, 1954
fAKE OF CAR FORD MODEL YEAR : 1955
MODIL___THINDERBIERD Lna LOR
BODY—HEIGHT DIMENSIONS—INTERIOR
T ey HEAOLINING
e LT 18" LnE] n/,. o sOOR
i ToP OF GARPET. __._)
(AT 1B LINEY
H1. Front headroom—ifrom “A"
pt. 1o headlining ot 8° back of
verilcal en 15 fine, {For "A"
pt. sea note 1, page 19}
33.6 33,2

HZ. Rear headroom—from "A"
ph ta headlining at 8° back of

varticalon 15" line. NONE

H3. Front sect height to Aoor
carpat on 15 line (front edge
of cushlon).

HB8. Rear ssat helght to ficor
carpet on 15" Hine lfront edge
of cushion).

NONE

H11, Entrance—front—-cushion
“A" point to bottom windcord
vartical,

27.3

H12. Entrance—rear—top of
cushlon to boltem windcord

vertital at C/L of rear door, NONK

H13. Stesring whesl clearance
to seat cushlon taken on are.

5.6 WHREL TN NF{ITRAL POSTTTON.

s, HA.  Front seat vertical rire at
“A" pt. {inches.}

1.8




AMA Consolidated Specification Questionnaire iy
OCTOBER 18, 1954 REVISED NOVEMRER 30, 195k

MAKE OF CAR FORD MODEL YEAR___1955

MODEL _THUNDERBIRD 404 LOB
BODY—HEIGHT DIMENSIONS —EXTERIOR

H- 04
HB UNLOADED

-1D4

B - INCLUDED RAMP AMGLE
HC~AAMP BREAKOVER ANGLE
{SUPPLEMENT OF INGLUDED RAMP ANGLE)

H1G1. Overall heigh. LOADED TUP UF 58 .4 G
HB. Overall h.ighrﬂ\wﬂoﬂdod.TOP DOWN 50,2
H102. Front bumper botom io :
ground ot normal sechion, 11.9

H104. Roor bumper bottom lo
ground at normal section. 11.9

K106, &Angle of approach—from
the tire ralting radius to lowest
peoint on front bumper or guord. 23014-5'

H107, Angle of departure—irom
the tira rolling radius to low-

a5t point on rear bumpar or guard, ll;qg]_'
HC. Romp breakover angle.* 109571 4sM
H117,  Windshield DLO-slant helght. : 1f.d
H121. Bocklight DLO*—Max,
slant height. 13.0 12, k
H122. Windshield siope angle to
; . . Q
vartical line on car axis. 49
H124. Bocklight slopa angls to o
verticol line on car axis. k2 420

H128. Ground to bottom of
front bumper guard. i 11.9

K129, Ground to boltom of rear
bumper guard.

11.9
s 5.9
HE. Min. road cledrance at rear

axle. housing. 1.3

.. "See Nates, page 1.
‘REVISED NOVEMBER 30, 195k
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MAKE OF CAR._. FORD

OCTOBER 18, 1954

MODEL YEAR 1955

MODEL___ THUNDFEREIRD

koa

LOR

BODY-—LENGTH DIMENSIONS

C

L1o4

LiOB

L3. Rear compartment back of front
seat bock to rear seat back.

NONE

L4. Leg room-—front—diagonai—
ball of oc/)’ to top of seat to front seat

back 1,]% fine.
purdll

L, b 8" T0 HEEI, PQTNT

LS. Lag room—rear—diagonal—
fram ball of foot to top of rear seat
cushion and 1o seat back.

Inte- NONE
rier  L7. Steering wheel clearonce to
T SuTK ke Caore: 14 .8 WHEFEL IN. NEUTRAL POSTTION
L9. Front saat depth [front gdge 1o
verl, fun. to seat back on%\é;‘lina!. 18.3
L16. Depth of rear seat =
{front edge ta seat back). NONE
LY7.  Total adjustment of
- front seat at foar, L.o
L10). Wheel base. 1021
"L103. Overail length (bumper to
bumper inc. guards), _175.3
Exte- 1104, Overhang-—front including
riar: bumpar guards.

k108, Overhang—-rear including
bumpar guards,

27.6

45,7




AMA Consolidated Specification Questionnaire Page 22

OCTOEER 18, 1954

MAKE OF CAR FORD MODEL YEAR 1955
MODEL__ THUNDERBIRD Loa LoR
BODY—WIDTH DIMENSIONS

o]
L

SN S N

d
]

L

W3, Front shoulder room, at garnish
maulding height or nearest interference
5" forward of seat back.

533
W4,  Reor shoulder room, ot garnish
moulding height or nearest interfarence
o 5" forward of seat back. WONE
rior  W3. Front hip raom, at top of seal 5"
forward of vert. tan. to seal back. jB.B
Wé. Reor hip room, at top of seat 57
forward of vart. tan. to seat bock, NONE
W7. Steering whesl center
to center of body. 1.5
W101. Front iread ot
ground. 56,0
W102. Rear tread at
ground, 56.0
W103. Maox, overall width of car
Exte- including bumpers or mouldings. 70.3
rior WA, Max, overall width
of cor with doors opan. 148.9
WI1ll., Windshieid DLO,
max. width, 136 A
W14, Back window DLO,
max, width,

43,0

Lh.6
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Rev, B-33
OCTOBER 18, 195k
A1AKE OF CAR FORD MODEL YEAR 1955
MODEL THUNDERBIRD LOA LOB
BODY—MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION
Doors hinged Front FRONT
front, rear) Rear o
l'ype of finish (lacquer, enamei) ENAMET,
dood opaning (front, side; semi-full, full, half] REAR - REVERSE ALIIGATOR
4ood counterbalonced {yes, no) NO
160d relenss control linternal, external) INIEERNMJ
fent window contre| method

crank, friction, pivot).

Yindshisid (one piece, twa plece; curved, Aat]

QNFE PTECE CURVED

oar window type (one piece, two plece, three
iece; curvad, flat)

ONE PIRCE CTRVED

Yindshiaid glass area

Incklight glass area
‘otal glass area

".(')9"1' 20 SQ_. INCHES
500 7k 0. TNCHES

533.6 SQ. THCHES
OOR7 .06 80 . INCHRES

BODY--TYPES AND STYLE NAMES

2037..23.80 . INCHES

>dy type, number of passengers, and style
imes (use letter code shown below followed
¢ passenger capacity and atyle name

12 L-2

g+ N-6 Ranchwagon)

A—Coupe—2 door flatback
B—Coupe-—2 door nolchback
C-—Sedan—2 door fintback

....; . D—5adan—2 door notchback

T B—Sedan—4 door flatback {4 windows)
F~-Sedon—4 doar flatbock (6 windows)
G—>Sedan—4 door notchback (4 windows)
H—3edun—4 door notchback {6 windows)
J—Hardtop—2 door

K—Hardiop~—4 door

Body type code
L-—Converlible—2 door
M—=Convaerlible—4 door
N—>S8tation wagon—2 door
P—Stgtion wagon—4 door
Q—Combined passengsr and utility—2 door

R~—Combined possenger and utility—4 door
S~—Sedan dalivary

T—Limousine
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