By HRM Technical Editor, Ray Brock

car market last year and sold a lot of

automobiles because of thai very fact
but a lot more sales were missed because
the '57 Pontiacs were not in the modern
groove when it came to styling. It takes
a little time to move from the sedate
family type sedan to a sport sedan though
and although the transformation was
started in '55 with a new V8 engine, the
really NEW DPontiac is just now ready
for the public to try on for size.

The ’58 Pontiac is new in frame, sus-
pension and body with the only major
engine change limited to an additional
23 cubic inches. GM’s 1958 “A” series
body, the same one used by Chevrolet,
has been stretched out to fit two wheel-
base lengths. The ‘“thrift” model is the
Chieftain on a 122-inch wheelbase, the
more expensive Super Chief and Star Chief
models have 124-inch wheelbases, while the
plush Bonneville models swing back to a

Pontiac had the hottest item in the stock
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122-inch wheelbase. A wide selection of
engines is available for these four models
with the weakest of the bunch, a 240
horsepower V8, standard equipment for
the Chieftain and Super Chief. The next-
in-line 255 horsepower V8 is standard for
the Star Chief and Bonreville. If you
don't feel that you’d be happy with the
horsepower offered as standard equipment
(and a large share of the buyers won’t
be), Pontiac just happens to have a few
other engines for you to choose from with
a 310 horsepower V8 on top of the list.
Pontiac had a good thing with their
347-inch V8 for ’57 and made only token
changes to meet the annual requirement
for additional horsepower as the new
models were introduced. Enlarging the
cylinder bore %-inch to 4.06 inches while
leaving the stroke at 3.56 inches raised
the displacement from 347 in ’s7 to 370
cubic inches for 's8. All engines, regardless
of horsepower ratings, use the same dis-

placenient with only compression differ-
ences, a different camshaft and types of
carburetion used for the variations.
The 240 hp V8 with 354 pounds/
feet of torque has 86 to 1 com-
pression ratio and a single two-barrel
carburetor. The 253 hp engine with 360
lbs/ft. of torque also has 8.6 to 1 com-
pression but uses a single four-barrel car-
buretor. A dished top piston is used in
both of these engines to get the lower
compression since they use the same cyl-
inder heads as the enginés with 10 to
1 compression. The head used for ro%
to 1 compression is the same casting
but has been milled an additional .o23
inch, In- order of horsepower rating,
the next engine has 1o to 1 c.r.,, 270 hp,

388 lbs/ft. of torque, a single two-barrel :

carburetor and uses the high lift cam.
When the engine just mentioned is
equipped with a single {our-barrel car-
buretor instead of the dual, the horse-
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Quad headlights, parking lights and a pair

has oil, gas, temperature and ammeter gauges in large
cluster at the right of steering column while other large instrument is speedometer.
Padded bar between two circles at right side of panel gives passenger an assist rail.

Instrument panel of Pontiac

of small bumper guards are tastefully placed on Bommeville. Grille is cast aluminum.

- ST RONG ANID
ST WY I. TS ENL

Pontiace packages proven power in a sleek,

low body with a new frame and suspension for ’58

power rating jumps to 283 hp with 393
Ibs/ft. of torque. The two remaining en-
gines have 10% to 1 compression and the
high lift cam with three two-barrel car-
buretors used for 300 hp and go0 lbs/ft.
of torque or fuel-injection used for 310
hp and 400 lbs/ft. of torque.

Quite a selection of power: 240, 253,
270, 285, 300 and 310. The big horse-
power optional engines are available in
all models, too.

As we mentioned earlier, engine changes
from 57 are few. The bore is Y%-inch
larger so new aluminum alloy slipper skirt
pistons are used and they are just slightly
over an ounce heavier than last years
buckets. Rods are the same, forged steel
and 6.625 inches between pin centers.
The crankshaft is new for ’'58 but only in
material. Pontiac used a cast pearlitic
malleable iron crankshaft part of ’56 and
in ’s57 and to our knowledge had no
failures due to this material but for some
reason they went back to the forged steel
crank that was used in the earlier Pon-
tiac V8’s. Journal diameters are the same
as for '57, 2.62 inches for mains and 2.25
inches for rod journals. A wider bearing
i3 used on the number four thrust main.

