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ONTIAC’S BRIGHT AND SHINY performance image should-

n’t be dulled in the least by this latest version of its big-
engined bombs. The Grand Prix, to our notion, is just
about the grandest Pontiac yet built, and the 421-cu. in.
engine makes it truly the king of the road. The combina-
tion is so desirable it seems a shame that only a few hun-
dred will ever roll off the assembly line.

The GP came about as Pontiac’s answer to the bucket-
seat craze. The body is similar to, and uses many of the
same parts as, the Chevrolet Impala SS we test elsewhere
in this issue. The similarity we refer to is in interior ap-
pointment and some exterior paneling (which is GM’s way
of making such luxuries available at a lower price). Essen-
tially, the GP is a hardtop coupe in the now-very-popular
“squared-off with false convertible-top bow bulges™ roof
style. It boasts bucket front seats with a console cubbyhole
between and vinyl harmonizing trim throughout. In the
test car, this was all a rich red and the result was very
pleasing, and quite de luxe.

The Grand Prix, in effect, is a super Catalina. They
share the same 120-in. wheelbase and lower body—the
distinctive roof comes from the Bonneville. The Star Chicf
and the Bonneville are on a 123-in. wb., but the Grand
Prix. with more extras supplied as standard equipment
than the others, is priced higher than all but the Bonne-
ville convertible and Custom Safari. This engine and trans-
mission option is available on all models, at additional
cost, by the way.

The normal Grand Prix has enough pure power and
speed to satisfy all but the heaviest of feet; its standard
equipment is the 303-bhp, 389-cu. in. “Trophy” V-8 en-
gine optional for other, more sedate Pontiacs; and a heavy-
duty synchromesh 3-speed manual transmission. Standard

performance equipment includes dual exhaust, tachome-
ter, a single 4-barrel carburetor and 10.25:1 compression
ratio. We tried this version with the Hydra-Matic option.

Even with this “mild” equipment, the Grand Prix with
Hydra-Matic will produce enough performance to amaze
your friends and confuse your opponents. Qur tests on this
particular model clocked the standing quarter in 15.9
sec., 0-60 in 7.2 sec., and 0-100 in 21.6 sec. This, pulling
normal street equipment and a 3.23:1 rear axle ratio.
One would assume, then, that this car has plenty of muscle
—it does: 425 ft.-1b. of torque.

And there is more available. A triple 2-barrel carbure-
tor “Tri-Power” setup and a boost in compression to
10.75:1 shoves the 303 output to 348 bhp at 4800 rpm.
And with the optional Mickey Thompson valve train and
reciprocating equipment, the horsepower figure rapidly
approaches 400. Until this year, this combination has been

The defending champion of

the Super Stocks has new

bees in its Indian bonnet.
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INTERIOR of Grand Prix features bucket seats.

the winner at Daytona, Darlington and the drag strips.

And, gilding the lily and frosting the cake, there is an
arm-long list of options available which will make it pos-
sible to select the car of your dreams. For instance, there
are:

The Warner 4-speed transmission with either the stand-
ard “big car” ratios, 2.54 first, 1.92 second and 1.51 third,
or the closer “Corvette™ set, 2.20 first, 1.66 second and
1.31 third;

Limited slip differential (Saf-T-Track) with ratios from
2.56t06.14:1;

Power brakes, stcering, windows and scat (but not on
the bucket seats);

Air conditioning (exccpt with the 425-A engines);

Aluminum wheels, drums and hubs (sec photos).
They’re extremely attractive and efficient;

Heavy-duty radiator and oil cooler;

Heavy-duty front and rear suspension and shock ab-
sorbers;

Plus all the lights and mirrors and auxiliaries that are
so pleasing to gadget-conscious Americans.

Frankly, we liked the Grand Prix for its lack of gim-
mick and gee gaw. Its cleanly sculpted lines are eyc-catch-
ing in their simplicity and, while the car is really quite
large, its bulk isn’t overwhelming. Ever since S. E. Knud-
sen (then newly-appointed Pontiac general manager and
since moved up to head Chevrolet) removed the chrome
stripes from the center line of the Pontiac, it has been
getting progressively better looking. This, and the similar
progress in the performance department, is the reason
Pontiac ranks as the fourth best selling make in the U.S.

The 421-cu. in. engine recently announced as a pro-
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SHIFT LEVER is mounted in console.

BIG, 421-CU. IN. engine is offered with up to 432 bhp.

duction-line option by Pontiac and rated at 405 to 432
bhp should preserve this image indefinitely. While
Pontiac’s chief competitors are now equaling what the
389 engines were doing last year and the ycar before,
Pontiac has kept a big jump ahead. Not only is it the big-
gest of the big “competition™ engines, it is the most pow-
erful in terms of torque and horsepower (sec “Detroit’s
Cubic Inch Race,” page 8). The others are just going to
have to find even more cubic inches (Ford, for one, has an
experimental 427-cu. in. engine, we hear). Undoubtedly,
the 405-bhp Pontiac is the fastest accelerating stock pro-
duction-line car we've ever driven. It also has more top
speed than we care to use on the available test tracks, thus
the cstimated top-speed figure in our data chart.

This car will accelerate to more than 100 mph in a
quarter mile, and do it in 14.3 sec. This is as fast as a fuel-
injected Corvette, in similar trim.

Revving just past the power peak in 1st gear produces
56 mph at 5950 rpm in a 5-sec. burst; the same in 2nd
equals 85 mph at 5800 rpm in 9 scc. elapsed time. Onc
hundred mph comes up nearly a second before the end of
the quarter mile, and the enginc is just beginning to sound
alive in 3rd at 103 mph. There just isn’t anything like a
big, high-winding engine with the volume wrned full on.

But unleashing all that horsepower poses some prob-
lems, too. Tire adhesion disappears in direct proportion to
the amount of throttle opening. Full power starts, cven
with street gearing and equipment, can only be made by
feathering throttle and clutch to kecp the tires somewherc
ncar the pavement. Tires break traction quickly in 2nd,
too, and high gear can be just as touchy if there’s moisture
on the street surface. While our test car was equipped
with a 3.42 axle ratio, we suspect tractive problems would
be equally severe with almost any of the other ratios
available. Obviously then, this isn’t a car for tempera-
mental drivers.

Pontiac wisely offers an assortment of heavy-duty op-
tions for these cars; they need them. Normal spring and
shock damping are much too soft and billowy; tires and
whecls too subject to heat and fracture at the speeds with
which they are asked to cope. Pontiac rccommends an

8.50-14 low profile rayon cord tire for serious work.

And, with a 42l-cu. in. engine, all work will be
serious! |



is in keeping with Pontiac’s bigness.

ALUMINUM WHEEL incorporating brake drum is desirable option.
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