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housing and part-time jobs while in school
...plus free NATIONWIDE placement
service for our graduates,

IF YOU ARE LOOKING for an Automotive-
Diesel training that will enable you to
obtain the highest paying jobs in the field,
with rapid advancement, it will
pay you to write for the free
booklet. qwﬂ
No obligation .. .no salesman

will call. Futwe

Veteran Approved

DIESEL ang
FREE BOOKLET Auro
MECHAN s I'

1623 S. Grand, St. Lovis 4, Mo.

e
°

NEW PACKARD PRESENTS A DIFFERENT APPEARANCE THAN

PACKARD ROAD

TEST...

INCE the 1957 Packard Clipper was
first introduced a few months ago,
there has been much comment as to
whether or not it was wise to give a
Studebaker-based car such a label. Many
have wondered also just why it is being
produced; “what does it offer that you
can’t get in a Studebaker?” they ask.

A road test can’t answer the first ques-
tion satisfactorily, but it did supply
replies to the second.

But first of all, let’s understand that
current Clipper is not a high-luxury car
priced 'way up in the upper-medium price
class, as were its immediate forbears.

It is meant to compete with the De-
Sotos, Mercurys and Olds with a base
price of just over $3000.

Now, what do you get that you can’t
get in a Studebaker for less dough? First,
better performance than any Stude but
the Golden Hawk offers. And you get the
extra Hawk performance at the expense
of a comfortable rear seat.

Second, more luxurious interior trim
and distinctive exterior styling features.
True, the Clipper uses the same basic
body shell as Studebaker’s President
series cars, but this is common practice
in the industry. All cars in the medium-
priced class share shells with other makes
built by the same corporation.
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Third is the intangible prestige factor.
It can’t be measured, but goes like this:
When anyone thinks of Studebaker, they
inevitably think of cars in the low-priced
field. The fact that the new line carries
the Packard Clipper name immediately
identifies it as something of a bit more
value, a car with a higher price tag.

Do these factors warrant purchase of
a Clipper in preference to a Stude Presi-
dent? Depends on the individual, but
the reasons quoted are exactly the same
as those which influence most buyers to
go into the medium-priced field rather
than the low-priced.

How about the car itself? It definitely
is a good one. Its performance and fuel
economy are equal to most direct com-
petitors—and better than some. The same
is true of roadability and handling. Over-
all quality is outstanding. Ride and gen-
eral comfort is good, although it is this
department the Clipper might suffer
slightly by comparison with its com-
petition.

The necessarily fast re-styling job done
by Studebaker-Packard was done well,
in spite of the haste. The Clipperized
rear fenders and tail lights at rear and
the grille at front look good on the basic
Stude shell.

On the road, Clippers feel solid and

STUDEBAKER EVEN THOUGH MOST OF THE COMPONENTS ARE DUPLICATED.

controllable up to and over the 100 mph
mark. They lean on corners and steering
is too slow—but that’s true of practically
all current models. There isn’t a great
deal of sway and the tendency to wallow
through tight turns found in cars with
over-soft springing is absent. Ride is
comfortable, although a shade on the
firm side.

Interior appointments are in keeping
with the price tag. Seats are comfortable,
well-positioned. One point. however. that
may sound minor but will be important
to all smokers—except those who are
left-handed—concerns ash trays.

There aren’t any on the dash. Clipper
front seat occupants have to use ash trays
located in door-mounted arm rests. As
mentioned, this may be no problem for
left-handed drivers—but it’s rough for
right-handers. Could even be a safety
hazard under certain conditions, because
of the difficulty in locating and reaching
the trays while driving.

Acceleration isn’t blinding, but it’s
good. The 10.5 second average quoted
for 0-60 mph runs includes those made
using drive range only, plus some using
low to start and shifting manually to
drive range at 45 mph. Best times (around
10.2 seconds) can be obtained by shift-
ing to drive momentarily at about 45 and
then back into low. This holds the trans-
mission in intermediate and makes a big
difference in 0-75 runs.