(Continued on following page)
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The ’58 Bonneville on the salt beds for which it is named. Small grille above rear window is blank but could be used as part of
the ventilation system in future models of the Bonneville. Pontiac's powerful V8 should make this car capable of very high speeds.

Heads for all "58 engines are the same.
A fully machined combustion chamber is
used to keep detonation problems at a
minimum and to control compression be-
tween cylinders. The exhaust ports have
been redesigned slightly to give better gas
flow but the valve sizes are the same as
those used in ’57. Intakes are 1.88 inches
in diameter with 30° seats and use dual
valve springs. Exhaust valves are 1.60
inches in diameter, have a 45° seat and
also use dual springs. The lower horse-
power engines with the milder of the
two camshafts yse outer springs with 6o
pounds seat pressure, 109 pounds open
and inners with 26 pounds seat pressure,
6o pounds open for both intake and ex-
haust valves, The high lift cam uses outer
springs with 62 pounds seat pressure, 131
pounds open and inners with 32 pounds
seat pressure, g6 pounds open.

Both of these camshafts are hydraulic
with no heavy duty mechanical lifter cams
offered as optional equipment. The mild
cam intake opens at 22° before TDC, closes
67° ABC. The exhaust opens 63° BBC
and closes 27° ATC. Intake duration is
269° and lift for both intake and exhaust
is .370 inch. Intake for the high lift cam
starts at 30° BTC, closes at 63° ABC.
The exhaust opens 77° BBC and closes
25° ATC. Duration is 273° and lift for
both intake and exhaust is .400 inch. The
lift stated is at the valve with 1.5:1 rocker
arms used.

Cast iron exhaust manifolds have been

enlarged slightly to give more cross-sec-
tional area and better flow for the burned
gases. The standard exbaust system is
single with a cross over pipe and a single
reverse-flow muffler. The optional dual ex-
haust system used with all of the higher
horsepower optional engines has a muffler
and a resonator on each side for a total of
four muffling units to keep the noise level
very low even under full throttle condi-
tions,

In the carburetion department, you can
take your choice of a single two-barrel,
a single four-barrel, three two-barrels or
fuel injection. The single two-barrel is a
Rochester carburetor with 1.688 inch
venturii, The four-barrel is made by Car-
ter and has 1.438 primary and 1.688 inch
secondary venturii. Pontiac’s Tri-Power
carburetion, three two-barrel Rochesters
with 1.438 inch venturii in all three car-
buretors, is operated by the same method
used in '57. The center carburetor is used
for normal driving with a vacuum switch
tripped at about 60° opening to activate
a vacuum diaphragm which throws both
end carburetors wide open for high power
demands, The remaining option in the fuel
department is a Rochester fuel injection
unit. This unit is basically the same as
Chevrolet’s Rochester injector with only
metering changes and different castings to
match the Pontiac engine. The fuel in-
jection unit is superior to carburetion in
smoothness of induction at low speeds,
but the cost of this unit (somewhere

around $500) will prevent it from becom-
ing a fast selling option. Our limited per-
sonal experience with GM’s injection has
not revealed any fantastic increase in fuel
economy and the extra 1o horse rating
over the Tri-Power (310 versus 3oc)
seems to indicate that carburetion is
almost on a par at higher engine speeds.

Two different models of Delco-Remy
distributors are used on the 58 engines.
The only points of difference in the two is
in the amount of centrifugal advance with
all other parts and specifications identical.
For engines with 8.6:1 compression, a
total of 30° crankshaft advance at 4600
rpm is used while the higher compression
engines have only 24° advance. Maxi-
mum vacuum advance for both engines is
15%° and recommended initial advance at
hot idle is 6° crankshaft timing. The tim-
ing marks are located on the front crank-
shaft pulley.

In the clutch and transmission depart-
ment, a few changes have been made for
's8, The Borg & Beck clutch has been
increased }4-inch in diameter from ’57 to
an 11-inch outside diameter and 7-inch
inside diameter. Spring pressure has béen
boosted from 1935 to 2030 and total
clutch lining area is 99.5 square inches.
Transmissions available for all Pontiacs
are the standard shift transmission with
no overdrive and the Strato-Flight Hydra-
Matic transmission. The standard trans-
mission is new for '58 but smaller in size
instead of larger as you might expect.
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Ratios are 2.21 in low, 1.32 in second,
direct in high and 2.51 in reverse. The
Hydra-Matic has ratios of 3.97 in first,
2.55 in second, 1.53 in third, direct in
fourth and 3.74 in reverse. Third gear for
passing can be used as high as 65 mph
by full throttle “kickdown” with an auto-
matic upshift into direct drive at 70 mph.
A “Park” position on the shift quadrant
locks the transmission to give a positive
braking device for hillside parking.

