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O THOSE ACCUSTOMED to the rar-

efied upper strata of fine auto-
motive machinery, economy some-
times is as important as it is to the
buyers of minimum transportation.
Witness the pride of big-car owners
in a fuel consumption advantage of a
few miles per gallon, which, though
worthwhile, can save them no more
than about $50 per year. Compared
with the normal first-year deprecia-
tion of a $6000 vehicle, this isn’t
much of a saving, but it is a matter
of pride and justification to the
owner.

On the other hand, consider the
more rational economics of an Olds-
mobile Holiday Sports Sedan: its
base price is a clear $1000 below
those of mechanically comparable
luxury cars, yet it offers an almost
identical automotive package. The
ride is exactly right for its market
a sweeping, silent float which, to-
gether with the complete subservi-
ence of the car to its power controls,
cffectively produces that sense of
aloof disassociation from road and
traffic required of this type of auto-
mobile. The appointments, too, are
correct, each supplying its “Some-
thing Extra” in the areas of comfort,
smoothness and appearance. In all,
the Holiday Sports Sedan is an ac-
curate embodiment of the luxury car
buyer’s desires and, barring prestige
fixations, should be a bargain in its
class.

Olds engineers have made some
cffort to combat the loss of road
sensation inherent in such silent
splendor (one of our irreverent test-
ers referred to the car as “a mobile
nirvana”). An optional Safety Sen-

tinel responds with a fearsome buzz
and warning light when a preset
speed is reached and the thermom-
eter-type specdometer changes the
color of its bar to warn of increasing
speed. Incidentaily, during our ac-
curacy checks we found that the
speedometer bar had its own built-
in safety feature—its end is cut off
diagonally and using the shoulder
of the diagonal, rather than the
point, allowed us to obtain accurate
readings.

Docking and coming about in a
craft of this tonnage and displace-
ment is inevitably somewhat taxing,
but the Saginaw-built power steer-
ing, with just 3.6 turns lock to lock,

plus a front and rear fender configu-
ration which gives the driver an
excellent sense of the car’s extremi-
ties, help considerably. Visibility is
very good, both front and rear, with
virtually no glass distortion evident.

The over-all length of this year’s
98 series has been increased by 2
in. to a grand total of 220 in., and
the strong horizontal styling lines
make its various models (there are
five) look even longer, No station
wagon is offered in the series (al-
though both the Dynamic 88 and
Super 88 lines offer a wagon), but
none is needed; there is room for
all in the trunk. The interior dimen-

sions of the trunk are staggering— P»
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it almost invites occupancy—and a
huge amount of luggage can be in-
stalled within its vaulted vastness.
This is truly a trunk among trunks
and the slow, majestic rising of its
great lid is, somehow, an event sym-
bolic of the entire car.

With all the above in mind, one
conclusion is inevitable: the Holi-
day Sports Sedan is no sports car,
despite current advertising. It is,
however, a sedan for “sports” and
is, perhaps, best suited to two pur-
poses—ego satisfaction and long-
distance touring. It is good for both,
though we have certain mild reserva-
tions about its touring ability.

True, the big 394-cu. in. engine
loafs along easily, even at well
above legal highway speeds; a very
minimum of effort is required at the
power controls; and comfort is on
every hand to aid long-term relaxa-
tion. However, those same ‘“‘soft”
shock absorbers which soak all the
bumps out of city streets also allow
an unsettling amount of sway and
roll on sharply curving roads. The
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noticeability of this can be blamed
to some extent on the very effective-
ness of the engine and brakes—one
simply isn’t aware of the car’s con-
siderable weight until side forces
come into play.

The designers of the instrument
panel apparently felt that Olds driv-
ers might experience some revulsion
at being kept too intimately ac-
quainted with their powerplants’
state of health. The only quantity in-
dicators are the fuel gauge and
speedometer—Ilittle red and green
lights report the functions of all the
rest; the engine must either be too
hot or too cold to be noticed (assum-
ing the lights are working), and the
generator and oil pressure either are
or aren’t.

The Hydra-Matic 3-speed trans-
mission (standard on the 98 series
and available at extra cost on the
88) is well known for its strength
and durability, but our particular
specimen apparently was out of ad-
justment. It was responsible for one
of the few jarring notes in the car:
an odd low-speed rumble. Also, we
were treated to some quite stimu-
lating automatic downshifts while

climbing steep grades, but these are
characteristic of the current Hydra-
Matic (as well as its 4-speed an-
cestor) and are not a matter for
adjustment. We did, however, enjoy
the lock-in ability of this transmis-
sion (L, Ist gear only; S, 1st and
2nd; D, all three ratios), and used it
to good advantage during a moun-
tain trip. Controlled deceleration
through the transmission and engine
is very comforting on a long grade
and, in a car of this weight, is an
important safety factor, through its
assistance to the overworked brak-
ing system.

Though the Holiday Sports Sedan
was never designed to be a sprint
car, it is intended to have a some-
what sporting air. Actually, it has
no difficulty in accelerating rapidly
enough to cope with difficult traffic
situations and has a top speed sport-
ing enough to make the sirens howl.
However, the joyful mechanical rap-
port between man and machine
treasured by the enthusiastic driver
is not easily achieved in the Olds
98, though we did manage a rather
sporty heel-and-toe between the
dimmer switch and the floor-mount-



ed radio station-seeker control.

Holiday passengers are surround-
ed by a host of diverting and useful
gadgets, all of which work—no
mean engineering achievement in it-
self. We laughed when we sat down
to play with the above-mentioned
floor-button radio station changer,
but soon were willing to admit its
very real value as a safety feature.
Another optional device, a pull han-
dle-inside the glove box for unlatch-
ing the trunk lid, also seemed a bit
effete at first, but proved a clear
gain over key-fumbling in the dark.
The heating system (standard equip-
ment) also is worthy of considerable
praise: it is quick and efficient,
bringing warmth within a minute or
two after a cold start and thereafter
maintaining exactly the temperature
selected.

The electric windows (also stand-
ard) are quick and quiet, but could
prove a mixed blessing to a family
with inquisitive children. Toward de-
termining whether unwary fingers
might not be endangered by the
windows’ very speed and silence, we
put some pretty impressive dents
into a pencil. A driver’s-side lock-
out, or possibly a soft rubber top
strip capable of absorbing fingers
would win parental approval of the
power window system.

Another opportunity for design
improvement lies in the location of
the wiper control, which is at the
extreme left side and lower edge of
the instrument panel. Wipers are
usually needed quickly and under
conditions of poor visibility, when
taking one’s eyes off the road can

have disastrous consequences.

There are few real innovations in
the 1962 Olds 98 line. The body de-
signers were generally content to
stand pat on the successful 1961
configuration, with a new roof styl-
ing and lower, flatter trunk lid as
their main offerings.
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The engineers were somewhat
more active at Olds, providing a new
combustion chamber design for the
394-cu. in. engine which, together
with general tuning improvements,
gives both additional horsepower
and torque (see “The High Cost of
Horsepower,” Car Life, January
1962). Throughout the *full-size”
series, tapered roller wheel bearings
replace the former ball bearings,
and the chassis, generator and dis-
tributor are designed to need no
further lubrication during the life of
the car (during “normal usage™).

All of which shows the Holiday
to be a finely engineered big car, in
which the driver and passengers are
cradled in roomy comfort. Olds is
to be congratulated for its ability
to create such a relatively inexpen-
sive luxury automobile. |
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