Overdrive with the 4.27 axle—3.31 is
standard with Flightomatic—would bring
0-60 times well under nine seconds.

Top speed wasn’t checked, but 110
was seen on the unusually accurate
speedometer and the Clipper was still

MOTOR LIFE

MC CULLOCH supercharger on Studebaker V-8 engine gives the Packard 275 horsepower
with less total weight than that of last year’s Packard engine, which was heaviest on market.

@ Street

@® Town Zone State.

PACKARD CLIPPER TEST DATA

Test Car: 1957 Packard Clipper four-
door sedan

Basic Price: $3212

Engine: 289-cubic-inch ohv V8 with
supercharger

Compression ratio: 7.5-to-1

Horsepower: 275 (@ 4800 rpm

Torque: 333 @ 3200

Dimensions: Length 212 inches, width
77, height 60, tread 57 front and
56 rear, wheelbase 120.5

Curb Weight: 3825 Ibs.

Transmission: Flightomatic (Borg-
Warner) three-speed automatic

Acceleration: 0-30 mph 4 seconds, 0-45
mph in 6.9, 0-60 mph in 10.5

Gas Mileage: 14 mpg average

Speedometer Correction: Indicated 30,
45 and 60 mph are actual 29, 44
and 58

building up when it had to be backed
offl for a curve.

A word must be said about Studebaker-
Packard quality in general for 1957. The
company’s public comments about new
stress in this area isn’t just talk. It’s
really doing a job. All S-P cars checked
this year have been unusually good
quality-wise. Extra emphasis, of course,
is placed on Clippers.

Current Clippers have the tough job
of bearing the proud and old Packard
name. They definitely aren’t cut from the
traditional Packard cloth, but they have
nothing to be ashamed of. They’re sound
cars with qualities that should recommend
them to discerning buyers who want and

appreciate what they offer.

FIFTH F'HEEI, is used during road tests to assure accurate results. Factory “customizing”
job on Studebaker shell makes Packard standout from lower priced Studebaker sedans.
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VOLKSWAGEN OWNERS
. HANDBOOK

®

144 pages

over
150 illustrations

Here is @ brand new book every VW owner and
prospective owner will want. Written by Clymer
Publications’ Technical Editor, Hank Elfrink whe has
recently visited Europe and ottended the VW me-
chanics school, this book gives full details on
care and servicing of the VW, in nontechnical lan-
guage. A MUST for the YW owner and enthusiast.
Postpaid e e 52,00

OTHER CLYMER BOOKS

[11956 INDIANAPOLIS YEARBOOK
] FORD OWNER'S HANDBOOK.......
@CHEVROLET OWNER'S HANDBOOK.

PLYMOUTH OWNER'S HANDBOOK.
THE SPORTS CAR ENGINE....
[JTHE MODERMN CHASSIS. . ...
RACING WITH MERCEDES-BENZ. .
GERMAN RACING CARS & DRIVERS.
] SPEED—HOW TO OBTAIN IT... ..
[ 1 SPEED FROM THE SPORTS CAR.
| FORD SPEED MAMUAL....... ..
[J CHEVROLET SPEED MANUAL.............
[_|HOW TO HOP UP CHEVROLET & G.M.C.
[JHOW TO HOP UP FORD & MERCURY V-
_1SOUPING THE STOCK ENGINE.. ...
"] RACING SPORTS CARS AND HOT
"1 BICYCLE OWNER'S HANDBOOK. .....
] WORLD'S FAMOUS RACING AIRCRAFT
[]NATIONAL AIR RACE SKETCHBOOK...
"1 SCRAPBOOK MNO. B (OLD CARS). .
MODEL "“T'* FORD SCRAPBOOK.............
AROUND THE WORLD WITH MOTORCYCLE
& CAMERRA. . oimicussinmimiommsi s amaniio 2.50

CATALOG ON 100 AUTO BOOKS—FRE.E!
Floyd Clymer e mus

1268 South Alvarado, Los Angeles &, C~lif.
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