An X-shaped frame similar to that
introduced by Cadillac in 1937 and also
to the one being used by Chevrolet for
'38, 1s used on all 1938 Pontiacs. A nar-
row tubular shaped center section of the
frame joins together the boxed frame rails
which branch out to the front and rear
to support the engine, suspension and
body. A sturdy front crossmember sup-
ports the engine and front suspension parts
while a removable crossmember passes be-
neath the front of the transmission to
support the rear of the engine. An outrig-
ger crossmember ahead of the rear wheels
is used to anchor the front of the new
‘58 trailing arm suspension while another
short crossmember between the frame rails
and ahead of the rear axle supports the
“A" shaped control arm that is also part
of the rear suspension. A final light
channel crossmember is welded across the

All new [rame for '58 is X-shaped with a
tubular-like center section that absorbs
all twisting forces trunsmitted to it from
the boxed side frame rails. The suspension
is also new this year with coil springs on
all wheels that cin be replaced with Pon-
tiac’s new optional air spring suspension.

FEBRUARY 1958

back of the frame. This X-shaped frame
is designed so that the sturdy tubular
center section absorbs the twisting forces
transmitted to it from all of the four
ends of the X and is much sturdier than
previous parallel rail type frame with X-
member used by Pontiac.

Pontiac’s front suspension for ‘38 is
new in design but not in theory. Unequal
length stamped steel A-arms are used with
threaded bushings on their inner pivots
for wheel alignment. Ball joints are
used on the outer ends of the Pontiac A-
arms for the first time this vear to sup-
port the one piece spindle and spindle
support. Standard suspension for all 58
models is coil spring on all four wheels
with air suspension optional. The front
steel coils deflect one inch for 290 pounds
of load with 89.5 pounds required to raise
the wheel one inch. A link type front
stabilizing bar is used on all models with
a .750 inch diameter bar used on coil
spring models and a .812 inch bar used
on air spring cars.

The rear suspension is all new for 58
too, with steel coil springs replacing the
leaf springs and a unique arrangement of
control arms used to locate the rear axle.
A pair of stamped steel lower control
arms are bracketed to the outrigger cross-

( Continued on following page)

The Bonneville is very much at home over
all types o) roads and should manage snow
or mud covered country roads especially
well 1f equipped with limited slip rear axle.
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The new all coil spring suspension is very good on corners and makes the Pontiac handle well although there’s lots of body roll.

member ahead of the rear wheels through
rubber bushings. A spring pad on each
control arm just ahead of the rear axle
and another bracket welded to the frame
rails above this point are used to mount
the rear coil spring. The rear of the lower
control arms hook to brackets welded
near the outer ends of the axle housing
by means of rubber bushings, T'o control
side movement of the rear axle and trans-
mit braking and torque forces to the
frame. a horseshoe shaped stamped steel
control arm is hooked between frame
brackets ahead of the rear axle and a
single bracket welded on the center section
of the rear axle housing. All three con-
nections on the upper control arm are

rubber bushed to prevent road vibrations.
A link type stabilizing bar is used on the
rear of air spring models only.

The rear axle is the same as that used
in '57 except for suspension brackets and
is the semi-floating Hypoid type with re-
moveable third member. An option for all
Pontiac rear axle ratios in ‘58 is the
Safe-T-Track limited slip differential. This
item is a must for owners who constantly
face the threat of becoming mired in mud
or snow when one wheel loses traction.
The Safe-T-Track differential gives equal
driving force to each rear wheel on all
types of surface while still permitting
the normal differential action for tight
corners. Standard gear ratios are 3.23 for

Hydra-Matic and 3.42 for the standard
transmission. A 3.08 gear is optional for
the automaltic transmission and a 3.64 ra-
tio is optional for the standard transmis-
sion, Other ratios such as 3.90 and 4.10
are available but not factory installed.

Shock absorbers are tubular and made
by Delco. Both front and rear shocks are
listed as double acting but no ratio is
given. The fronl shocks mount inside the
front coil springs for standard suspension
and on brackets between frame and lower
control arm on air suspension models. Rear
shocks mount between the rear axle and
frame brackets.

The optional air suspension consists
of an air spring to replace each of the

Pontiac engines for ’58 have 370 cubic inches and are available
with from 240 to 310 horsepower. Battery has been located so
il is in cool air supply and not subjected to the engine heat.
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Tri-Power carburetion normally supplies engine through center
carburetor only, Mileage figures with triple setup were very good
with 15 mpg in city and mountains, 18 mpg at highway speeds.
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Also new for ’58 is ball joint suspension with one piece spin-
dle and support. Twelve-inch front brakes are so well pro-
tected within rg-inch wheels that they do not cool properly.

steel springs, a leveling valve hooked to
the rear axle near each rear wheel, a
single leveling valve to control air in the
front wheel air springs., a small air com-
pressor, a series of air lines and a reserve
air supply tank. As the name implies,
the leveling valves adjust the car to a pre-
set height regardless of load and accord-
ing to publicity, give a much softer ride.
A recent test ride over a specially pre-
pared rough road course in a standard
spring Pontiac and then in a Pontiac
with air suspension failed to impress us
much as to the superiority of the air sus-
pension. Both cars handled the bumps
very well and had we not been informed
before the ride as to which car had
the air suspension, we would have
probably missed had we been asked to
guess after riding in both. If we were to
make a choice, the extra cost of air sus-
pension would be all that we would need
to consider before taking the conventional
springs although the air does have definite
advantages if you carry heavy loads. The
air suspension does keep the car level and
the headlight beams on the road where
they belong instead of in the sky.

When we tested the '57 Pontiac for the
June 57 issue of HRM, we liked the car
very much and had only one real gripe,
the brakes. They were OK for city driving
or one fast stop from medium speeds but
completely inadequate for high speed driv-
ing. They faded after one hard stop and
pulled erratically to first one side. then
the other. Well, we are sorry to say that
there was no helpful change made in the
brakes for 's8. Wheel cylinders were en-
larged 46 inch both front and rear to
give slightly more pressure on the shoes
but this was effectively cancelled out by
the fact that line pressure was lowered
from 760 pounds Lo 620 pounds for each
100 pounds of pedal pressure so you just
have to stomp on the pedal harder to get
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the same mediocre results. Twelve inch
drums are used on the front wheels with
2% inch wide lining and 11 inch drums
are used on the rear with 1.75 inch
wide lining. This gives a total of 178
square inches of brake lining but the
drums, especially the 12 inch front drums,
are so well concealed by 14 inch wheels
and wide tires that absolutely no cool-
ing air can reach them. Vacuum boosled
power brakes are optional but won't solve
the problem of the missing brakes, they’ll
just help vou to press a little harder.
Pontiac’'s service department claims easy
break-in and proper anchor adjustment
will give better braking results.

Steering for the '58 Pontiac is excellent.
The Saginaw recirculating ball unit has a
ratio of 22:1 but is slowed down through
linkage to a final ratio of 27:1, slightly
slower than the 25:1 ratio in 's7. When
combined with the friction-free ball joints
used on the front spindles this vear. the
steering is very smooth and easy. On this
point, Pontiac has almost eliminated the
need for a profit making option because
the average driver should never need
power steering if he carries around 3o
pounds of pressure in the front tires.
Recommended pressure is from 20 to 22
but this is for the maximum of riding
comfort. Thirty to 36 pounds improve
steering and cornering but pick-up more
road vibrations,

The power steering is also made by
Saginaw and provides a power assist to the
driver. The gear ratio is 17.5:1 and a final
ratio of 22:1°is reached through the link-
age. Steering linkage is behind the front
wheels as it has been in previous years.
The number of turns of the wheel needed
to go from lock to lock with power steer-
ing are 4.25 while the standard steering
requires 5 turns.

The owners of the Suburban Pontiac
agency in Bellflower, California, have been

Stamped steel control arms and coil springs are standard on
’s8s. To install the optional air suspension, the steel coil
spring must be taken out and an air unit bolted in its place.

actively engaged in proving the preform-
ance of their product for the past couple
of years. They sponsored a ‘57 Pontiac
last season at Y4-mile drags that turned as
fast as 103 mph in the super stock class
and met stock specifications in several
protest teardowns. Suburban was very
enthusiastic when they received their first
supply of ';8's and offered us any cars
we might need when we informed them
we were planning a test. We borrowed two
different cars from them to get material
for this test and racked up enough miles
to get some pretty definite ideas about the
'58 Pontiac.

We needed several sessions behind the
wheel to really get the feel of the ;8
models. They didn’t feel anything like the
’s7 Pontiac to us and we truthfully didn’t
think we would like the '58 when we took
the first ride. The '58 Pontiac is not a
small car and doesn’t feel like one. The
biggest models are eighteen feet long and
the shorter wheelbase jobs are only four
or five inches less in overall length. The
first day we had the car, a strong desert
wind hit Southern California and we had
an excellent chance to test the car in
gusty crosswinds. These gusts reached
betler than fifty miles per hour at times
so maybe we were expecting too much
but a lot of correcting was required to
keep the car in a straight line. One of the
points that had impressed us about the
57 Pontiac was the stability in gusty
crosswinds when we Look it out on the
desert. The ';8 seems to have a rubbery
feeling in the rear suspension. probably
due to all the rubber bushings between the
frame and the suspension members.

Initial cornering attempts with factory
specified tire pressure of 20 pounds re-
sulted in a mushy feeling front end with
a fair amount of understeer, By increasing
the tire pressure in stages. we found that

( Continued on page 72)
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NEW 1958 CH E

Mfg. by ALM OND

EQUIPMENT
778 North Georgia Avenue, Azusa,

““BE A HEAP BIG WINNER IN A HEP LITTLE CHEROKEE"

Designed for those who accept nothing less than
the vitimate in styling and performance.

ROKEEL

@ Steel Channel Boxed Frame.

@® Adjustable Torsion Bar Suspension,

@ Adjustable Friction Type Shuck
Absorbers.

@ Throwle Pedal with Adjustable
Position.

@® 2 HP 7.4 Cubic Inch Continental
Engine.

® Lugineered to Meet Association
Specifications.

@ Quick Change Rear Driver Wheel.

@® Quick Removable Tail Section (for

gai or inspection).

® Two-Taone Paint with Deluxe Pin
Striping.

® Deluxe Custom Pleated Nangabyde
Upbholssery.

@® Designed with Dad in mind too! Up
to 6 Fr. 200 Lb. Adult.

@ Finance Plan Available.

@ Available in Kits.

® Weight—I160 Lbs.

@ Proven Manenverability with 42 inch
W heelbase.

® 549500 Complete Car, F.O.B. Azusa.
California with Full IGm{mWe:?.

AUTOMATIC

COMPANY
Calif. Ph. ED 4-5510—ED 4-6018

A MUST for competition

TRANSMISSION SPECIALIST

UNIVERSAL FLYWHEEL SHIELD

Made from 14" steel plate, arc-weided.

Also complete line of Racing Hydros & Stick Transmissions.
Write Dept. HR-1 for information. Prices F.O.B, Los Angeles.

use. N.H.R.A. Approved

Type A—Recommended for all competition
installations. Designed for big OLDS &
CADS whether ra:l, coupe, sedan, etc. Due
to the many different instaliat on combina-
tions, no mounting brackets included.
Will fit most all otner popular O.H.V. V-8
ONZINES. .eveuvrnn.. $34.95 Fed. Tax Incl.
Type B—For street and gas compelition
use, can be used with cars renning floor
boards (except Olds & Cads). Due to the
many different (nstallation combinations,
no mounting brackets included.

Top half only........ $19.95

Complete unit........ $24.95 Fed. Tax Incl.

355 E. Manchester Ave.
Los Angeles 3, Calif.

Va

Aluminum 0Qil

Flywheels
Manifolds
Ignitions

Pistons, 4 oz. wt,
uretor Stacks
Carburetor Brackets
Heads

Breather

Rod Dippers

Head Gaskets
Valves

[

IN STOCK
Carburetors

QUARTER MIDGET DIVISION Fuel Lines

T760A West California

MIDGET ENGINE ACCESSORIES!

COMING SOON—Heavy Duty Gear
Sump.

WE HAVE DESIGNED AND ARE MANUFACTURING

Exhaust Pipes & Flanges

Gas Tanks & Brackets

JACKSON ENGINEERING RESEARCH & DESIGN

Glendale 3, California

Cases—New Type Oiling System—

Batteries
Coils
Switches
Wiring
Cam Shafts
(Winfield)
Cranks

Sun Gears

IN OUR ENGINE BUILDING SECTION
Porting & Relieving

Valves, Guides & Springs

Boring

Balancing

Engines completely assembled and
run on test stand before delivery.

Cltrus 1-6928
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continved from page 21

the car was an entirely different machine
with 36 pounds of air in the tires both
front and rear. We found the Pontiac to
be a very forgiving car. It can be pushed
into a tight corner at exceptionally high
speeds and will respond to the driver’s
steering readily although there is plenty
of body lean involved. The car was next
to impossible to “drift” on mountain
curves. Attempts to “break loose™ the
rear wheels by “throwing”™ the car as we
entered the corners did not help either
because the rear wheels picked up traction
again as soon as the power was applied
and both front and rear wheels followed
the same groove through the corners. Ior
the general public, this is fine, but for a
race driver, a bit more oversteer would
be needed.

The rubbery feeling in the rear sus-
pension was unnoticed in the snukev
mountain curves and the car will get
through the mountains as fast as any
stock car on the road today with the
proper tire pressure. A bit more experi-
menting with tire pressure. stabilizing bars.
springs and shocks would make this car
a real threat in a Mexican road race.

When it comes to acceleration and top
speed, the 58 Pontiac will take care of
itself very well. The Bonneville coupe
which we borrowed from Suburban had
the 300 horsepower engine with triple
carburetion and a Hydra-Matic with a
3.23 rear axle ratio. The car averaged 7.6
secondy from o to a true 6o mph and
would turn the ¥4-mile in 16 seconds flat.
Speed at the end of the Yi-mile was 83
mph.  Acceleration would have been
slightly better had our test car been
equipped with the limited slip differential
because there was plenty of wheelspin even
though we ‘*‘feathered” the throttle on
takeofi. A stick shift Chieftain coupe with
the 3.42 rear axle and 300 hp engine was
also tried but was so slow getting started
with the high gears that we made no
timed acceleration checks.

We made no clocked high speed runs
but did ride around Firestone Tire Com-
pany’s new 7.7 mile test track in It
Stockton. Texas, at better than 120 mph
in a stock ‘58 four-door sedan with a
four-barrel carburetor. Firestone’s test
driver, Pat O'Conner. told us that the
same car had been timed at 128 mph with-
out being tuned. Our test Bonneville ran
the speedometer needle right out of sight
and kept accelerating the one time we
tried it for a short stretch out on the
Nevada desert. Even with the ten per
cent error of our speedometer considered.
the car easily exceeded 120 mph. We don't
recommend that you try a '38 Pontiac for
top speed though because most states
don't allow such speeds and unless vou
have plenty of stopping room. vou'll run
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out of brakes. The '58 Pontiac is too fast
for its brakes but, of course, this is the
sad story of nearly every car built in this
country today.

Road noise and shock are very low
when the tires are inflated Lo factory
specifications but both increase as the
tire pressure is increased, The driver has
to make the choice here. If the car is to
be used for high speed cross country
travel, raise the pressure and to heck with
the noise and vibrations. If the car spends
most of its time on the city streets, use
the lower pressure but raise it before any
long trips.

The 58 Pontiac is so sure in the cor-
ners that we discovered a flaw in the triple
carburetion that we didn’t notice in last
year’s car. The two end carburetors of
the Tri-Power setup are like the second-
ary barrels in a four-barrel carburetor with
the center carburetor taking the place
of the primary barrels. Under normal
operation, the center carburetor does all
the fuel metering but when the secondary
carburetors are called into operation by
the vacuum switch, they open instantly
and stay wide open until the vacuum
switch is closed at which time they close
instantly. This is fine for passing on a
straight road but when you try to
“feather” the throttle through a tight
corner, a bit too much throttle opens the
secondary carburetors and the instantane-
ous power surge can get you in trouble,
The same goes should all three carburetors
be open and two of them suddenly close,
the difference in power causes a sudden
slowdown. A better arrangement might
be to equip the end carburelors with idle
systems and power systems, then use a
mechanical progressive linkage that would
permit partial opening instead of the
open or shut arrangement now used.

To sum up the impressions of the '53
Pontiac, we would say that the styling
has improved, suspension has improved,
engine performance has improved and as
the weight of the car is increased, the
brakes are marching backwards. Perhaps
it appears that we are pouring it on Pon-
tiac a little hard especially since we've
stated many times in the past that nearly
all American cars are guilty of underbrak-
ing their cars. However, the full serious-
ness of outdated brakes really starts to
stand out when vou drive a car like the
Pontiac that goes so fast so quick. If
this keeps up, we are going to have to
borrow an idea from jet airplanes and
equip our sedans with drag parachutes in
the deck lid to haul the cars of the future
to a stop.

Next Month

Hot Rod Road Tests
FORD - CHEVY - DODGE
Pickup Trucks

FRONT MOTOR MOUNTS

ENSTALLS LATE MODEL V-8'S INTO '37-'53- FORDS & MERCS

NO OTHER
PARTS ARE
REQUIRED
BOLTS TO
ORIGINAL
STOCK MOUNTS

ALSO ADAPTS
TO ’32-’36 FORDS

Complete with bolts as
required for special
inslaiiotions.

DE SOTO, CAD, OLDS, CHRY OHV ms!ulled in ‘37-'53 Fords
DE SOTO, CAD, OLDS, CHRY OHV instailed in ‘39-'4B Mercs
CAD, OLDS CHRY OHV installed in ‘49-'53 Meres ; 2
BUICK V8 installed in ‘49-'53 Fords or '52-'53 Mercs. ..
FORD OR MERC OHYV installed in ‘37-'53 Fords or '39-'§
CHEV V8 installed in ‘37-'48 Fords or '39-'48 Mercs

T - : 1 ; e Fords =
"""'EO""'""@“@ dm CHEV V8 instailed in '49-753
I : DROPPED TiE-RODS nvhll.nsltl?l F
6926 Lankershim Blvd., North Hollywood, Calif. D S Rous A
PHOME: STanley 7-0347 or POplar 5-3444

DEALERS INQUIRE

with

VAN'S ey EQUIPHENT,

Choice of those who know and GO!

make your Y4 midget go—

Evan's equipped engines hold the majority of 14
midget track records in the Southern California area.

CUSTOM ENGINE WORK
for Confinenfal Engines:

Big Valves, Guides, Springs & Keepers * Special
Aluminum Racing Heod = Rocing Pistons & Rings »
Connecting Rods with Bobbitt Insert = Aluminum
Fly Wheels * Rocing Coms * Rocing Carburetors
and Manifolds * Complete Continental Engines
Soles & Service.
CUSTOM DISTRIBUTORS

Shifts for gear driven oil pump. Machined
finned aluminum gear box; full ball bearing
mains available, prices on request. Distributor
for Solt i, Midget Engine Accessories.

Send $1.00 for illus-
trated catalog and
. (Refund-
able with first pur-
chase.)

3'- Phone TU 4-45135
Scod:‘w MUFFLER SERVICE

365 G STREET = SAN BERNARDINO, CALIF,

1.1 VIKING CRAFT

4 2 MIDGET RACE CAR

Holder of more track
records than any other
Vs midget built. There
must be a reason!

NOW AVAILABLE
This ear chromed

Sold in complete kit —

d paint
Ready for assembly. Absolutely no you:rloll;:l:u;:
mac]nmné‘ we;dlng or P‘ll_l‘llg plete ready to
ry. Can be led ran, plus tax,
and running in 6 hours. In F.O.B
kit form, plus tax Annhe.ili;
F.0.B. Anaheim.
$39500 Vi
oy
(E“m“?n'fl'n'.".f&:k Siandara
price s Midget sixe 43%.
Ph KEB3-713 E\‘l\:‘l‘ ”Il?‘l..‘|'

VIKING CRAFT

536 E. JULIANA ST. HR-2-ANAHEIM, CALIF.
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